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PREFACE

_ In order to provide continuity for the architectural
: : practice created by J. Everette Fauber, Jr., F.A.1.A.,
ﬁ over a period of more than thirty-five years the firm
' of Fauber Garbee, Inc., Archltects, was incorporated in

,July, 1978.

R

4 This report on the Restoratlon of the Carlyle House

ﬂ : was personally prepared by J. Everette Fauber, Jr., F.A.L.A.
' of the firm of Fauber Garbee, Inc., Architects, ‘in the
spring of 1980. C

'FAUBER GAR'BEE, INC.
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" .No restoration of a fine and
important structure of estab-
lished historic significance
and architectural merit is
complete without some form of
final documentation.

Succeeding generations need

to know what the research pro-
gram entailed, what was found
or exposed, how the evidence |
was interpreted, what polncues
were set for honoring Tts
architectdral integrity - yet
putting and ‘keeping the

- structure to work with an
appropriate adaptive use and
purpose.

This bound report pretends: to
do just this and, hopefully,
may find its place in libraries
and archives or some other
secure repository for the
enlightenment and benef:t of
those who follow.




I1lustrations

1. Craigiehall Plate (from William Adam's Desngn Book)
West front facade before restoratlon

Counan Chamber cornlce-andnpllaster details.’
Firep]acevnall of Council Chamber, Room 103[

View of fireplace wall in sme]] Parlor, Room 101.

o W N

Sketch of conjectural original house with its dependencies,
appearing in February 1880 edition of "Harper's Monthly.''

7. Photograph.of Car]yle House ‘west front facade after the hotel
was dismantled and removed (c1rca 1972).

8. Carlyle House when attached to hotel (cnrca 1850) with later
‘Doric Porch (at west main entrance).

. Fragments of orngnnal stone, main entrance, door frame
retrieved from cheek wall under Doric porch at main entrance,
shown in Illustration No. 8. : '
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-10. Fragments of former stone steps with volute of bottom step,
retrieved from cheek wall under old Doric porch at main west
entrance .

11. .Broken pedlment over door No D-107 in the Council Chamber
' prior to lnvestlgatlon )

kit L e S P

12. Plate from Palladio Londenensns by Wm. Salman Prototype for
broken pednments in Council Chamber. '

13. Same door after the broken ped|ment had been removed.
Sheet 21. Center Stairhall Elevations '
"Sheet 22. Relocated Stair Post

14. Typical framing joint with coded Roman numerals. (Note: Dove-
tail construction.)

15. 01d door opening in Entrance Hall 100 which appeared to have been
closed during original _construction.

16. Study for underpinning and reinforcement of north wall.
17. Relnforcement ‘and section through south retaining wa]l
18. Typlcal structural framing reinforcement.

- 19. Typ:cal room-corner reinforcing to assume roof and floor loads.
(Note steel corner angle) :

Sheet 1. - Basement'PlanAshowing test pits opened by William Kelso

Sheet 16. Basement Floor Plan
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Sheet 17. First Floor Plan
" Sheet 18. Third Floor Plan

20. -Vault.B-7 (Iooklng south) .

Archaeologlcal Excavation of Shaft B 7 located at
south end of east vault, Car]yle House, Alexandria,

Vlrgnn:a
21, Excavated well pit .in basement, space B-3.

22, Photograph of John Carlyle painted by John Hesselius (curca
1765). o : ' ‘

Drawing B—7
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The final documentation of this important/restofation'project
would be incomple;e_énd totally.inadéquate Q?thout paying-
barticﬂlgk tribute to Mr. S._Parkerlbliphant,‘Présidenﬁ and
Managing Officer of the Wm.‘P; Lipscomb Compaﬁy,Alnc.,'tHe
building cohtraétor for this réstorétion,»and also to

Mr. Prés]ey Allen, his ab]e, dedicatedAand,gifted foreman.
Their enthusiasm for.and sympathy with ;his paingtakfng piece

of work was exemplary and a distinct contribution to its

“guccessful culmination.
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THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE
CARLYLE HOUSE HISTORIC PROJECT-

vThe Northern Vfrginia Reg}onal ?ark_Achority,‘NVRPA? a gerrning-
. body dedicated to serving the public's need for open space and
_outdoor recreation, ¢mbarkea on a unique, open—épace development
préject, in 1969, fof theiCity of Alexandria. %he historfc John
Cayly1e Hoﬁsé waé singled oﬁt Fof restoration and to become the ‘
featuré‘of its surrounding three-quarter acre site thch Was'»

, destiﬁed to be ;reated aS a landscaped, puBIic‘park fo introduce
more épen space ahd greeneky in the midst.df éonge;ted downtown

" Alexandria.

The festored home of the qulY]e famf?y, ﬁow open daily and shown
io the phblfﬁ as a house*m&éeﬁm, recalls an.interesfing segment of
the éar]y'historY 6f.A]exandtia;'the architebture and cultural
materials of the mid-eighfeenth centufy and the_life and tastes of
its Scottish, mefﬁhant owner. Years of neglect in an almost
isolated surrounding héd a]most”desfroyed this,hfstoricaliy and

architecturally significant structure.

The site, sandwichéd between the massive Secona Empire City Hall
~and the sti]l-morevovérpowering'wofid.War lvforpedp Factory
comp]ex,-céﬁe to the Park Author%ty as a composite of derg]ict
'bﬁjldings - ‘degrading and comé]efély hiding the John Carjy]e
mansion from publfc'yiéw; While tHé'house was originallyrset

back‘approximatély seventy-five feet from Fairfax Street, giving
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it a grandeur, disffnct'from other later tonnhouses, it was
‘cempleteﬁy hidden_from public view front side by therconetfnction

in 1855 of a large, mu1t1-etory hotel. In aedifion; the site

also housed, ae‘one section of fhe hofel, the conQerted earjy

1867 Federal style Bank'of Alexandrie, the first buifding designed

to be used exc]usive1y'fof banking to be constructed anVirginia.
. What began as the res;oratien_of one building soon involved three
. separate structures, sbanning over one'hundred years of construc-

tion - The Carlyle Heuse, the Bank of Alexandria and the mid-

nineteenth century hotel.

Feced with the presence of these various buildinés, all of sone
historic significance, tnelPark Authoritf endertooﬁ, on its own,
planning and feasfbility etudies:ef several'alternatiyeAfesforation
_approaenes. The oldeet and most-hisforicaily signiFicant Carlyle
House, howeven, remained and became the major objecfive in terms

of physical restoration and preservation.

While senious efforts were made to find an adaptive use fof the
hotel , including an effert to locate an independent owner or
‘agency, there was no apbarent easy resolution. The hotel was
»demelished in 1973. The north seetfon of the hotel; comprising
the altered original Bank of Alexandria, was, however, nof.

demol ished end is currently being restored and remodeled on . a'

" long-term lease arrangement with a private developer. The removal :




of the old hotel addition brought the Carlyle House back into
public view without sacrfficiﬁg the historiéally significant
Bank of Alexandria,'founded and operated by Carlyle's son-in-law,

William Herbert. - | ' -

The funding for The Carlyle House Historic Park;tame primarfly

from the Park-Authority's annual capital budget, with a limited

’

'ambunf-of additional funds from the Virginia Historic Landmarks

Cémmission and the Depértment oF Housing and Urban Development.

Over six years, the project costs totaled 2.5 million do]]ars{

This figure represents the costs of acquisition}'demo]jtion of

.the hotel, landscaping the gardens, the research and architectural

fees,'as well as actual restorétion cost. The physical restora-

tion of the Carlyle House éost just over oné.milliqn dollars.

The restoration, .directed and designed by thé ér;hitectural office
of J. EQerette Fauber, Jf., f.AﬂI.A., and recdnsfructed by.the
Wm. P. Lipscomb Company, Inc., wasicompleted in January1]976. The
house was officially dedfcatéd 6n January-18 as thé first major
eveﬁt of Virginiais,Bicentennial.Year,'returnfng to thg city its

finest mansion of the earliest years of this seaport community.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTANT HOUSE

The Caf]y]eaHouse, completed in 1753 in Alexandria; Vifginia,

is-an excellent example of the mid-Georgian style of'architécturé,
popular in England and Scotland, but charmingly adépfed to ifs' |
new colonial setting, THis unique Stone.mansioh in the'heartr

of Alé#andria's seaport communitybis architecturally signifi;ant
for its Virginia Palladian designl,verhaculér detailing, con- °

struction-methodology and sophisticated and extensive use of

~indigenous local stone,

R

While refiectingvfhe eightgenth céntﬁfy's highly articulated
and symmetrical blan with ;fs flénking'dependencies, the
Carlyle House brought the\majeéty of a country estate to a
émall, but‘prosbéring, town. The scale of the Hoqse is such,
however, that it‘éxpreéses-deferénces to the urban environ-

ment, This is still evident today. As one of the first

~ houses constructed in Alexandria, it commanded a prominent

site, high on a bluff,‘over]ookfng the  Potomac River. Joday N
it is a green oasis in a fully devéloped city which inclUdes,'
across from the property, an interesting, late-nineteenth

century, Second Empire City Hall.

Located on original Town Lots No. 41 and No. 42, the Carlyle House
sits seventy-five feet back from Fairfax Street. The main house

is approximately 52'-3"" by 341-10", compoééd of two stories and
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an attic over a raised service basement. Unfortunately, the two,

orig?nsl, freestanding, flanking dependencies, an office and

kitchen, wefe both demolished by 1855 to make room for other

larger structures, and the ground.under and around was so dis-

turbed as to make archaeological investigation absolutely futile.

Cbhstructed'of load-bearing masonry, the house is an early and
rare example of a stone mansion in Alexandfia. While mosf of

the early houses of the seaportlcommunjty were of frame or .
locally produced brick, Car]y]é HoUse is constructed of sandstone,
which was taken from the neighboring Aquié‘Creek quarry. Not
only aré the walls of éandstone but the house carries excellent
gxamples of carved ston?>trim, including ‘the bhly extant, mid- 

eighteenth-century,_stoné cornice in the Virginia Colony.

- The exterior of the house is accented by the heavily articulated

weét,dr entrance, facade. This six-bay wide elevation follows the

popular designs of thevAdam brothers and is not unlike Craigiehall

in West Lothian, Scotland. (See 1llustration No. 1 and No. 2)

'Although smaller in scale, the Carlyle House also ehp]oys a

projecting central pavilion which, like the four corners, is

embellished with heavy quo[ns.-'A brominent.mo]ded water table

. separates the house proper from a raised, rusticated, foundation

wall, “High and lofty chimney masses straddle and spring from a
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iTiustration No. Z:




typically Georgian, hipped.rodf with an unusual Flair‘af the
eaves. One érea'whefe tﬁe two houses differ is in fhé éxecutiqh.
While the west facade'of Caf1yle House is‘fQIIY fiﬁished‘wiﬁH
dressed asHlar in'é random pattéfn,_the thf?é fémainjng faﬁades
weré treated jn an ajmost.unfinfshed<manner Qith sandstone still
_exhibit}ng tHe r§ugh, quarry, tqéf_marksf While fféestanding on
the lot, the housé-addresséd.itSélf'prominent]? to its most public .
facade, that fac?ng‘Fairfax Streef._ The,stqne cornice cafrjés
across #hi; one facade, yet chqnges to a simpl¢F wbodeé_;drhice

even dropped to a loWer'Ievel around the other three sides.

The interior of_the,hOUSe as origina]ly built élso fo]lowea the-
formal,-symmétricélVplan, 56 Eopuiar hn,fhé mfd—Georgién perio&.
Divided fnto*tﬁrée sepafaf% secfions fwb Qindow‘bayé w}de;.the
housé'has a‘typicai "center hai]“.iayouf witB‘two rooms on either
side of a long hallway running the full depth of the house. In
ordér to obtain a variéty of room s};éé onvthe first floor,‘fhe
division of Fooms té_thé'nérth of the hallway préduced one large
room, known later as the_Council Chambef, and a sﬁailér adjacent
room on the westvéidé, the.sﬁall Par]of; KSee‘llletratiqns

No. 4 and No, 5)

These’two"rooms_were crucial to the restoration, for they were
. the only spaces retaining their originalrarChitectura] treatment

after two major'remédelings.
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. The original ornamentétion of the Council Chamber included a

vnqmber of'c|assi;a1ly inspired details. (See Illustration7N6.3ﬁ)
The soffits of heéyi]y modillfoned cornice were embellished with

carved,roéetfes‘and.pineapples; " These motifs were picked up in

a larger scale on the'broken serpentine pediments 0vef.the_door-

ways with a pineépple oﬁ a pedesta] befween flanking segments of‘_
iscroils whicﬁ were, in turn, émBossed with a carvea.fose. (See
Illustfatibn No.lh) :The classical detailing was further
enhéncéd by the Dofic p%lastérs'of the’ovefmqntel;.the riCh;
hand-carved; egg-and—dart backband of- the mérble fireﬁlace Sgrround
_;nd tﬁe Greek key fretwork on fhe fasFia of th; pedéstal~chair rail,
.THe chai( rail could possibly;havéfzéen Aetailed from Gfbbsf‘gglgg

for Drawing, a popular manual of the time.

To-compléte_the‘designiof ;he room, the total window assémﬁly was
paneled. In‘the.deeb Splayed;féveal of -the windows was a‘paneled
window‘;eat and sophisticated, operablé,‘folding shutters. . These ﬁ
interior éhuttersiWere als§ paneled and designed in such avfashfbh
.fhat; when folded,they nestledAinto_a recess and formed a fully-
paneled, Splayed, jamb'reyeal. This window detai'l was also found i
in thé‘ small Parlor and became the prototype for the restoration

of the other aitered first floor windows.
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Illusfration No. 3

Council Chamber cornice and pilaster details.







[tiis fmpbrtant that these two foéﬁs éurvived intacf énd'not just
the elésorate Council Chambé},‘for in tﬁe §mall Pérlor we have
examples of a more réstrajnéd treatment. ‘(éee II]usération No. 5.)
Thére is no paneling; otHer théhjfhe winddw assembly; the_fire—
“-place has a simple cérved_backbénd;‘the chaif(fail‘is a simple
.vpedéstél type; andbthe ;ornice/is embellished §n]9vwith,a
déntiied element. Whi]e'the-robm'contains éll:the appropriate
appointmeﬁts of a formal sbace, the simplicity of treatment
‘revealed that Carlyle had an established hierarchy.éf_embellish-'
ment relating to the importance and public character of each |
spacé.v The tWo approaéhes td fhe archi?ectural treatment of
these rooms was hot only important fé:-providing ajvariety of-
design prototypes'bUt,.mo;%'importahtly, if also assisted the'.
afchitect iﬁ dé§e1oping a restoration'ph}losoéﬁy'and tone‘for'

conjectural architectural treatment of other altered spaces.

Desfgn Influences

The restoration éf the Carlyle Hduse could not resf so]e]y on‘the
architecturaivtreatmentvOf‘the two‘remaining original rooms. As
the}researchueffért turned up ho plansiof the hqusé or coﬁtémpb;.
‘rary deéckiptiQns from journals or diaries of'the mid-eighteenth

century, the architect sought other sources to study possible
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design influences on the house. It was important to seek for
possiBlé designers.of the héuse, designs of similar mid-Georgian
houses in the northern neck of Virginja, likely workmen associated

with the house and their access to the popular architectural

builder's guides and design manuals.

Although research Qill continue on the Carlyie House, it is not
likely that many more family bapers of the American Carlyles or
Herberté will sdrfaﬁe, as they were, reportedly, burned dufing
the_CiQil War.‘AWhat has remaiﬁed'of post-CiQil War descriptions
of-thevhouse has been of lftt]e benefit for tHi;>restoration.
The house was; as mentioned'earljer,”§erfou$ly'and extensively'

altered during James Green's (c}rca 1855),remodeling.l

With al} reasonaSle feséarch sources 6h the house itsélf exhausted,
the natural starting point waé with its owner, John Carlyle.

From [etters John wrdte to hfs brother, George, on August 4, 1752,
and NoQémber 12, I752,‘itMi$ evidenf that he was thoroughly and
deeply involved with the construction of hfs héuSe. In facf, he
bemoaned the difficulties associéted'with work delays'and unexpetted
expenses and indicated he was in “constanf attendance'' of super-
vising his own servants working on the consfruction.t With Carlyle]s
maﬁagement‘experience as'a:merchant and his'access_to shipped

materiafs, it is possible that Carlyle acted as his own builder.
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Had Carlyle acted as hi;_own bﬁilder, thevdesign of thé house

Qouldfbéobasly exhibit numeréus constructibn.idiosyncrasiés; An
experienced builder woﬁld be able to efficieﬁtly lay out a bUild4
‘ihg, céordihate.all.the trades of workefs énd, hopefﬁlly, supervise

the job to avoid delays and additional expenses. Although if_is

.evident from the quality of the carved stonework and the Council

Chamber paneling that some experienced and talented craftsmen

worked on the house, the level of uniformity as to the quality of

other work throughout the house is missing. As a builder hSuaily

was a master craftsman in addition to general supervisor, one

“would expect a reasonably high quality of workmanship throughout.

R

From evidence discovered during the restoration, there were

numerous idiosyncrasies in the house. In fact, part of the charm

and naivete of the house results from discrepancies in details.
Although described in more detail elsewhere, some such discrep-

ancies are the lack of a frieze over the pilasters in the Council

Chamber, the stiijning of the stone cornice higher than the

adjacent woaqd Cornices, the use of an odd butterfly hinge on the

“shutteES'when.the others were H hinges, and the laying of some

stone hearths slightly off center from fireplace Openings.

These deviations from standard details were unique and illustrate

that Carlyle accepted them as part of the finished product. As
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the restoration attempted to recreate the house Carlyle knew, it
was important. to not correct identifiable original discrepancies

‘and to allow certain discrepancies which later surfaced to remain.

Whilevif is’élready indicatéd-that‘Carlyle éeted és his own
.supervisdf, it:is also likeiy that hevméy have been the édfuai
d?gigher of the house. Unfortunately, there is no firm documen-‘
‘tatjoh, to date, fdentifying'tﬁe designér._,WTth Carlyle's‘ 
Scottish background,and his,familiarityiwith stbne; mahor—house
désigns,‘it is possible thaf he worked with the assisfance of
}tinerantvcraftsmen-and contemporary pubTLshéd builder's guides.

‘
[

John Carlyle surely would have beén familiar With'baSic design
and prototypes from his'cﬁildhood in Scotland. in John Dunbar's

recent book, The Historic Architecture oF'ScotIand, he identifies

v

_ndmerous small manor houses of Scottish Iairds of the early
eighteenth century which dotted the countryside.near Carlyle's
chi]dhodd region. . As mid-centﬁry houses”we}e builf, the simple
reéténgular form of thg_earlier houses was embejlished with
clasﬁical detailinglsuch as quoining, belt céurse§{FWater tables,
cornices, carved architraves aﬁd dfessed ashlar facings. Several
of Dunbar's mid-century houses are strikingly similar to the
_Carlyle Housé. Those_illuétrated include Glendoick (Perthshiré),

- Airds House (Argyll) and Front Street House (Argyll).
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John left SCOtland‘when'he was twenty years old and, should thei
.mémqryjéfrhis own architectﬁral heritage have beenvd}mmed'duriﬁgf
his-decade iﬁ the Colonies, he Had an §pporfunity tb'refrésh it?jn'
1751. In théf year hevtrave]ed to England and Scotlandrwjth his

father-in-law, Wi]liam Fairfax, returning to Alexandria April 30,

1751. This was recorded in a letter to George.

As John had two years from the 1749 pur;ha§¢ date 6fithe lots to
, begin constfuctién, it fs possible that he wéited until his'refurn»
from abroad to begin. Although we have no.starting qate‘for con-
st;uction, the house'was we]l unde; way by hisvaécount to his

brdther on May 23, 1752. The’hOUSeﬁyas compléféd enough to move
into By August 1, ]753, Endicatfng anvestimated construction time

~ of slightly over two, years.

In investigating other'possiblé ihfluences on the design of the
Carlyle House, the architect pursued the hypothesis developed by

the Architectural Histbrién, Thomas T. Waterman. His analysis of

the house ié jncluded‘in his 1945 The Mansionélof Virginia ahd a
greatideal'of credit shbdld be given to him‘fn bringing thé house
to the attention of concerned citizensvof’Alexandria and other
préséryationists. Héd he not recognized. the architectural signif-

icance of -this remarkable 'stone mansion in Alexandria, it may:.have

fallen to the wrecking ball years ago.
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Waterman's theorinas that John Ariss, an undertaker and stone
mason, Wasrfésponsiblé for the:design of the Carlyle House which
was based on Craigiéha]l. watérmah bases his theory on the fact

that Ariss Was in the area, was capable of producing the stone-

work, and that he advertised his knowledge of: the latest British

~styles. His May 22, 1751, advertisement in the Maryland Gazette
stated that he could provide designs from either the "Ancient or

Modern Order of Gibbs,!" referring to James Gibbs' Book of

Architecture. - Gibbs' book, along with Adam's Vitruvius Scoticus,

was readily available and-extremely popular ‘in the Colonies.

waterhan believed‘that the Carlyle House wé; the first of Ariss'
projects. While there isapo,spécific_ddcumentation, one coQId
hxpothesiie thaf the nqﬁbe} ofvidiosynérécies in construction

was due to Ariss' inexperience. He was, apbarently} more than
capable of creating:the_éérved‘stdnework whichvis remarkably
similar in profile to that at Mt. Airy. (1758), another mansion
‘believed by Wate;maﬁ to‘have beén_wdrked-on by Ariss. Althouéh
historiahs arg beginning to take a greatér interest in John Ariss,
~he §Fill remains an elusive'figure'in American architeﬁturé.
Until'furfher evjdepce cgmés.to Iight, itvwi]Ijbe.impossible to
conclgsivéiy tie Ariss fo Cérlyle House. Until.then, the closest
»$crutiny‘of available infokmatjon points to John Cafiyle as the

‘primary force behind the design and supervision of construction.
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In conclusion, then, the 50urces>inffuencihg the design apﬁeér to
be th‘ré.ef_old. ‘Firs‘_t, the Scottish heritage of Carlyle played a |
.primary and thorpughly appropriate role in his desire to tréhs-
plahtra part of.his‘beloyed Sﬁétland; a sentimental attachment-

to his family:and his birthplace that showed itself égain‘and
agafn in his»cprrespondencé;.to a.tbwn he-helped found. Secbndly;
“design books illqstrating popu1ar mid;GeorQian designs were
available not‘only to gentlemen?builders such as Carlyle but;
‘also; to professioﬁals such as John Ariss.’ These books containéd

. { .
classical details to assist in designing houses with prototypes

such as Craigiehall. Thirdly, there were itinerant craftsmen who
traveled from job fo job. b‘r‘ing'i.n_'ig.; w"‘.ﬁﬁ them a bersonal interpfe- _. .
tatioﬁ>of éonstru;tion'ghd influencing, to great‘degree, the |
resultant‘Structures of the period. Whilé, to déte,'these créftSf
.men remain anénymous, they hay have bréught with fhem tHe skiils

to translate John Carlyle's dreams and aspirations into a reality.
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A DOCQMENTED'HISTORY OF THE CARLYLE HOUSE AND PROPtRTY
The Carlyle'Housé was not, however, to be maiﬁtafned over the
_years wifh the care and concern of itskfirst aner. _Whife
experiéhcing major remodeling fn%18§5 and 1914, the years in
between were to‘take a heavy tollr FolTowing is a documented
hisfory of the hoﬁse, its owners, its uées and its various
conditions from 1749 to 1973. -
thn Carlyle purqhaséd two lots, nimbered 41 and 42, in the
incipient township of Alekandria in Julyvl7&9 at a public sale.
The Iots:were in the ﬁentér_of rownfon the riverfront. He Bid
.30 pistbles for lqt 41 and 16 pjstoleé %or ]or hz.l, It is not
known why bias were receiVéd in'Spanish_piStoies, for when the
deeds were draWh,Qp in Septembér, the‘prices Were conVerted to
pounds,” £32, 5s for lot 41, and $17, bs for lot 42.% It has
already been hoted thétja bargain was struck among certain_of the:

purchasers to enable them to get the best riverfront lots.

The deed conveying the lots from the Trustees tovCarly]e specified
‘that he had a two-year time limit to bedin construction on a
bﬁi]ding, so it must have been begun before 1751; and it was

probably completed during 1753. Theré is almost no 50cumentary

evidence of the appearance of the house during Carliyle's
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lifetime, but there are scattered hints. For instahce,.there was
a ﬁeférénce_to_“Mr, Carlyle'é gate“ in 1760, impiying,that there
:‘must have been‘some sort of fence or wall with a gate% The gate

~on Fairfax Street, across from the market place and courthouse

would have marked the center of town, and seems to have been uséd_

as a landmark. -

7

 When Carlyle died‘invthe fall ofll780,‘hi§‘pr0perty was split into
i : fseve?al portiohs,.a rectangular strip at the corner of Fairfa* and .
Cémefon Streets left to his dagdhter, Sarah Herbert, a sduare
parcel at the corner of Water (Lee) Street and Cameron Street was
]eftvto_hiS'grandSOn, Carlyle FafrfagtWhitihg,’and the remafnder
descending to hié soﬁereérgg wflliah Carlylé.‘ Whén.hié son was
killed the next year,.thejprgperty was conveyed_tQ-Sargh Herbert's

_Son, John Carlyle Herbert, and the Herbert family occupied the.

‘

\

house.

. There was a dry goods house on the,northwest corner of fhe”propékty,
on the tract left to Sarah Herbert,-wﬁich‘Wiliiam Herbert apparently
leased out as.a store tova,series of retail merchants in the I780'$§

Along Caﬁeron Street.thgré was apparently some sort of garden,

'thdugh>the term garden and yard seem to have been used interchange-

ably in the eighteehth century.
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In July 1785 the Alexandria newspaper reported a brief news‘item

which tells us something of the structure:
: : . )

Last Monday Afternoon there were frequent heavy gusts

of Thunder here, accompanied with Hail and much Rain,
during which the Lightning struck the Conductor affixed
to the House of William Herbert, Esq.; which it followed,
without any further Damage than breaking some of the
windows, although the Shock was so great as to throw the
. Conductor down.-- The great Quantity of Rain which fell,
did considerable Damage to several new Buildings,
particularly a new BFICk Buuldlng thCh |t enturely

destroyed. 7
It may be pOSSIbIe that this storm was partlally responsnble for
some of the crackung and settllng in the walls of the Carlyle House,

although it is known that some damage occurred during construction,

© o as confirmed by'John's'letter to his;?rother on November 12, 1752.

The first flrm documentarf.ev:dence of the appearence.of the
bU|ld|ng and lot appeared in 1796, when WI]]tam Herbert lnsured
the lot with the Mutual Assurance Society. l ‘The descriptions of
.theblots in the insurance company's appraisals show that‘there were
three one;story wooden‘structures, Ijsted as dwelling houses at the'.
corner of Fairfax and Cameron Streets, facing on Feirfax Street,
extending 80 feet along that street. There was a Wooden stable’

on Cameron Street and_severa1.wooden strdctures whose functions
were not/indicated. The mansion house itse]f’was described as
1Dwelling house, 51 feet in front,:35,feet deeo or broad, 2 stofies
t high, the.wel]s’burlt'of Stone‘and covered with_Wood;” ItIWas>'

appraised at 12,000 dollars. To the southWest of the house, facing L
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“on Fairfax, was a kitchen, one story high, built and covered with
: wood, 26fby l8 feet. The plots also show that the property was
being»extendéd out into the river beyond Water Street, probably

taking the dirt f;om‘the back yard of the_Carlylé House.

“In l802>thé Alexandfia-téx.asSessments appraised the'house and
lot at $14,000, but in 1806 the value had decreased tcv)v‘$12,600.9
Pérhapé the éonstruction oF-the iargé brick banking house for the
‘Bank -of A1exandria;‘whfch was complefed byvthe end of 1806 on thé
'corner of Fairfax'and Cameron‘Streets,was thought to detract from
the value of the house. The lot for the bank'waslconveyed to them
in 1803 by'Jéhn Carlyle Herbert, William and Sarah's son. William

Herbert was, at that time,, the president of the Bank of Alexandria

and continued to occupy the house until his death in 1820.

There areva seriés_of.letters written by SarahiHerbert, presumably
from the Carlyle House, in the ﬁeriod 1802 - 1807, tb her daughter,
Maréaﬁet, who had harried Thqmas; Lord Fairfax, and moved with him
to'his estate jn western.Virginia].0 -There are deiiéhfful morsels
of local gossip of marriages, balls, sicknesses,letc., in the town,
and bftg’of'motherly advice'warhing her td look aftér her teeth
andAhair. .Unhappily, they tell us.almost‘nothihg about‘thé house

itself.

After the death of William Herbert in 1819, it is not known what

was done with the Carlyle House; but it remained in the owneréhip
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of the Herbert familyvuntiJ it Was sold to a group of businessmen

~in 1827. John Carly]e_HerBert had removed to Maryland, but some

of the Herberts hay haveAcontinUed to occupy the house until
1827, the year in wHich Sérah'CarJyle»He?be}tvdied.- The iot

and house were»cénveyed to Joﬁn Ladd, John'Lloyd, and‘GeOﬁge
and John Hoffman on Zh September 1827 to ;ettlé fhe.debts owed
thém,fromfﬁhe‘estate of William Hersert's brothef, Thomas; each:

of thém to hold a share propdrtionar‘td his part of the debt.]]

.;Apparenfly, none of them particularly wanted the house, for it _

was offered for sale in 1830; but there were no‘bvl-'yers.]2 The

property was shifted back and fortH'among the group of them until

John' Lloyd emerged as sole owner in.L83h.]3

R

Lloyd, apparently, didnit want the house either; for -he repéatedly
tried to sell it or rent it out. lh:l834, fof instance, he
advertised the house for rent or sale:
FOR RENT,
...The commodious STONE DWELLING HOUSE on Fairfax Street,
near the Bank of Alexandria, formerly the residence of
" Wi-lliam Herbert, Esq. .

The House last mentioned, with the ]ﬁrge and valuable
Lot, will be sold on reasonable terms. '

When Lloyd learned that there were plans to build a new‘courthouse

in Alexandria in 1838, he offered the house and lot as a suitable
location for a new cQufthouse for 3,300 dollars. Afﬁef a publfc

méetihg, the offer was rejected, along with a similar offer from
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the trustees of . the defunct Bank of Alexandrla of their bunldlng
on the’ corner.]5 Lloyd, apparently, did not occupy the house
himself, and it is unknown to what use the building was put until

1841,

A Brltlsh traveler, J. S. Buckingham, visited Alexandria in 184]
and described the town. He saw the Cariy1e House and reported:

A large and handsome mansion, built as a tamily

residence, by an English gentleman named Carlisle,

is now occupied by a number of poor families, two

or three living in each of the separate floors;

and the whole building exterior and interior, is

going gradgally to ruin, for want of occasional

repalrs.
This is the only description of the budeing between the death of
‘Wllllam Herbert and the acqunsntlon of the property by James Green
in ]848 but it may be surmlsed that the bunldlng went through
gradua] deterloratlon through the whole perlod 1820 - 1848, none

of .the owners having any interest in living in the house themselves

or in.engaging in any major alterations.

_In the spring ot 1848, Jahes'Green; a furniture mannfacturer who.
“had prospered‘in trade, began to purchase lots in the Carlyle House
b]och. In April-he aceuireé the Cer]yle House itéelf with its
property for 3 000 dollars.]‘7 He had already bought the lots at
the northwest corner, |nc|ud|ng the old Bank of Alexandrla

building, and,by the end of the year, he owned the whole original
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‘Carlyle property, except for adsmall tract at the corner of Cameron
.andlwater Streets and a 27-foot strip to the SOuth_Of‘the ho_use.]8
Green converted the Bank of Alewandrla.bulldlng lnto a hotel, calllng
it The Manslon House recognizing the lmportance of the mansion

house next door, and probably moved into the house w1th h|s famnly
But, Firstb some renovation would have been necessary, for the
bulld|ng must have heen severely deterlorated by that tlme. 'The
exact extent of Green's renovation is‘not revealed by the documen-

tary ev:dence, but archaeologlcal exploratory work on the super-

) structure revealed that. Green s renovations and remodellngs were

extensive. |t appears that he not'only'wanted’to upgrade the style

of the house to a more_contempora"ry appearance b_ut he also wanted ‘
to e*pand the number o% rooms. While leaving_the‘Councll.Chamber
and'small Parlor'lntact,—Green elimlnated both oriolnal stairs;
the first“floor‘south corridor and the.pasSageito the»kitchen

“pavilion (the pavilion having .been prevlously demolished for construction-

of, perhaps, theALaw Building). See Sheet 17 and Sheet 18.

In replacing features, Green.incorporated the slmple, vetvflowing
lines of the mid-nlneteenth century. All cornices and chair rails
were removed,oexcept in the two north rooms{ givlng.thelrooms a
more restrained'character. To further accentuate the'slmpler
llnes of thenrooms, window seats were removed. The two roomstn

the first floor south were joined as one, with the removal of the
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cofridorvand,the_subétitutfon‘of enormousisliding‘dpérs that.
retractédiintbla-pocketéd wall;raThe openness of‘the house and
the flowing of spaces were further enhanced by .the once elegant
circﬁlaf central stair. To compliment the stair, circular nicheé
were.placed in fhe eést cofners oF the hall as tHe stair rose -to
the-Second ffoor;' A large éifpfical fénlfght over tHe new'frbnt

ddor wfth sidelights completed the transformation.

In order-tolincreése the’bedrobm space, a second floor room was

added and the attic was remodeled and activated. The second floor
. o ¢

bedroom was added by partitionjng‘off the west end of the large

second floor center hall, creating a fiﬁth bedroom. The attic

p}ovfded six more sma]l dogmered bedrooms, perhéps for the-use of
‘oyerflow guests or serQantg;. Unfortunately,; ‘in remodeling the
éftic; numérous structurélAtimbefs wéreiremovéd from the trusses,
sé;iously threafening the»structufal stabi}ity of the roof.
‘Although, Originally, therevwefe only’twé dormers on the north
and»ghe séuth hips, Green added three dormersdeadhvto fhe east and

west to light and ventilate the newly activated bedrooms.

!

.~ Green also made a number of major exterior changes in connection
with the 1855 hotel construction. In.order to provide basement
space -for the hotel, the front ya?d was totally eliminated, along

with"the_office pavilion. A'lérge stone retaining wall, terrace
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; and new entrance steps were constructed, thereby eliminating all

2

itraces”éf original ‘landscape features, etc. A Doric portico was

| : " also added over the frbnt~doof. (See 11lustration No. 8).

f S ) The rear ‘of the house also suffered the loss of eighteenth century
’afchaeologECaT evidence by the further,cutting‘down of the grade

and the construction of the stone terrace over two barrel-vaulted

’ .

storage rooms. The vaults could be reached by an exterior approach

“tunnel whose stone frame reused the keystone from the original

front door frame of the house. To further increase the use of the

'terrace, a long porch was added to the rear of the house, providing

£

shelter to the terrace as well as a roof terrace for the second

floor. The exterior of .‘,thAe rear of the house lost its integrity ‘

-as terfaces,'porticos; dsrmers, French doors, etc., were added. To
fUrther‘detract from the stately e]egénce of the Carlyle House, it
was, eQentualiy, conhéctéd on_the»nofth end to a back wing of The"
Mansion Housé Hotel, which; eventually, formed a '"U" shape, including

in it, also, the once handsome freéstanding Bank of Alexandria.

 EE Greenis Ménsion House Hotel rapidly becéme oné of the mosf prominent
hotels in the area, a “...spacioué and newly furﬁiéhéd Egtabiishment
..}éommanding:an extensive view éf»the fiver énd surroundfng cauhtry

',;;;Thebspacioué basemént rodms are'fitted up as a RESTAURANT, and
sqpplied with-the most select wines and Iiduofs, oystérs andiother _“

_ : 19
delicacies...Also a billiard table for the amusement of his guests.'

%
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In 1855 business was so booming that Green commenced construction .

on a'Jarée‘four—story-addition which ran along the entire open

space on Fairfax Street.20 Thus;the west facade of the Carlyle

House Was~tofally midden from the street, andlhemmed'fn on three sides,
Ieaviné only the east elevationbcpen; The weat fronf opened onto

an unbelievable small courtyard,‘completely surrcunded'by the

brick walls of the hotel and the adjacent Law Building.

During the‘CfviIAWarwthe hotel,‘and, perhaps; the houseiaa well,
vwas occupied py the occapatiop rorces of'che'Unionharmy.A The
hote] was, probably, used as a hospltal and- the house may ‘have
quartered Union officers, The Green famlly, apparently, remanned
in the house during the war, perhaps, sharlng part of it wnth the
offlcers, An Alexandrla patrlot descrlbed the ‘occupation in his
diary:

One of the greatest sufferers by the present occupation

of Alexandria by the Hessians is Mr. James Green, one

of our most esteemed & enterprising citizens =- for they
seem to have an enmity against him unparalleled in the
history of a civilized people. 'Just after the Battle : ‘
of Bull Run they occupied his Hotel (the largest & o
finest in the city) & after abusing it most shamefully
left the premises in such disorder, as to require

great repairs & months of cleansing, and he had

scarcely reopened it when they demanded its evacuation,

to which he was compelled to accede, & voluntarily
‘offered him a large rent, but was told, upon the first
month's rent coming due, that his rent money was ready
whenever he would take the oath of allegiance to the

U. S. Of course the rent remains unpaid.

Immediately after the war, Green refurhished-and'reopened the

'hotei, and- was back in operation by August 1865.22

’
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During the'o;CUpétion, the house had been pointed out-tq‘Oimétead
és tHéfﬁBraddock Housef“ But fhere ié not any documehtéry”
~evidence as to the physical status of the sfrucrure until the
1870‘s,gwhen the ceﬁtennial began a revival of intgreét in the

" historical connections of the,dld.mahsion._ From this'period,
also, déte thevearligst_éxtaht photographs of the house, shqwing
‘the stucco beginning to ;rumble, Baiconieﬁ sagging, but still
looking 1ived-in. James Green died in 1880, and thé'buildi.ng‘
went sfléhtly and slowly to fuin for the next few decadgs; but

it appears that it was already somewhat neglected, for a:pair of
visitors to Alexandria recorded their impressions of the Carfyle

5
il

House in 1881,

After talking for some time longer about the early
days of the town, we went back to our room; and as
we sat by the open window we looked out across the
court-yard at an old mansion which forms one wing
of the hotel. With the broad Potomac back of it,
and the rich Maryland hills, covered by forests
and fertile fields beyond, it stands silent and
gray. -Huge, heavy-shouldered chimneys, with
scaling yellow-white stucco, lift themselves .
above the moss-grown roof, -from which queer dormer-
windows jut out. Through the half-open sash of
~many little panes a glimpse is caught of the attic
to which they give light. A warped and rotting
balustrade of fat stanchions runs along two sides
of ‘the roof. On the side next the river a double
row of porches, covered with wisteria vines now in
bloom, break the line of the old wall. The morning
sun makes the chimneys blink, and, falling upon :
the balustrade, sends long lines of unhgainly
shadow striding up the hipped roof. Standing
here,. so age-worn, it is a gray old monument to.
an episode of its youth. ' s

1
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After Green's death,‘thelhote]vand the_Car]yfe House along

with it,~changed hands frequently; and the name of the hotel
was changed as well to the '"'Braddock House Hoﬁe];”. It was
not until-1906, when the buildings were bought by Earnest

Wagar that a major‘restokation of .the house as an historic site

4

was commenced. There were several visitors who described the

building in the decade of the 1880's. A visitor in 1887 was

not too flattering:

The Braddock 'headquarters, ‘as the Carlyle house
came to be called, is now incorporated into the
hotel once familiarly known as the Mansion House,
but rechristened of late years the Braddock House.
[t stands, doors wide open, upon the grassy courtyard
of the hotel, a deserted, dismantled, dilapidated
house, the plaster loosened from the ceilings, and
the rats its only .inhabitants. Some of the rooms
are locked, but the most interesting, from iits
associations, stands open. This is the paneled
room where the British Council met... :

' Two years 1at¢ritHe.house was visited by Constance Cary Hakrison,
a direct déscendant of Johh‘Carlylgrthrough fhe_Herbert family.
She was a romantic novelist who wrote several tales of coloniaf
Alexandria and the Carlyle House, reconstructing with a lively
imagjnatfon the life that must haQe been lived there by her

'ancestors.ZSI She,fecorded‘hef visit‘in he} dfary:

Took boat fo Afex. reaching there ébout tﬁree
thirty---.went first with Archie & Edgar Mason
to visit the old Carlyle or '"Braddock'' House.

...In grandmamma Carlyle & Herbert's time, the
family used to stroll down to the riv water on

[11-12




their own lawn, & watch their own ships go by to

- England. Now, ware -houses, city-lots, and dark
foul- smelllng, fishy buu]dlngs cut |t of f from o
the river... - :

- In the par\our,ﬂwhere grandmamma Fairfax stood
as a little girl...there is no furniture. The
walls are in good repair, panels painted blue,
& an egg and pine apple decoration running
around the cornices and over the mantle pieces.
The top of the dade is a Grecian key border,
part of which has been chipped off by tourists'
penknives during the late centennial agitation...
The town has so crowded & jostled & gagged the
house so that it has hardly breathing space --
and the famous fish markets opposnte would make
the place untenable... 26

‘A photograph of-the house from the east, whicthas’published in
1894, confirms the dismal picture;. It shows the balconies which -
-had'been_added in the mid-nineteeﬁth century sagging with age,

27

panes missing from theahindows,.and the stucco crdmbling.

‘

The slow ruin.bf fhe Carly]e House was probab]y‘toppéd off by the
hurricaﬁe which swept through Alexandria in 1896. A photograph
shows the ruins érouhd the west elevation, the bélconies Having
been blown dqwn, the windowg broken, and. the ends of the basement

vaults torn away, exposingrthem'to“the_outside.»

A decade later the'bUElding finally found a sympathetic ownef»
égain,,in the -person of Earnest Wagar, who undertook to restore

28

the house as an historic site?® With the help of Mittie Herbert,

a descendant of the orfginal owners,‘he gave theAplace a general
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faceffifting,along with a sincere attempt to refurnish the house
with aps;opriate objeété. I; was dpened asva house muSeum, which
onevcould.visit by crossing through the lobby of thé hotel build-
ihgr(converfed into apartments). The wing of the old hotel which
had:abutted.the porth éle0gtion of the house was remsved and the
house restored to itsibé;ic dimensions. ‘fhe work was completed
ﬁrdbably by i914, and photbgraphs pﬁblished in 1917 show tEe
housevin the séme basic condition if waé found in’the 1966'5 ~’

and 1970's.

~ The documentary evidence of the eighteenth and nineteenth cehtﬁry
allowslfttlemore than a peek at thé;original structure of thél
Carlylé House; but ‘it mayzrefléct thevchangihg atfitudes of
';everal genérations tpwar&'the aging mansion éhd its historical
significance. The bufldihg wentithrough three basfc periods of
renovation; each followed by avperibd of deéay. During the
occupation b? the Carlyle and Hefberf faﬁiiies, the hqgse,
undoﬁbtedly, was maintained-és.a'splendid dwelifng house. There
folpoed the period of décTine through the 1820's and 1830'5, 
which Qas halted by its acquisition by Green.in,18ﬁ8;:and after
the heyday of Green's Mansion House, there followed the'slow,rqinu
of thefls70's, 1880's and 1890's.: Wagar‘s.restoratfonbwas
‘succeededjby another period of decfine,_which,'in 1974, was halted
again, as a méjor effort to‘préserve and resfore the Caflylé House

was initiated by the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority.
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Doric porch at main entrarice,

I1lustration No. 8.
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CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE RESTORATION PROGRAM

lnAl972 the architectural office of J. Everette Fauber; Jr.,
F.A.I.A.,‘was fe£aijed by the Park Authority to commence reéearch
on the house and its owﬁer, John'CarIy]e, ;$ a preliminary.phase
of a pfoposed restoration bf the houée. The ffhdings,of‘the
rgsearch effort resulted in a sﬁbsequent,development of a program
.fof réétoration.v The research indicated that the grgatest |
signifitanCe of‘thévhjstory and érchitectufe of the house centered
éround Carlyle's own lifetfme;in thé house, l753l- 1780, and it

was determined by the Authority, with the support of the architect,

that this should be the focus period for the restoration.

The.years of ﬁéglectvcbuldiﬁot.hide the majestic Georgian
chafactgr and Scét flavor of tﬁfs SOpHistiéatéd hoUsé; one of

the first built in Alexandria. By feturning'the‘house to ifs
»original configurafign,' not only would a house of distinctiye
architectural design be rethrned to the Aiexandria scene but

all of the historical aséociations of tHe house could be developed
iﬁto a meaningful interpretive program; For éxamplé, the Council
of Governors meeting held at the hbuse in 1755 was thought by

many hiétorians to have been the earfiest of the taxation policies
that led to the Stamp Act‘and, heﬁée,-to the'Ahericén Revo]ﬁtion.
4$till anothér exémplé'kould be ‘the close aésociation>6F‘George‘
Washingtonband other political leaders witH‘Carlyle. His house

was open to many prominent persons. What'is evident from. the
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history of the man himself, John Carlyle's career paralleled.
the ea}]y growth and development-of the city itself and his

home served' as a perfect backdrop.

ArchitectUrally; fhg:house retained into thé-1970*s not only
the‘gféndeur and proportioh of its exterior with itsAdecoratiye
,stone elements but, also,‘two original rooms remained almost
intéct. Extensive'fémodelfng of ihe house in the midfninetegnth'
century:and its;“restorétionﬂ fn the early twentieth-centur?;‘
each Followed by‘éxtended péfiods of neglect, left fhe hogse'
with a minimum ‘of éfgnificant origfnal architécturai.feétures
fhat would justify réstbring fﬁe hqusé'as é chronology of
architectural evolution% Ekcepf for the'handsome fronﬁ hall
-circular stair, ca. 1855; and a feQ Federal maﬁte1pieces, the
earliést Georg}aﬁ character of.the interior was_preserved in
:oniy two rooms, the Council Chamber and the adjacent small

Parlor.

.The Park Authority determingd that . the beSt_use of the house
“should Ee as a house museﬁm, inferpfetiné_the Iifé and times ‘
of Johnvcérlyle. The interpretive‘progrém would féétufe
g&ucatiénal exhibftg; using the reStéred house as a backdrop

for its future collection of furnishings and cultural material;'

. The restored rooms could also be used for revolving exhibits on

. . N




the social, poliffcai and ecpnomECvdeveTopment'of Alexandria.

The period of restoration, then, centered around John Carlyle's

life within the house." | o o
/

invorder to insure the se;urity of the house and fts.future
vqluab]e co]lectfdn, it was determined at an early sfage that
the moét sophiétitéted éystemséfor'climate contfol and fire

and burglar prétection beiinstalled. In keepfng:wfth the
generally authentic character of the restoration, it was essen-
tial that such modern systems be nearly invisib]é to thé visit-
fﬁg‘public. As such, innovativerdesign'éfAthese'systems, along
wifh a néw, totally cohceaJed,Aétruqtural frame for the house,

was prbgrammed during the earliest planning stages.

One_unusuafrélement of the progrém,ias developed by the
Architect and ﬁhe Park Authority, was the incldéion of an
”Interpretivé Room." This one roomYWOh]q be,leff,.more or
less, unfinfshed and would show original eighteenth century
constru;tion‘featufeé, obvious attempts ét médif%cation.09¢f'
a. two hundred yéar period énd, finally, tHé behind the scenes
effortsvof_thisvrestpfa;ionAnot evident in thé restored

" finished rooms. Not only.onIdkthekmodern‘steel %raming,

o
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ele;frical.wiriné and fnsu]ation be visible'buf it‘couId bé

readily compared with the éXposed»hand—adzed oak jéists, hand
sp]it lathing stfips and cavity wall cbnStructién tééhﬁiqueS'-
éf the eigHteenth centUry,. By 1eaving exposed the effofts of
ifé;toration,‘the public would be épprised of the many problems

of both past and present builders.

at
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v
THE RESEARCH PROGRAM
After agreement between the owner and the akchitect on basic
restoration philosophy, policies and directives for the pfoF:
ject and -needs and objectives of the overall program, the

architect estab]ishedfthfee phases and/or levels of research.

A.f _Ex;enéfve ddcumentaryiresearchvwas commen;ed, whi;hlled

| staff researchers from thé architect‘s offiﬁe‘tbvsources
“such as‘librarfes, aréhives, photos, Clerks' records,
ingurance records, family Bib]es,‘wi]js and;deéds,b“The"
Proceedings of the Board of Trusfeés, Town of Alexandria,'
new5papers(andlpfivatevlgtters ana'joufnéls. An importént
phgse of this re$ear¢h¥wasAa.COncentrated investigation of
John Carlyle, the man. Contained in the appendix of this
report are the comprehénsiv; findings of that study:
Pérhaps~oné 6f thé most»éxcffing and.EeWarding discovéries‘
amongAdocuments was thevpacket of letters that‘JoHn Carlyle
wrote to hié brother in ScotIand from 1744 to j770. Sir'
Fitzroy Méclean, a Scot descendant 6f the Carlyies, also
owned porfrafts‘df John and George. These éoftrait5~were
tthissfoned by the brofhers as exchange gifts for one

another. John's was painted in 1765 in.the Annapolis

- V-1




studio of the eminent pqrfrait painter; John Hesselius.

“The discovery of these documents in Scotland in late

i

1974 by a staff fesegrcher from'thé architect's office

\prdvided not only such important specific documentation

available on thé construction of the house but also the

‘most accurate image of this prominent Alexandrian.

- A well organized program of exploratory inveStigatioh_on'

‘the remaining superstructure of the house itself followed

the completion of measured drawings of the structure as
it existed in 1972. These drawings, along with a full

and compiete set of photographs of existing conditions,

Y

would provide a record for posterity as to the features

in and configuration of the house prior to the forth-
coming restoration.
It soon became evident during this early phase 6f,reséarch

that extensive changes had been made, mostly in James

Green's 1855 remodeling.

From cursory surface dbserVat(ons it appeared 'that the’

Council Chamber and the adjacent small room on the west

side appeared to be. original, with Georgian-mo]dfngs_and'

details. Very suspect was the circular stair in the
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CentraITHall and several Federal period'mant31$ éhd dther

”ﬁ[ndedétéfls throughout the rest of the house.

Pefhaps;the,most exéitiqg, interestihg and‘conclusive_
pieces of evidence un;overed du;ing these expfbrations
we}e in the Council Chamber while removiné.several pieces.
ofvfriﬁ and decorative sections for closer examipation -
and_gonfirmétibn. Found uhder,the brokén serpentihe’pedi-
mehts ov?r“the QOor$4were two distincffve,;halk outlines
on the raw wood; ANot,bnfy were the pediments ofigihal
"but also réQealed was the factvthat the original doorwayé

had been later raised approximately nine inches and
shifted off center of the panteng above, presumably

when the later hall stair had replaced an earlier Georgian

model. The original door opehing was a t&pical low height

of 6'—2“. (See accompanying I1lustration No. 13.)
'One—of thg,flhted pilasters forming the overmantel at the

-chimnéy‘breast in the Council Chamber was carefully

rehoved.to reveal that the unorthodox arrangement and

_concept of ‘the chimney breast was original.
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I1lustration No. 12: Plate from Palladio Londenensiéiby Wm. Salman.
Prototype for broken pediments in Council Chamber.




I1lustrat

jon No. 13:

Same door after the broken pediment had
been removed.
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:'ﬁem0valfof thefcircu1arfstafr instailed'by.Jamestreenfih* %

',‘.‘,.,

hhthe Central Hal] exposed equally excstung re]ated evndence.j“

i The ghosts and dust llnes of the orlglnal “dogleg“ Georglan

:5sta|r w1th the lower landlng - conf|rmlng the orlglnal

6t 2“'door openlng below frOm the Councnl Chamber r‘remafnedl

’vlntact on the uncovered wall ThlS type of careful selectlve'

""fffdlsmantl|ng was contlnued through0ut the entlre house under"}

"rthe watchful eyes of archxtects and the partlcularly careful

h_and observant workmen from the Wm.-P LIpSCOmb Company,.lnc.

As the ”selectlve dlsmantllng phase was reveallng such

'i_lmportant lnformatxon and as. the program cal]ed for returnung

’

the,house-to*itS;origbnai configuratjon, the'scope of removjngﬁ

.materfaISLandbfinishes wasveXpanded; Ail_post-nineteenthvl_g

. centuryfpfaster,and“trim weré*removed”to'revealzwaII"structure )

'faand tnterlor partltions.v'The'uncovered evidence‘of;Tost '

h:_features |nc1uded a small servnce stalr the flrst floor

'.SOuthtcorridor orlglna] flreplace opennngs and orlgana] door

':helghts.. Clear eVidencefof’orlgina]vframingjlumberfwith

rosehead nalls and scar marks onjthe CEI]Ing JOlStS:Lndtcatédﬂ

o

f*_that a narrow corrxdor between the two rooms had been an. :‘i“"

-Traces.were alSo;found;revea]ingithe;Size‘ﬁ

7 and location“of-originalf¢ornices} chant-rails and base

"'moidfngs. In 1972 dormers occurred on all four hlpS of the

"Qroofa Selectlve removal of portlons of the roof revea]ed!
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that only the south dormer was original. A twin north

ddrhér had, doubtless,‘Been femoved when the. house roof was
é]tered to tié into the-Hotel wing. ‘Yet,‘the symmetfica]
nature of mfd-Geo?gian architecture would have called for
its existénce. A comparison of the measured drawings of
the house inA]972»Versus the restoration will show the

enbrmous change in the character of the house as it was

returned to its mid-Georgian configuration.

. -

When the house was first_measured'by tHe‘arChitect; there
was(no visible suggestion'of‘a first-floor be@room or the
adjaéent service stair. , Upon removal of wall plaster and
'Soﬁe mid-niheteenth cgntury f100ring? the evidence eon-
clusively réyealed_the iocatfon'of a basemént?to—éttic service
stair and a first-floor chamber suitablé for é study/office or
master‘bedroom. Not only was'the service stéif_adjacent
to_bédrooms, anbimpértang S¢rvice being the -emptying éf the
commode chafrs, but on the first floor it was across the corridor
from.the probable dihing roomﬁand next fo the south entry to
the kitchen pavi]ién; THis.méant tHat food couid also bé
~efficiently handled, for, if it were not direét]y served”

- from the kitﬁhen dependency,,it could be broughf from the
.downsfaifs, I“warvming kitchén.”
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J lmporfant during the “se]ective,dismantTing” phase fs thg
‘f}nterpretétionlof_the evidence. . Reading~the scar and éhadéw

hafks raquires a‘familiarity and knoWleage of construﬁtion
Vteéhnology and the use of materials and foq]s‘of fhe péridd.'

For example, the original interior partition construction

of the house utilized pit and whip sawn framing IUmber
“anchored by handwrought rosehead nails with flat or spade
tips. The studs were covered with hand split lath attached

with small, handmade, rosehead nails and covered_with 1 ime

plaster cohtafning a large amount of,red animal hair as a
bonaing agent; The nails used to hold the chair rails were -

LY headed trim nails with both flat and fine drawn tips.

This construction:contrasted sharply'with the evidence of

James Green's>later remodeling; which utilized sawn studs

(cut with a circular saw), machined framing, sprig, trim

"nails; rough sawn laths and harder 1ime plaster, free of

animal hair.

Generally, the eighteenth century method for connecting a

joist to a beam was to leave a projecting tenon in the

middle of the end of the joist and insert it into a corre-

sponding mortise in the beam. At Carlyle House, however; a

system of notching the joist in a stepped manner with

correspdnding ;uté in the. beam doubled the amount of bearing




for the joistg. The conneﬁtiohs were further'stréngthened
byfég§¢tailiﬁg‘or wedging the cutduts.‘ (Seeﬂlllustration

:_Nb. 14,) -Thé dertailing avoided the neea Fbr‘pinnfng or

‘pegging the cohnection, while providing a tojerancg for.

swelling and shrinking of the wood.

The unusué]itohnection 6f the joists to tHe beams was further
ststematized,by their Roman numeral mérkings.‘ (Sée
;Iilustration No; 14,)  The markings fdentify a.corrésponding'
’ joiSt to its pﬁsition on tﬁe beam, indfcatiAg thaf the

entire framfng system must have been pfefabficatéd on the
groﬁnd; marked and then dismantied for a Iater»ahd higher

‘installation.

"Two reasons fqr thié technique fmmediate]y come to hind. -
Fitst, the stone‘masons might hot have b¢en ready for the
carpenter, in‘whfch_casé he marked his framing meﬁbérs as
they were,made and, se;oﬁd]y, as a mattef.of ecohqmy. Carlyle

_may have‘hired a carpenter for thi; phasé of»the work oniy.

As Cariyle used his slaves for‘muCh of the construction, it
is possible that this system of‘“prefabriéatiéh“'reduced the

‘overall cost of construction.

Much of this may be seen in the ”IhterpretiVeIRoom,“ which

i.was established precisely for the purpose of helping the
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‘visiting public understand gfaphjcallybthis'important phase .’

"

of fhe_restoration operatibn and seeing with their own eyes

thi's archaeological evidence.

i}

Once the house was Stripped of all such noh-original interior

- features, the evidence revealed was again photographed and

measured. Preliminary desighé were then developed for the
Eepracement of these elements, in jight 6Frthéfr known ph§sical
dimensiohs, éihilaf architectural prototypes éléewhere in the
hoLse and/of as typical of the period. Thesevpreiiminary

designs were often modified several times as new subsequent

evidence came to light, either tbréugh written documentation

~or through the unanticipated discovery of additionai‘physical

evidence.

Another sourée of information which reQeafed many>aspects of
ﬁheblife of;the CarlYIe House was the archaeéldgfca1 excava;
tion. While the majbrity of the recovered artifacts dealt
with theﬁconstructidn of-the'18551h9tel, several features.
?elafed direcfly to the house, poth.befofe and affer Jaméﬁ
Green's remodeling. For such:detailé and fO( the reﬁord,

please refer to the full documentation of underground

'érchaeqlogy‘in Chapter IX.
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sTRucTURAL ANALYSES AND DES|GN EVOLUT|ON
:Tﬁe analysis of‘the existing»prefestorationvstruttﬁralféonditions
- of the Carlyle House and the design evolution of the completed
project wés, from the bégihnihg, a joint effort by the.architect,v
thg consu]ting;engineéfs and . the buiAding‘cbntraﬁtbf. Each
éqﬁtributed éertain solutions within the bouﬁds of the program
réqujréménts,nalwéys in terms of the aééthetié, theoretica]_and
praétical Ijmitétions in achieQing the absd]ute best fiﬁaj>solu;ion.
The‘constant.exchanée of concept,ACritiéism and creative innovatioh
in the face of constantly changing criteria, coﬁpleq with a unified
percept'of the larger objectivés of the féstqrafion,'was essential

to the ultimate attainment . of that goal.

In the early investigative stages of the restofation, the'process

of controlled dismantling and probing into the architeétural fabric

of the building héd, as'its’principal objectjvé; the determination
of the exten; and;nature of changeAfo the original design as
‘complefed in i753. As was readily_discernible, little of the
original fabric remained.and much -of which haa SuEinedFZZO years
Qf depredatidn was high]y suspect. _Conséqﬁentiy} the  successive
removal éf nineteeﬁth aﬁd twentieth century layering in,search‘

of purely architectural evidence also revealed an extensive amount
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of structural évi&ence as welT; Although pré?fous sUrface:
éxéﬁinatfcn had intimated_diScburagingly negativéiprembhfﬁions
of strucfufa] ipgtabiiity;.this first c]oséiinspéctidn:of the
actual deteriskation only foréshadowed.what‘was later f&und to

be near total disaster.

‘tThe fo]lowfng'dfscussion*is.orgaﬁized around fhekprinciﬁal
components of thevétrgctﬁral system. These consist, in general
terms, of the foundétfohs and‘subfsurface>;onditions, tEe-bééring:
walls and the framing sﬁbsystems.' Each was examined in the light
of predesigh éonditions; analysis of,thé causéS’of detefiération
and a review of the initial deslgn concepts for'dvercomfng the.
prob]emé. Ea;hrcomppneht is then isolated again forfa;surve? of
conditions or Ifmitafions encouﬁtered_during cdnstruction_and

réintegratediinto the final design solutions as executed.

The native éoil akound‘the-housevwas ana]yZed and féund to'be"
primarily"a_silty clay mixed with.san&. The relatively high
watér table, attributable to the fact fhat the house was built at
the riQer's edge as‘it existed in.l752, had no apparent effect

in terms of weakening the bearing capacity of the soil.. Although
. the ﬁested capacity was-not'high;‘it wés deemed adequate, gs-no )
discefﬁib]e displacement had previouély occUrred due solely to

soil failure.
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.The‘exterior foundation walls were constructed with no footings
and car}{éd to an aVérage elevation of:three.feeﬁ_below what was
idgntified‘as original grade. They Were‘bf uncouréedvstone,
consisting‘of;a mix of'fie]d stone, érudelyfcut'sandstone and an
océasidnal dréssed stdne. The*origina] lime mortar was intact in
locations whefe no lateral movement of the Wa]l had broken it or
water had»nof_dfssolved it. Extensive repointing had dcéurred fn
many exposéd areas wf;h cement mﬁrtar{ The host_severe movément
had taken p]acé along the entire length pf the south‘Wa]l, ﬁaUSed
primérily by.the‘faijure>of.the‘exter[or stone retaining wall at
that ioéation. ‘Except as affected by thét c0ndition, mos t of,fhe

rest of the exterior foundation_wallsﬁWere in a reasonably sound

state of fepair,

The‘interiof foﬁndations undef‘the east-to-west béaring partitions
were!felati?e}y uhdamaged with only ;Iight, to be>expected, normal
deterioration of the mortar. There was oné sjénificant exception.
The.fireplace fouﬁdation in Room No. B-4 had buckled severely,
 causing nbt on19 settling in thevmasonry.mas; but, a]so, a separa-
tipn from ifs bonded connectioh to the éast.exterior wajl for its
fuli;height. The initial cauge of the condition may have been'a
combination.of poér orig{na] ;onstrudtion comb[ned with éubsequent.
intrﬁsion aﬁd erosion‘from the hOn-origfnal east terface. A

furtﬁer source of the problem could be, possibly, tréCeab]e to the
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existence ‘of the well shaft iocated'in'the middle of the room,

4 feet in diameter and’its bottom nearly 13 feet below the floor

“elevation. The ‘early removal of the soil in the shaft in an.

area subject to bearing pressures from all directions would,

in.allilike]ihood, contribute to,én-already weakened condition,

" thereby precipitating the ultimate failure in the masonry mass

of the one chimney. .

Some early attempfs were devised to resfst_the buckling of the

Wa]l in Room No. B-1 end the movement of the'south exterior wall

_in Room No. B—4,> These consisted of flat platforms built of

brick, two feet high and extending the.full length of the wall."

As may be surmised, no appreciable effect was obtained towards

the objective of resisting or stabilizing the moving masonry.

As intimated above, the exterior retaining walls, which defined

the terraces on the east, south and west, were a major contributor

to foundation failure. Built at the time of_the finajAlowering

of the grade around the house in conjunction with the erection of

\the hotel.fh_]855, the'constrdction of thebterrace walls reflected

no design or practical consideration for the bearing pressures

. P “ ) ) .
transmitted to and acting upon them from the house above. Averaging
one foot in thiCkness uniformly for an average height of 12 feet,

‘these walls were of rubble and fieldstone interspersed with dressed

AN
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éandstone reused from remodeled portions of - the houSekwalls._

There wé;ﬁno_recognizab]é coursing syﬁtem emp]oyedkand,the mortar,
althoughﬂéement?tioué, was hot céreful]y,applied,_resulffng in a
fragile pile of stone, dependent mostly upon Qravity.and friction
for its Stébijity. Unfofﬁunately; this proVed tovbe insufficient
as substantial movement was quervable in fhe wesférn and southern
pértions of the wall. Thévwestern section was an irregufar arc
approximately 50 feet in diameter; The basic shabe, as'wéll'as.the
distance of the rétaining wall from the hduSé, which dissipated to
a degree the.forces écting upon it, no doqbt, saved it from further

collapse. Tests on sandstone samples were not favorable.

"

Theisouthern part of the wajl‘was>pérallel to the.house-and only
6 feet away”dué to the proxfmity of the adjoining property. The
wall reached its maximum'heigﬁt of 14 feet at this iocation and,
as .seen in.fhe section arawing, this- combination of height, |
proximity to the house and fhe“poof conétruction'was highly
.susceﬁtible to a most‘severé overturhiﬁg force. vPrior to the
beginning of:the réstoration, thé.top of the:wall had~deflect¢d
,Iateralfy nearly 18 inches out>of.plﬁmb and clearly on é'course
which could, eventually, only havé resultea'in total failhre.’
‘Ea}ly ahchdring attempts to reduce this movement through the

insertion of plates’and bolts embedded in concrete were of little

'value. The continuing deflection of the wall had racked the south
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wall of the'house_into a curiously undulatingvsurfacé, while
simulééneousIY»gfinding the foUndéfion stones to a sféte of
complete uselessness. The'movement;also e*erted a‘tensile'streSé
on the east and_Qest walls of_the hoﬁse, which, even in the bésf
of dircumsténces, were ‘ill equipped fo‘résist this forcef- |
Unfdrtqnately, the ]855vremodeling'pr§ject had. dictated the .

removal of much of the structural stone in the center bays of

both the east and west walls,ureplacingbit with frame and stucco

“panels, thereby eliminating even the potential value that this

_ mass may have had in resisting stress.

‘The eastern portion of the terrace wall was least affected by

the bearing forces of the house, as it is considerably further
away at'this location. .Additionaliy, the east terrace walls are
vs]ightjy battered and are thjcker, thereby poésessing a greater-
‘inherent ability to resiét overturning fofces. AAlthopgh>the
terface wall dfd'ndt continué on the north side of the héuse,_
the Euijdiﬁg'foundatfon was, noneﬁheiess, undgrpinnéd with
B briék down- to .the léwered grade created by ﬁhe éonstruction of
'»the hbteljaddition. Allowing for the fact that the hotel waé ,
adjacent to the house for a nUmber_of years, it'i{_remafkabie‘
that, with the extensive movement which:occurred elsewhere;'the
undérpinﬁing did nét fail,vnotwithstandfng ité cfude installation.

The underpinning consisted of variable thickness, two or three.
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brické wide, crude of nonexiétenf mortar joints;.énd no bonding
Wifh either the éést or west terrﬁce wall structuré. Evidence of
fater'attempts'fo proQide sﬁch,a‘bond by means of ﬁbhcrete poured
llqoseiy between the bricks and stones was cjear]y fneffective in
achieving that objectiVe'and,>in all ]iké]ihood; unnecessary froﬁ
the beginning. | | |

’

The fIOOr.ffaming systems were amoﬁg the best.bfeserved compohents
of thexentire étfuéture. Despite éVidénce of'moVement~IndUCed by
failure elséwhere in the bui]ding, the pfeservation of the floor
framinvaay'bé attributed to the féct that they were wg]i'bui]t

and “deéigﬁed“ in the sense oF_being, for the most part, adequate
for the,tasks asgigned'them. The spans were relatively short,‘

the section modulus acceptéb]e éndbthe mortise and tenon connec-
tions,‘while anerently weak, were strenéthened'someWhaﬁ by'f]aring

- the tenon into a distinct dovetail and by the additional measure -

of stepping the tenons to provide more bearing surface.

vThé'original joists varied in size.ffom.roughly 2" x'lO“xto 3'" x 12",
spaced at varying distances from 16" to 22'" and spahhfng anywhere
from 8 to 12 feet. The‘joists Qere framed.to‘béar; in all cases,‘
eithef on the mason}y'walls or into the lérgelbeams whose dimensions
varied from>12” X.lzn'to 10" x 141, The wood-to?masonry egnnections

"consisted of unshimmed pockets letiinto-the masonry, with an
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ocdasionai iﬁstance of a wood member cut in a beveled fashion, as
'iftfdfimply recogniti&n or the need for firebreaks. All of the
origihal wood-to-wood connedtﬁohs were mqrtisé and tehon;iaithough
Jater'modificatioﬁs to the Structure ihfroduced supplementary beams
in a straight_beéring condition.. The fiﬁféh flooriﬁj was applied

directly over the joists and leveled where necessary to seat

properly by notching. Slight evidence of undated fire damage to-

the ceiling framing mehbers in Room No. B-2 mayvaCCOUnt.fbr'the

! rep]acemeht of the origihal flooring in Rooms No, 102 and 104 above,

but the structural integrity of the framing was, apparent]y, not

~

,nm:m,.

affected. (See measured and archaeologlcal drawings bound heretn )

— e i s T - . . .

VSIS s

Y

The prlnc1pal element |n the orlglna] roof framing conSASted of
large trusses, whlch flanked the masonry masses of the chumneys.

(See measured“drawrngs.) The'bottom chords remain in place,

'és'do‘tﬁe top chorHs,‘althéugh the latter had been dimersiSnaily
reduced.invmostvcasés. All of the intermediate members, és well
" as fhe mid-span purlins, were, evidently,'removed.at the ;ime the
attic was first conVerted‘to habitable space. The ﬁajqrity‘of

the original 3" x 4' rafters remain intact. All framing members

e

rest on,platés on the masonry wa]ls.' Outriggers were mortised
“into the plates (see drawnngs) to carry the eaves and cornlces.
PrlnCIpal truss connectnons were punned and all other connections

_were mortise and tenon. The entire-north bay framing-was destrpyed

5
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and rebuilt in.the succession of changes to the house ih conjunc-
tion with. the-abbreviated life of the hote]>addition,'whiCh
abutted and was physically connected to' the north side of the

house. (See lllustration No. 8 in Chapter 111.)

The interior brfck beéring walls run éaéf'to west the full widih
of the h0usé; Although it is clear that they were built fn'a
]éss than pérfect fashfbn, it is prbbéble‘that‘they wouldlhave
survived‘wifh 66 sefrious préblemé had not the foundations begun
their perflous movément or had tHe entire center baYs on the east
and.west elevations not been removed. The north wall was relé-
tipely sound for ifs entire Ienéth, with the e*ception of the
‘easternmost'end; which, undoubtedly, ¥ailed>due'to the removal

of the exterior masonry.

The south wall reflécted the problems emanatfng from all the.
séurces of‘féilﬁfe acting upoh ft, SucH.as the foundations and the
removal. of the masonry settions;-but it also ethbited anvinterest_
ingvvariation in its failure pattern. Illusfration No. 15 shows
“an opening into the dining room from the hall, WHich.was clearly
origina{ construétion; Also clear was thg fact that the failure

had occurred early in the building's history, as thé material

employed to close it consisted of split lath and handwrought nails.
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Additfona]]y, althouéh the orfgihal‘p]aster had been replaced
several {fmes over in the houée, no surface trace of the
aberration Qas evidenf, théréby indicating that the corrective
meagureS'had stabilizéd the movement. A. proBable cauée for the
failure is revéa]ed in a lettef déted NoVembef I2,v]752, ffoﬁ
John Qarlyle fo_h?s brother, George. John stated that a severe
réinstpfm damaged mucﬁ of‘the ﬁasonr? work, déléying cénstruction
cohsider§b1y; and it must have beén at this:timévthat the passage
was sea]ed;. Other Iocationé in‘thg wal] show gtabi]e signs of
shear failure, QHich’begah moving discernibly only during the

restoration process while lateral bracing was temporarily removed.

.

L

The question bf'whether,on not the Carlyle House was built entire]y.v

of brick or stoné, sgriousiy raised not too many years ago, was
quick]y_resolved-by the remoyal‘of the cement étuccorin'severé]
remofe locations. _Thé stucéo; itself up to four layeré_aﬁd severalv
inches thick in maﬁy placés, fndicétes,successive applications from
Qeryvear]y in the bui]ding'é h}stofy. The earliest‘photographs
from the 1860's show the.house as stuccoed and other evidence
‘indicatgs éar]iér orfgin; The dfgasferous conditions which were
‘imquiately.revealed'concise]y'exp]aihed the reason,behihd the
earliér'queétion of the building méteffa1;- The house was built of

‘sandstone but had been fepaired many times andbinvmany locations
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with brick infill. Undoubtedly, some previous observers had.seeh'
this‘eXfensive brickwork through 'spalling.stucco and.cohcluded

that the entire structure was of brick.

The exferiof walls were all ﬁohinal]y 240 fhkék and thoughf to be

solfd construction. The'ihteriér surfaces were fough”cqt and
_funevénly:coqréed stone. The extérior'on'the south;'eaét aﬁd5
 north'é]evatiohs was roughAfinishéd aﬁd laid in a crudeTyvcoﬁrséd
ashlar éattern. The west facade consisted of smoothlf,dressed |

stones sét in a coursed ashlar pattern. (Examination of the

TR

: meésufed drawinés of fhe west elévation reveais.fhe extreme
.ifregu]arity'in the sféne dimensioq;,,béth‘hdrizontally énd
VértiCé]TY- ‘The.diéparlty in the cerse heights on each of the
fhfee;bays led to some iﬁteres£iﬁg and cérfajnly‘awkward

_-transftions at the.corners. No quoin éligns with-énothef and,

in fact,‘each corner has a different number of quoins.)

lt‘was eQident that thé‘walls had suffered the most serious
- deterioration of the structural components. Based updn'laboratdry
teéts, the Aquia Créek stoné-w55'pE§Qen to be an }nherently weak
.materiai. The compressive strength was'determi;ed to be approxi-

mately 1,200 psi. The bonding agent was weak, water soluble and

unevénly.distributed and consiéted, primarily, of aluminum and )
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iron oxides, with silicon oxides comprising the bulk of the
remaindeF;IvFrom its beginning, this combination was pooriy
eﬁuipped to Withstand the many negative factors which were to

relentlessly attack it in the years to come.

MoSt-peksfsténf and severe of tHese faétbrs wés~water, which
dLssolyed the bonding agents éhd'leftva very fragile shell 6f
sand sfabilized‘and heid‘togethef only by the interior plaster
and exter%of spucco.',Water attacked the walls from all directions
and was aggravated by fhevlack“of maintenance, as leaking roof
" sections and downspouts permitted continuously groding.cascades
vof'rainWater. Wind dam;ge wasibekhap§ Pess'qiconstant source
. of damage'bﬁt eduélly so'aqd'certainly hore specfacular. A
ﬁufricahe in 1896 Severé]y damaged,the southeast corner of the
house and-high winds in the spring of 1975, during-construction,
nearly demolished fhe southwest corner before emérggncy‘bracing

could be inétai]ed.2

The Iaferal shifting of the fpﬁndatibn walls as described above,
'ih'conjunctionvwith the removél of)tHe center-béys on'thé east

and west efevatioﬁs,'contf?buted most severely to thé deterioration.
Thevstone could not resist theIStrésses placed upon it and had

failed in shear and compression at several locations. An additional
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factor in the buckfiqg of the walls regulted frombthe fact that
theré W;s>virtually no lateral bfacing of the wall qr_bthér
Vconﬁection to the interior framing.syétem;. 'Al] such connections
‘were simple bearing ﬁonditions;.whichvhad»nolabflity fo withstand
the dynamics of moving masonry}‘ Engineefing~analysis showed thét
, . ‘ X :
the walls were more than adequate_to’feéist the forces plaéed'
ﬁpégpfhem in sfmp]e bearing or vertically impoéea'condiffbns
ffom.the‘flpor and roof syétems Eut, without the bracing,.Héd but

little ability to deal with the lateral stresses.

The:mortar_emb]byed in the original construction Qas_a‘]ime'
mixture with small quantities of sand. Much of the 6rigiﬁa]

‘had wéshed out and been paFched or replaced with cement mortaf'in
varying proportionsj This later work contfibuted to thé continued
 deterioration-of thg stone,ésithe dissimilar materials had
-feaqted té the weathér cycles analother.sfresses fn_differeﬁt
waYs., The cemént mortar was generally stronger than the stone
and, thus, hastened the process of spalling and disintégrétion

begun by the other factors.

in summary, the sources of structural deterioration encountered
in the Carlyle House are as varied and severe as ever could be
~ expected-and their cumulative effects illustrate this fact in.

excruciating completeness. In brief, they are:
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a.  Soil conditions: While adequéte in a static coﬁdition, the
'cié; subsoiTS near the water table did not offer resistance
to the dynéﬁid forces acting upon;it;

b. Design fnagequacies:__Fai]ure‘to ]até?al]y"brace the walls
hastened their own destruction.

c. Induced Faflure through reﬁodeling; ‘Removal of the masonry

rbays, lowering of the'g;ade eleva;ion, dismantling of rodf
 trusses and other caréless fechniques.

d. Watgri_gDiséolution‘of stone and mortar.’

e. Wind: Hurricanes. |

f. Organicfattacki Fungal attack_(dry.rdt)_in sbme framfng-

:members, plant growth;:y}nés, e{EL; on exteribr masonry.

g. Animél'attack: Minb;; but'evident, damage frqm termites,
powder post beetles .and carpenter ants. - |

h. Poor craftsmanship: ngniﬁicant eQideﬁce of'poor technique-
thfoughout the house in both the original and subgeqUent

construction.

The éarly and consistent obsefvatioh of the last of these factors,
boér craftsmanshiﬁ in._ the oriéina]xwork,vremained a constant
puzzle. The cause ofA;he incongfufty of this kind of workmanship
in the COntéxt of “the grand desfgn concept of the hoﬁse and

juxtaposed with examples of fine execution in the decorative

details in both stone and wood was not readily discernible.
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ObV|ously, dlfferent craftsmen were re5p0n5|ble for dlffenent
parts of the building; but why such disparity in technlque?
Upon the discovery of'Carlyle's Ietters_to his brother, tne
answer became very clear_as‘Carlyje described the circumstances

~ surrounding the completion of the house ‘in 1752.

As nothing has happen'd since my former letter |
cannot think of anything from hence that will be’
Intertaining to you or my sister. [Carlyle was
referring to his sister-in-law. ] | have had a
Very Troublesome year of this last, & expect not
much better the next. As | am now out of hopes
of getting into my house This Winter, the Violent
Rains we have had this Fall, has hurt the Stone:
Walls that we was obliged to Take down apart,
after it was neigh its height, which has been a
,loss & great disappointment to me, however Time

& patience will overcome all {!| am in hopes) its
a pleasure to build in England but here where we
are obliged to do everything with one's own
Servants & these Negros make it require constant
‘attendance & care- & so much Trouble that if | °
had suspected it would have been what | have meet
with, | believe | should made shift with a Very
Small house.3 :

ﬂFaced with corfécting both the causes and'effects of errors
initially committed over 220 years‘agb proved. to be a taék as
complicéted and mdre sé fnan thaf qf.idéntifying thé pranems.
fhé following briéfly represenf the-basic objectives to be.
aéhieved in the structural reStora;ion. |

a. Lfve;load ériterié: 1p0 psf onvfirét floor, SO-psf-on

second.
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b. Strengthen roof structure.

c. Prevent subsoil movement.

d. Brace bearing walls to prevent buckling. -

lnffiai design~detjsions which'réfiect thege objectiVés Weré
carefully considered in cohjunctibh wi th the‘broader-aims.of the
r?Storatioh“process. These includéd'the'retention and minimal
disruption of the original fabric Qherever,possible; Also to be
considered Were the aesthetic aims of fhe finisﬁed prdje§t, which

demanded that all modern structural work be as invisible as

.feasib]y'possib]e whén complete.

Tﬁe foundatfén dééign, although Critfzai, was'relativéiy straight-
forWard«in-ch;ept.- It wés_projeéted to plaée a concrete retaining -
wall at the north end of the héuseijn ordef.to protect the weakened
wall‘frdm‘the eartHApréssuréé of the restored original grade at
this location. A mass cohcreté‘bgttress was.planned at the exist-
ing south retaining‘wall to resist the overturning forces from
tHe house above.» The stone footings of the thselwére to be
undefpinnéd withké concrete grade beam in ordef to provide -firm
bearing and to more evenly distribute.the load to thé clay subsoil.
The’col}apsed footing beneath'fhe soUtHeast Fffepléce was to be

rebuflt, while the masonry above. it was temporarilyvshored.
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| The framing systems wefe,’essentially, to‘be left in place But'
.gtreﬁéthened, as required, to meet design fbad ﬁriferia. DQe to
‘space‘heeds in the attic, it was decided ndt'to resfore»thei
originalvtrﬁss and purlin system. In lieu §f festorétibn,_hew

2" x 10" rafters were installed adjacent to the existing, ridéé
biateé were.addéd,;hip rafteré were rebuilt with the.adqitidn of
.;1ifch plates ihsgrﬁed betWeen'é”,g-lO”s.- A1l the beéring»connec-
‘tfohs‘were red9ne anorder to relate to the steel framfhg

desdribéd below. 'New plywood sheathing was‘ihstalled, as‘required,
to repléce deferiorated origina],‘théreby'providiné additioﬁal-

stiffening to the roof members.

As requ?red onban individual basié, floor beamé wére to-be rein-
foréed by the additibn of steel flitch plafeg...All-ofigiﬁal floor
.jofsts were to remain in-place; but hany of the beam conﬁectidng
";wére.to be redone wikh'the use of new metal joist hangers,bés.
required to meet 1oads.. Additionally,,some areas of the:first
‘fiéoerere-to”FeceiQe supplementary joiéts, also whéré required to

~meet new load requirements.' (See 1llustration No. 19.)

‘As the most critical component, ‘the bearing wall system was to
receive the most extensive ‘structural solution. The basic concept
consisted>of the installation of an independent steel frame designed

'to accomplish the following principal objectives:
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a. To direct]y réceive fhe floor and roof framing connections,
ﬁhd; relieving ‘the Beéring walls of tHe'latEral Toadsf
b. To carry these loads to firm bearing thrdugh>the means of
indepehdént_concrete péd footings.
c. Tb»prévide éibaéé for énchoring.Of the walls for their full
height. | |
.

The principal compbnent of 'this systeh‘consisted of the following:
a. Rectangﬁlar»tuse columns. embedded and'groutéd into the walls
at each of the window jamb openings. This concept was

predicated on the fact that many window openings existéd,_
thereby,provfding space for an qgequate.number of vertical
membeks; which, corrééponding]?, would reduce their size, as
well as that of the hdrizoﬁtal member.‘,

b Chanﬁel'sections:té'be'plaéed étkfhe floor line fo receive

all of the roof and floor wood framing.

fhe decisions regarding the'restoration'ofifhgvexteéior sfonework
werevbased.upon structura], as well as aesthetié, considerations.
The north, gasf énd south walls were to be covered again with new
cement stuéco; This would prévide an impermeéS]é membréne to
resfst ;he effects of'water,.as well as serve as.Binder to the
surface of  the deteriorated stone, thus p}eyentiﬁg further erosion

and movement. The west elevation, as well as the quoins and stone
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architraQe df the windbws_were fo be’restored through'a process
- of chemicsl reconstitution of the sfone,.using a permangnt Einder
on the sUrfa;eijth powder to achieVe the original surface color,
texture and profile. THis process would dfsturb the exiﬁfing
- fragile.stone the 1éast, tHus “preserving its intrinisic, as well
' : A N
:as its weak but supposedly remaining structural integrity,

¢

The structural restoration concepts described above had attempted

-to fésp]ve and anticipate‘the aesthetic and tﬁeqretical.problems
invoiyed in the actual process within‘the scope of known determi-
nants. Upon the actuél beginniﬁg of the recéhst?uctidn,‘tﬁq
fagfors‘materfalized.which made it incfeaéingly clear that the
prémiées 6F éarlier decisions Were’eroding,'irr¢v0¢ably.r These
factors included the emerge;ce of tqta]ly’ﬁew and unexpectéd
conditions which would prohibit'the execution of the concept as
désigned.and:the painful conclusion that many.of~£he'deteriorated
cohditions.previously analyzed were, in Facf; more exténsiVe-and
mbre'seV¢re than'thoughf‘possib]e. Theoreticall?, and, perhaps, it
is not unrgaiistic to sbeculate'thaf reality was only a short step

tﬁgn time‘and-space from theory; the. building should have ﬁeased‘to

. - : o
exist a long time ago.
Given this new set of_condftions,'SeriOUS debate qnéued, in

which the efficacy of any system 'in conjuction with the existing
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remains cou]d'ever'prové useful. The only option not_seriouslyf
cbnsideréd was demolition and total réconstrUctién. Agéin thé
mutua] cooperation of contractor, engineer ahd‘architect'was
required to devise some experimental solutions, each to be
carefully tried andkthé results analyzed before proceeding with
the succeeding steps. :

. A

The following‘deséription of probTe@ areas'indicates graphically
the extent of the problem:'\§evere space‘limjtatioﬁs and excessive
detériorati&n in‘poth thé FOUndation and the nineteenth century
retaining wall”ét the south side precluded the’ins#allation of the
new retaining wall as-désigned. ' . |

As seen in iilustration Né:-l7, the configuration‘of the new

mass retaining wall Was modified significantly. The fill between
the house and the.wall was removed in Qrder to iower the point at
- which the soil préssurevffam'the masonry‘wall was transmitted to
”the_new,'thus reducing the overturning movement. Additionally,
‘a shallow retaining wall was plécedihext to the.hédse footing with
a ContinuoUsvélab to the mass wall. This becém¢, in sum, a form

" of box beam which provided additional resistance to lateral

buckl ing.

The state of deterioration in the north wa]I,combined with excep-
tionaily poor workménship in. the nineteehthfcentdry underpinning,

’
I
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demandéd still another revision.in concept.  A concrete refaining
waT] W;g placed against the house. 1|ts/priméry‘functiop was to keep
earth pressurevfrom fhe new garden fi1l from buckling the wall.

fo éerve the same effect,. the columns along the north wall wére
dropped_fo new pad footinés at an elevation-befow the shaky -exist-
fng undefbinhing.' In lieu of the segmental.concrete underpinning
’origiﬁally/concgived for this area,.a continuous‘Qrade beam Was

cast adjacent to it on the inside in order to avoid diStufbihg the

" fragile balance of ‘the masonry.

Afhe_stone foundétion‘mass of the southeaStiﬁhimney.was‘considerably
more deterforated than anticipated,wwhfch meant that-the ofiginal, 
concept oFAtempofarily subportfhg the'wéllvahd fireplaces abéve
whflé restorihgithe foundation became totally TmpoSsible. THéth]y
available bption‘was to remove the entiké,struCture'and rebui Id if

in its:entifety.

:,The'generaf condition of the wood framing systems was well documeﬁted
~in advance of ;onstrUctjon; hende,‘no surprises.came to the suffaée.
: Modiffcation’of some minor ésﬁects of £he~design-approach’was
hecessary in order to accommodate the méjbr changes precipitated‘ﬁy

rédesign_of the principal steel framing systém‘

The single most disturbing factor discovered as construction began

concerned the exterior bearing walls.. The préVious assumption
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éoﬁcerning their solidity'was‘quickly negated, as they were
discbVéF;d:tp7have been constructed as a cavity wall ééhSIsting of
two veneers appréxiﬁately 6'* - 8 thi?k of cut and rough stone, with
’an infill and rubble léose>materiélvand what,aﬁparehtly, had .
startedulife as a rough apbroximatfon»of concrete slurry. The
cumulétive'effecfs of the negative forces at work on this inherently
' 4w;ék¢f strdcture had reduced_the_étone in many locations to a mere
sand castle, he1d in place, liferajly, by the stucco. Upon removal
of‘tHe reméining-parts of #he original stucco and bartial disassembly
vOF the intefior framing, it was'diécovered thét wood lintels ;n the
inner veneer ektended”the full width of the bay, spanning both -
openfngs‘énd, in fact, providing'somé.very critical horizontél‘
'éontinuity in the strqctu;e. The combinétidn of these factoré
clearly_indiéated'that the conéept_of imbedding tube columns into
the wails.was nof a desirable solution.. ¢Providing‘the vertical
chase-required wdu]d have further weakened what ]itf]e firm stone

remained and penetrated the lintels - which was not a good ideal.

The first priority was to commence ‘at once the evidently extensive
task of stabi]izfﬁg'the deteriorated stone veneer.H.A mason_with
substantial experience in stone work was summoned to perfofm this
a]mostvéﬁrgicélly'de1icate task of selecting and excising the
;dam;ged stone; while retaining that which was still bagiéal]y

sound. The distinction in many instances was not always perfectly
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cléar‘and ;he masonfs‘skill was criticaf to maintaining that
fragile:béﬁance. The object of the exeréise.was'threefold} to‘..
simply stabilize fhe remaips; to provide a firm'and,:more 6r']ess,
true surface for the new ffhish-work gnd,‘mo§t importaht,:to
‘provide firm-anchorage mass for the ﬁew steel frame members.
‘This process consisted 6f<packin§'the ybids with grout, steel

’ . .
refnforcémeht,.where possiblé, and So]id brick. The basic ¢oncept
of'rembving thé vertically‘imposed Io;ds and lateral thrusts upon
thé walls was not"afteredjbut the méané of achieving this end was
gign}ficantly changed. vAfteE considerable debate; theisolution
arrived ét,.WTth tHe cénsensus of the ehgineers and contractors,
conﬁistea of the folloWing:: The principal vertical membérSIWére
‘seleéted to‘be'larée anglé éétfions.lotated'flusH,to the wall in:
the corners of the principal spacés. This section réquired minimal
desfruction to the existing stone suffacéiand eliminated the prob-
leméﬂbf installation in tHe WihdoQ jamb reveals, as prevfouslyb
| broposed;:‘(Thé major éxception to the reduced chasing inté*the‘
_masoﬁry occurred Wherevthe wélls were significantly;but'of plumb
Lfor thefr fu1] height, particularly in fhe north bay basement
'and fi(st f]§or.) lnasmucH as the numbgr of vertical members was
decreased, the size was corréspond?ngly incfeased.. The horizontalb
channel‘memBers were changed to deep tube sections in order to

g
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more effectively carry the necessary loads over the greater span

at tHé.#ioot ]ines and to wide flange beams at the roof line.

The deéfsion with regard to-the.final'selection of exterior
surface treéfméntvhad been initially based on aesthetics rather
than structural considerations. The éast, north and south eleva-
tions were to be'recovered’with &emeﬁt‘stucco to cover the kﬁown
extent ofvbriﬁk ihfill and‘to_évo{d‘the“restoratfan of thé
undressed and irfegularly‘coursed stone in.thesg-eleyations. The
ffnal expésftibn‘of the extent.and degree of the stone deteriora-
tion providéd an additional function fo? the sfucco;in addition
tq providingrweather protection, ﬁhathof a.bOnding membfane. The

west elevation surface wés‘initial]y_tg Eavelbeen restored in
place by chemical pfocesses. Rejectioﬁ of this for economic

_ réasons was further.vihdicated in reviewing the structural condf—_
tfon of»the west wall. The final choice of a néw limestone veneer
had the corqllafy benefit of providjng a structurally'sohnd and
true surface, with each stone(anCHored individdé]ly to solid |
masonfy,behind it. The old surface was>totally remdved and, thus,
‘the entire wall acquired neﬁ added strength thaf ft probab]y’neVer
had. . o ’ -
In sum, the Carlyle Housé presented an extreme set of difficulgv

structural problems, each of which was subject to theoretical,
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pracfical and aesthetic,Scrptiny and, in cer;ain_cases, a new
abproach before it was’finajly adopted. The structural dynamfcs_'
‘which had created the near disaster creatéd, in turn, a.dynamic
structural dialogue which overcame  them. It is safe to séy'that,
despite the ‘legacy of impeffection, the Carlyle House will now

s;and safely. and comfortably to the tercentennial,

VFootnotes

1. Froehling & Robertson, lnc. - Letter to Harrié, Norman,
Giles & Walker, 8 December 1972, on tests:of sandstone
sample.. : : '

2. Washington Star, 1896.

3. Carlyle to George, 12 November 1752.°
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Vil o
DEVELOPMENT OF MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

Required new systems consisted of year-round climate control with

critical humidification instrumentation, general electrification
system for adequate lighting and power operations, sensitive fire

detection and suppression systems and intrusion and space motion

detection and alarm systems.

A

.
¢

Climate Contrél: After s tudy and comparatfve feasibility
investigations had been‘completed, the basic,éystem selected
and finally adoptéd wés'an'elecfrically driven, two-pipe.
‘chilled water sysfem withkéir-cooied condenﬁers and electric
resistance heaﬁing elemgnts,vdistrfbuted'through ducté and
proQiding‘forced air heating,’cogling and veﬁtj]ating.'_Thfs
was accomp]iéhedvthropgh avéeh;fal fan énd ¢of1 unit supplied
with an electric power humidifier and spécia1~filters to
reduce duét and air-borne contamihants."Suéh a system was
required for a hQuse museum = éghibiting anfiqﬁe furnishings,

valuable portraits and other relics and decorative art objects.

The special requfremeﬁts of the machinery for such an operation
were beyondkthe'héndling capacity of ‘any one area within the
exiStfng housé. Even the aftiﬁlUﬁder the high, hipped roof
‘.was nbt sufficientfy Iarg¢ té accéﬁmédate the'chiller-COndenser
and the necessary fans-and coil units.. The owner strongly

felt tﬁe basement of the house cou]d not be sacrificed for -

mechanical equipment.
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Inasmﬂéh as the NVRPA owned and expected to eventually restore
thémédjacent; larger, Bank of Alexandria building, tHe system
’Qas-designed:to.separate the chi]ler-cohdenser and to»loéate
._itlih'a vault in the‘basemgnt of that structure. 'Well
iﬁsulated undéfground piping conﬁects the.chiller-cdndenser
't0'fan-énd-coil units within the CérTyle Hduse, thus'sebara-'

ting and isolating the noisy machinery from the house museum

”propér.

An imaginative and innovative use ofvchimne? flues, fire-
place openings and ¢Io§et§a and furred spaces for ductwork-
served to returﬁ the public vieﬁing areasAdf ;he Carlyle
House to a closer resemblance of the spaces as ‘they

existed during John Carlyle's lifetime.

The Iarge‘and fmpéréénf_Coﬁncil Chémber has its very own:
fan-and-coi | uni£ below the fikst"floor level with condi-
_tionéd;afr introduced through unobtrusive floor slots_ana
return airirouted inconspiciously through the fireplace.
Few, if any,’fnsurance carriers will bermit the use of
open fires in.house museums due to added exposure. The
firé suppressaht gystem would discharge or have to be

discennected, hence, eliminating its effectiveness. Because

current fire detection and suppression systems are so very

sensitive and far beyond minimum code requirements, local
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bfficials also permitted the use of fTexible'ducting,in,the
chfmney flues with dampers at the maih unit.  This special
waiver of the code allowed.the chimneys to be?used without

total rebuilding.

During the early design phése, the projected, interpretive
program determined that visitors would not have total access

to the'smallervindividua]erOms.A This gave .the architect and

~his consultihg mechanicél engineer more flexibility in locat-

ing and concealing supply and return air grilles. Thermostats,
< .

so necessary in a multizoned system, are cleverly hidden

behind hinged sections of chair ;ail,thse topside and bottom-

side are slotted to permit room air to'circulate around the

sensors.

Electrical System: Other than the service wiring for the

various meéhanical systems, the general electrification of
the house was strittly to’pfovide outlets for off-hours
janitorial use, for emergency aﬁd safety ]ightfng required
by lécal building codes ahd.for exhibit lighting and office

and toilet use in the basement area.

Again, the phi]oéophy of concealment was followed by plécihg

recessed ehergency lighting in the ethBit hallways gnd with

outlets. and switches hidden behind hinged seCtions of Chair

rails and baseboards.
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The basement was to be adaptively used for reception areas,
rééf rooms and office work. rooms. - Hence, eléctrical outlets,

receptacles and fixtures were not hidden from view.

Anéthe; waiver;grante&'by'the City'becaysebof_the special use

of this‘house wéé the mandétory requirement for the pse of

i]luminafed exif lights in the exhibit aréas.’ Due to the

relativéiy small_scale of this public builqing énd‘becausé
‘-of.its relqtively open and conventional p]ah,‘discréet)
 painted,'exit-si§ns werevsubstifgted;

c. Fire Detection and Suppression Systems:

l; Perhaps dne_of the m6st sopﬁisticated systghs pla;ed in.
the Carlyle.Housé:ié tHe fire protection system. NVRFA'
demanded the‘best system fo not only shield the‘réstoréd
bﬁilding but,.also, to profect'its irreblaceab]e collec;
tion of éntiques, relics and documents Qhowﬁ within,

- A system of-Halon_iBOl gas was insfai]ed. This fntricate
syétem of gas was determined to be far suberior to water
or chemical suppressahfs. It would, when activated,
neither harm the building and its collection nofvwod]d
it be toxic to human beings. ‘Halon Cyliﬁders are' stored

',in_fhe attic and piped under pfessuré to thg individual
rooms below. ponduits were concealed béhind floér'

joists, cornices and within the walls. Each room is
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éupplied with a sdpply nozzle, hidden behind a hiﬁged
sectfon of cornice. There are two‘détector§ or sensors,
an'inconspicuouslrate-of—fise over the doorway archi?‘
'trave.and_an ionjzation detector wifhin the return air
duCt.i The house is divided int0'eighf-zonés, two on
~each of four floors. Each zone is immediateiy sealed
by the automatic cldsing of doors and dampers within
. thevmeéﬁanicaldéystem and Halon gas is diScHarged
under.preséure within ten secdnds.‘ Successfully used
fdr many years in_;omputer:storage banks, Haldn is
beginning fo find a greater application in museums,
Its rapid response and c1e£h operaffon make'it ideal
for valuable re;tored bqi]dings and antiques and collec-

tions housed within.

D. Infruéion Alarms: Suffice it to say thaf>highly sophisti-
'dated ﬁotion detection and magnetic cdntact systems have
been inStaiIed and<provfdebévhigh degree of secur}tyvand
are‘redsonabfy free of constant maintenahcé and chances of
accidental activation..‘Further choices fqr the protection
of_individu;l.object54have‘been ]éft to the dis;retion of

the Curator.

The climate control, fire suppression and other security systems

all include select features for the house and its collections.

Vil-5




They provide for constant levels of hhmidity, dust filters,

non-toxic fire suppressant agents and a high degree of pefimeter

and interior security.
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ARN
'EXPLORATORY WORK ON SUPERSTRUCTURE

. Above Ground Archaeology and Ex-
ploratory Work on the Superstructure

The following is a room by.
room tabulation identifying
all interpreted original
features, physical evidence
of subsequent changes,
gathered evidence with.
bearing on restoratidn and
restoration action indicated
~ by this evidence and
_itemized restorative action
consummated during this
exercise, -
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CARLYLE HOUSE B

ROOM: NO.

FLOOR

SIZE USE/NAME
Basement 11 x 32! Hall

'Original Features
North Wall;“A
Ceiling joists.

Beams.

on service stair. '

Evidence of Change

East and west walls removed or
altered; one to provide access
under nineteenth century terrace
and the other to open up under froj
entry steps. ’

Nineteenth centuryACQnstruction

Floor of rough concrete.

Evidence for Restoration

Archaeo]ogical probing indicated *
floor had been lowered about one ‘
foot at one time. o

Céiling joists had been cut to

provide opening for ca. 1855 service
stair under main stair location.

Viil-2

.original stones.

buckling.

replaced, using running pattern.

Restoration Action

Service stair removed.
West wall undér front entry replaced:f
Southeast chimney mass rebuilt, usin

West wall had
severe structural defect dué to

Floor lowered énd-brick flooring



ROOM NO. | FLOOR | SIZE | USE/NAME

| CARLYLE HOUSE - B2 Basement | 16' x 14' | Kitchen
Original Features : Evidence of Change
‘Walls and Cefling'jofstsﬁ . Original firep[abé reworked with
© S : : | nineteenth century hardware and
- Fireplace. . - ’ details. :

WEndows-enTarged.

Evidence for Restoration B o _Restoration Action

~Original p]aéter'fragments, again, - | Doorway bricked in.
outlined missing service stair. o o -
: - 01d 'service stair replaced.
Windows had been cut down and made - '
larger. ' , . ' Floor lowered and bricks set.

EVideﬁce that floor had been lowered Joists reinforced as needed.
and then paved with bricks. : '

Joists showed positive evidence of
having been burned in a fire.
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ROOM NO.

FLOOR

CARLYLE HOUSE . . B-3

- Basement

-

Original Features

:Walls;,ceiliné_joists'end beams.
Stone»doof frame.

Original large handwrought‘hook in’
- beam - possibly for hanging meat.

IWeII’shaft B-3.

_Evidence of Change

Enlafged windows,

Evidence for Restoration:

Well shaft B-3 3'-1" at opening,
tapering to-2'-9" at bottom. 11'-2"
deep well originally brick lined was
filled with oyster shells.

Cut Stqne jambs of windows clearly
revealed sills had been lowered.

Floor lowered and then paved with brick.

J
Ve
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‘Wide service door replaced with

Restoration Action

Well B-3 evacavated, filled with san
and bricked over with distinct
pattern to- preserve locatlon in
brick f]oor.

Structure reinforced.
Floor loweredAand paved.

beaded board door wnth hIStOFIC
hardware.



ROOM NO.. FLOOR E SIZE. ' USE/NAME

CARLYLE HOUSE B-4 - | Basement |17' x 22
Original Features t ' R - Evidence of Change

Walls, ceiling joists and beamé. Enlarged’windows.
Well shaft B-4.
Mummified cat found in masonry of
southeast chimney mass.
Original outline of service stair.

L

‘EVidence.for Restoration 4 o .‘ Restoration Action
Well B-4 was 3'-6" x 13' deep with | Well shaft excavated and filled in
dry-laid brick stretchers. There - fwith sand. - '
was a brick lined drainage trough S , :
which led into well from exterior Area of B-4 used for public and
of south wall, indicating that well | staff toilets and service closets.
may have been a cistern at one time. . | All new construction was held away

from original walls so entire new
facility can be removed at any time.:

Service stair replaced.
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CARLYLE HOUSE - - e 5

ROOM NO.

\IO\

FLOOR

SIZE USE/NAME -
Basement Tunnel. ap
o Vaults

Original Features

These features are all from the
mld—nlneteenth century.

Well shaft B- 7 constructed between'
1750 - 1850

Evidence of Change

Evidence for Restoration

 Well shaft B-7 predated the ca. 1850

construction of the vaults and was
bisected by the f0undat|on wall for
the tunnel
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‘Restoration Action

Well shaft B-7 left for exhibit
viewing by visiting public.




CARLYLE HOUSE | 100

ROOM NO.

FLOOR - SIZE

USE/NAME
First .| 12' x Center Hall
*33!_6” -

Original Features

Trlangular bead and bevel panellng
stalr closure skirt.

Wide p]ank, heartjpine, tohgue-and-
groove flooring. :

Origina] sealed opening to dining room.

Second floor head of stalr beam still

in place.

Evidence of Change

Ca. 1855 spiral stair.
Lafer service stair under spifa] stair.

Raised doorways No. DQIO3; D-105

"and D-107.

Nineteenth century door No. D-104 to

bedchamber.

| Nineteenth century exterior doors No.
'D-100 and D-101.

Evidence for Restoration

Dust marks on walls and recessed
pockets in walls showing rake and run
of original dogleg stair and -actual
landing location.

Eighteenth century plaster fragments
under stair outlined closet.

Cut floor joists under stair reveal
~service stair to basement was ‘not
orlglnal

Carved stone fragments in cheek walls
outside Door No. D-100 believed
original to house.

Paint research done on stair panel .

was clear evidence -at foot of walls
for: base trim.
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‘bevel,

Restoration Action

Dogleg stair replaced, embellished
with typical trim from CounC|l Chamber.

Al plaster and trim replaced.

Closet replaced under stair.

Flooring pafcﬁed with old wood floor
from demolished Mansion House Hotel.

Door No. D-100 conjectural desfgn
from stone fragments. (Not unlike
door at Mt. Pleasant.)

Woodwork painted Robin's Egg Blue
to match orlglnal color on stair
skirt.

Doors lowered to or:gnnal 61-20 heught
using sxx-panel doors.

Hallway received. raised, bead and
dado paneling similar to
or:glnal stair skirt.




ROOM NO.

FLOOR USE/NAME

CARLYLE HOUSE 101

SIZE
First g1-9't x- Small Par

“16'-10"

Original Features

The room is almost totally original,
including flooring, ceiling plaster,
window jamb and seat assembly, fire-
place opening and trim and all wood
trim, including dentiled cornice and
pedestal chair rail. Also, fireplace
closet door, only original door in
place in house. 0Original iron jamb
spike intact. -

- Shutter hardware original - closure
bars missing. '

)

-Replaced window sash.

Evidence of Change

Raised doorways.

Replaced closet hardware.

Evidence for Restoration

Sash weight and portion of sash chord
fqund~in window assembly No. W-101.

Paint research done on all surfaces.
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Restoration Action

Doors lowered to original 61-2'", with
six-panel doors and authentic hard

Window sash replaced with 6/9.

Typicalvreproduction closure bars
fabricated for shutters. '

Paint colors, as represented by
original color scheme. -




S - | RooM NO.

CARLYLE HOUSE : Sl T 102

FLOOR - |  SIZE USE/NAME

First 12" x 15' | Dining Room

,"Ofigfna] Features

“This room was totally remodeled in
1855, when it was joined with Room
No. 104 to form a large double room.

Evidence of Change‘

ANarEQw tongue4and-groove f]ooring:

WIﬁdowé'weFe totally reworked with

‘nineteenth century millwork,

eliminating window seat.

Fireplace opening made smaller.

Evidence for Restoration

Scar marks on ceiling joists and
lath indicate location of original
corridor partition wall on east end
of room. ' o

Charred floor joists and closet
adjacent to fireplace ‘indicated a
fire from kitchen below. .

.Original jack arch for fireplace
opening in situ. '
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Restoration Action
East wall was rebuilt.
Fireplace opened up to original size
and bead and bevel paneled end wall,

typical of the period, designed as
conjectural restoration.

"Windows and shutters replaced, based

on prototype in small Parlor.

All wood trim and plaster replaced.

Floor, which was in good condition,

was cleaned and refinished.



'ROOM NO. | FLOOR SIZE | USE/NAME
" CARLYLE HOUSE -~ 3| First | 17t x| council thg
, B 19'-10" :

Original Features - . Evidence of Change
This fully paneled room is almost Doorways were raised and returned
entirely. original. The only modifica- original configuration.
tions heing to the north wall where . :
later passage connection to the hotel Small cupboard. on north wall, not

was made. Decorative elements include original.
heavy modillioned cornice with rosettes, -

. Greek key fretwork on the chair rail
and heavily molded base. The large
fireplace opening is faced with gray
marble with a painted egg-and-dart
backbatd trim with ''"dog ears." The
overmantel panel is framed by fluted
Doric pilasters. The two principal
doors have broken serpentine pediments
with a central .pineapple motif.
Original flooring and ceiling remain.

Evidence for Restoration Restoration Action

Removal of'nineteenth century door Doorways to central hall returned to

frames indicated scroll pediments were original location and 6'-2'" height.]

original, as chalk mark outline was on o ]

bare wood. Door No. D-107 had been Small cupboard was removed and new

moved 2]-1/2” to the east and all ~ | stone window frame installed.

lintels had been raised with sawn ' _ ‘ ' ;

wood filler blocks. ' ‘New section of wood panel fabricated
B . A | for north wall to match others in t

Small cupboard on north apparently room. : ’

part of the 1914 restoration of the | :

house, when passage door of 1855 was Complete window and jamb assembly f¢

sea]ed Panel surround of cupboard lost window fabricated to match oth

was executed in plaster and not wood.

Two original panels removed for
authentication revealed sequential
numbers on the back, possibly to
pair mortises and panels in ornglnal
installation. :

Paint research undertaken on all
original surfaces :
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ROOM NO.

FLOOR SIZE USE/NAME
CARLYLE HOUSE - 104 First 13' x 15" . | Bedroom or
: Study/0Office
Original Features - Evidence of Change
No originél‘features except'a bit of 'Narrow,'tbngue-and-groove flooring.

plaster survived. One interesting
feature was graffiti scratched into
the closet wall near the fireplace

by soldiers conva]eSC|ng in the

house when it was used in the 1860's .
as a hospital for Federal troops.
These marks were photographed prior
to the restoration. One closet
contained the very best example of
original plaster surface and texture.

e

Removal of all decorative trim for
cornjce and chair rail.

Nineteenth century woodworklng for
remodeled windows.

- West wall was obviously nineteenth

century, with large double sliding
doors which retracted into pockets.

Evidence for Restoration -

Floor framing and plaster .fragments
on south wall identified original
service stair location. A notched,
old center post for winder stair
had been reused in framung later,
divider wall.

Fragments of. orfginal plaster near
fireplace prov:ded scar ev1dence
for cornice depth.

Jagged stone surround to window
frame No. 104 revealed it was a
relocated original window. [ts
slightly smaller size indicated it
came from the second floor east.

West wall was of nineteenth
~century (circular saw) construc-
tion and was thicker than orlglnal

partition wall.

! VL1

‘of the service stair.

_Restoration Action

New trim was installed with a cdnjec¥
tural cornice, based on size of
scar mark on old plaster.

The L4'-6" x 6'-0" service stair was
replaced and faced.with flush,
tongue-and-groove, beaded board
paneling similar to old typical
pieces found in basement below.

Reset window No. W-104 was
removed and closed.

New window jamb assembly was
installed to match small Parlor
prototype

The west partition wall was rebuilt.

"North wall had to be totally

rebuilt due to serious structural

failure below.

The north wall was detailed as
beaded board to complement the wall
Delft tiles,
popular in England and the tide-
water area of Virginia, were used
around the- fireplace as typical of
the period.



ROOM NO.

'CARLYLE HOUSE ' ~ 106

FLOOR SIZE -

First 41 -6
Ay

Ofiginal Features:
This corridor; providing access to the
~documented kitchen pavilion, was
removed in 1855 and .incorporated into
- the resulting large, double room.

: Evidence of Change’

Obsefved brick and frame infill:
original exterior opennng on sou
wa]l

Evidence for Restoration

Most of the original stone frame
remained in situ when the doorway
was filled in, presumably, when the
room Iayout was altered

Evidence on cei]ing joists and lathing

indicated location of both orlglnal
partitions.
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"Restoration Action

The original exterior door with
transom light was restored.
The two restored partition walls
were rebuilt.




'ROOM_NO.

FLOOR SI1ZE USE/NAME

CARLYLE HOUSE

200 & 207

Second o 12' x 32" Central Hall.

Orfgina] Features

fom

Floor framihg and flooring.

Some extant, original; ceiling plaster’
and hand split lathing. B

" Evidence of Change

Ca. 1855 spiral stair. .

Later north-south partition dividing
hallway. =

-Curved corners at intersection of

corridors and hallway.

Modified east windows and exterior
roof terrace.

Evidence for Restoration

The evidence for the dogleg stair is
discussed for Room No. 100 and
reconfirmed by framing pattern of
second floor construction. '

The partition across the hallway was
of nineteenth century construction,
with extant, original fragments of
plaster above partition framing.

Total rear east wall had been rebuilt

in brick with large nineteenth century
French doors leading to a roof terrace
over added porch below. :
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_Restorafion'Action

Stair was replaced, using a conjec-
tural, large, Palladian window at the
landing. The window, while typical
of the period, was embellished with
trim elements inspired by the Council
Chamber . ‘

The hallway partition was eliminated
and a wooden, bead and bevel panel

dado was installed to complement

the ‘stair and to tie in with the first
floor hall design and the dado continu-
ing up the restored stair.,

The Robin's Egg Blue of the woodwork
is fromﬁthe original stair paneling.

“New wood trim was installed, matching

old.prototypes from below.



- | RoOM NO.

SIZE

CARLYLE HOUSE 204

" Second

- FLOOR

lnterpret Ve
Room ;

Original Features
Flooring and‘ﬂearth.
'Expdsed'floor framihg.

Fragments of plaster aﬁd_lath;

a

Evidence of Change

N

Raised doorways.
Rehodeled windows.
All original trim removed.

Remodeled fireplace.

Evidence for Restoration

This.roomiwas Stripped'of chh of its
finish material to expose original

construction features and subsequent
remode]cngs. : :

VIli-14

A1l modern systems, such as -

Restoration Action

structural reinforcement, piping _
for Halon gas and wiring, were lef
exposed as an interpretive exhlblt
of .restoration details.



ROOM - NO. - FLOOR | SIZE | USE/NAME

CARLYLE HOUSE 206 Second | 13'-4" x | Bedchamber S.E.
) : . : ]5"4” . .
Original Féatures o Evidence of Change
Most floorin§ and hearth. ‘ _ : Raised doorways.

’

WindowsiremedeTed to French ‘doors.
All original trim removed.

Remodeled fireplace.

Evidence for Restoration o - Restoration Action

Plaster fragments on south wall Service stair replaced.
outlnnlng original service stalr. :
New wnndow frames w1th pane]ed Jambs
Patched floor over service stair . and 6/9 sash installed.

well framing. : ' . .
New plaster and trim.

Portion of original, reused, 3'' x'3" . v : :
center post for service stair found - New fireplace surround to match
in stud wall adjacent to corridor. the original in small Parlor.

VI1-15




ROOM NO. | FLOOR

~

CARLYLE HOUSE W 203'8 205 Second

Original Features

Flooring. . E )

‘Hearths.

>

Evidence for Restoration

Vil1-16




ROOM NO.

CARLYLE HOUSE

FLoor | size | use/nake

“Attie 7 | Attie

Original Features

South dormer.original.

=

Large framing chord of roof truss.
Sheathing boards for roof.

Enough old and original parts in most
of roof apparently in situ, except at

north end where connection was made to.

hotel in nineteenth century.

Evidence of Change

Nineteenth century trim, plaster and

partitions were used to finish attic

space ‘into bedrooms, presumably, to

increase number of hotel rooms.

Nineteenth century dormers added,
east and west.

N.ineteenth century service stair
under south dormer. -

Evidence for Restoration

Purlins were removed from original
trusses, thereby -weakening them.

Shed roof over entrance pavilion
established as very early change.

Original shingles found scattered
under flooring. One round butt
shingle with traces of Spanish
red paint still had rosehead nail
intact.

Only two dormers (those on north and
south ends) were original. South
was extant and intact except for
sash, which had to be renewed when
connection to hotel was made even
at thlS level. ’

Restoration Action

Roof trusses strengthened.
East and west dormers removed.

North dormer restored to match
original south dormer.

Service stair restored to orlglnal
location.

"Remainder of attic was treated as

mechanical equipment space, with:
heavy air-handling unit supported on
special steel beams. Springs were
used to reduce vibrations to the
house below. "

Round butt sh|ngles used to replace
‘twentieth century tin roof.
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UNDERGROUND ARCHAEQOLOGY

IntroduFtion:  The underground archaeologicél»investigafioné
cérrfea out on the Carly]e House pfopert? Bétween.]973>ahd
1975 in conjunction With the réstoration projéct Qeré both a source
" of frustration and of‘reward, Aithéugh little of ;ignff?cance
in the form of specifid architectural data direttTy relévant
to the pefiod of the current restoration was reﬁovergd,vmuch
';ew information Waslretrieved»whfch answered some and asked
more dgestions ab@ht_the varfous occupants df‘fhe hoﬁse and site-
and>how they lived.
'A..Cérner at Cameroh and Lee Streets.
>B. Kelso examination;
C. well'Shaft B—7.
D..Weil Shaft B-3.
\ E.,WeT]:ShéFt B-b.
F. Garden well.
G. The Bank well.
H.nArcHitectu@ai réma}n§bon_Lee Street.

|. The Bank privy.

T e

. Miscellaneous recovery.

A. In May.of 1973, Mr. Richard Muzzrole, Rescue Archaeo]ogist
for the City of Alexandria,xconducted a brief examination of

 the property at the corner of Cameron and Lee Streets. In a




test pit, whichvmeasuted 2V=Q" X,3"6”, located 10'-0" from

Cameron Street and 12'-6'" from Lee Street, six distinct strata

were identifjed‘as follows:

A - S“tof coal ashes
B - 4 of late nineteenth centdry concrete rubble

C - 3" to 4 of dirty yard clean-up, mlxed with ashes
D~ II” of dlrty clay, mlxed w1th brlck bats and ashes

'E,— 13 of dark brown sand mlxed thh bU|ld|ng rubble,
mlxed ca. elghteenth century, p0551bly dependency housev

- Rubble rests on surface of undxsturbed sonl

It is ‘not known by what means the mater:al from Stratum: E
was determlned to have been elghteenth century |n>orlg|n.-
.Inasmu;h as this area Iies_within the portion of the property
~which Carlyle willed to hi.s'grandson, Catlyle Fairfax
Whiting, it ie conceiQable.that this rubble mayABe from a
strdcture erected by Carlyle. This seeme more Iikely when
‘the dimensions of that niece of.property are considered.
h_They are SO' along Cameron Street and 30"ajeng Lee Street.
wfth the exception of the northweét corner of the original
i:prpperty which'he wiiled to his survaing daughter, Sarah,
and the corner in'question,.Catly]e left the entfre sitevto

his son:. There is, of course; the possibility that they

!
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eentafned soﬁe.of Cér]y]e}s warehouses.';lf this were the
case, it indicates that the existing grade e]evatien fs
Qithin two feet of what existed in 1780; Based.On the.
cenelusioh that Carlyle had initiated the procesg of cutting
down the’level'ef his preperty at the river's edge, the

evidence herein presented, although not conclusive, supports

~ that concept.

No further probing was done in this area. The construetion_
of the existing transformer pad and enclosure was not done

in a controlled manner, thereby obliterating any further

evidence, if any, in fact, existed.

-

" Kelso Examination: Dr. William Kelso of the Virginia State -

Landmarke'Commission was. commissioned ih May;of.l973 to
conduet e series ef controlled test exeavatiens in and
arQuﬁd the Carlyle House. The objective of this process

was to defefmine the feésibi]jty'and/or advisability of more
extensive excavation which might locate and identify
erehitecturalrfeafures and data relevant to the restoration
process. The'elén eraWiﬁg on Sheef>l sHOwe the location of
the 17 test squares, which, in all'eases) were excavated to

undisturbed native soil. o R ‘ .

Although a‘partfa] section of a builder's trench was' iden-

tified-along the east wall of the house at the terrace

X
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f

leve],hit Qas coneluded_that construction-ofithe terrace:
itse]t.had destroyed ahy'possible eyidence ofvearlier
architectural features. This same conclusion app]ied as
we]l to the south and west terraces, accentuated by the
extent and'proximity of the excavation around the terraces'
,wajjs. According to Mr. Keiso, “The nine test holes in the
basement were equally discouragihg. No 18th century ]ayere

_of'fill or features were ehcouhtered below the modern brick

paving.'?2

Herewith are‘5ummaries of the data on the test pits
extracted from Mr. Kelso's field notes dated 24 May 1973:

CrH-1 . 2' x 3'

" 1A- Modern sand bed under terrace paV|ng
1B- Gray loam, yellow sand, ca. 1840-60 :

'1C- Disturbed area with ironstone pottery ca. 1840~ 60
1D- Yellow sand, . 1840-60
1E- Brown clay WIth handmade nail
IF- Dark brown loam fill, gaudy Dutch shard

ca. 1790-1810 = ' B

CrH-2  3' x 3! : o
2A- Black loam, yellow sand below slab, slate
-shingle, iron nail, not dated :
2B~ Sandy fill with mixed building rubble

CrH-3 20" x 38"
3A- Late 19th C. fill below slab
3B- 19th C. squared deposit in builder's trench'
with brick, oyster shell mortar
3C- Yellow clay fill with mortar flecks, filled
. builder's trench, bottle- fragment ca. 1770-90

IX-4




- CrH=4

2' x 31

 4A- Modern rubble below slab
LB~ Black cinder fill '
Le- Black loam with brick bats, late 19th C.
LD- Fragment of scratch blue, ca. 1750-70
natural grade at -3!
CrH-5 16" x 36“ ‘
5A- loam and sand under slab
5B~ Brown loam with mortar and concrete, 1840-60
CrH-6  1'-0" x 1'-6"
6A- 2'' sand bed for brick pavers, fragment of
colonial glass
6B- 1/2” ]ayer of black fill on natural grade
;CrH§7, Unldentlfled plt
CrH-8  2- 172" x 2-1/2"
8A- Yellow sand fill on natural and buxlder s
trench, 19th C. :
8B- Mixed brown fill with shell mortar, presence of
C ironstone tureen base, 1842-67
8C~ Fill in builder's trench, drain feature cut into
.. natural grade, no date :
8D~ Fill in trench, no artifacts
CrH-9 1! x 1-1/21
9A- Yellow sand below brick pavers, 3- 1/2“
1840-60
‘9B~ Gray loam fill, 9" thick, then sand. Probe
indicated mlnlmum depth of 3- I/2 feet, suggestlng
backfilled root cellar
CrH-10 2 x 2!
10A-Layer of mlxed clay and llme, no date
CrH-11 "2' x 2% '
-11A Mixed brown clay fill under brick paving, iron
nail and ironstone pottery, post 1850
GrH-122' x 2' . |
12A-Mixed brown soil, 4'' thick below slab
12B-pocket of powdered mortar, no date
CrH-13 20” x 20"
13A-Mixed brown fill below brick rubble under

slab, no date
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CrH-14 16" x 34

" 14A- 2" sand below brick pavers v
14B~ Sandy loam with bricks and mortar, ca. 1840-60
14C- Red sand on natural grade

CrH-15 30" x 36" .
" . 15A- Brown sandy fill on natural grade

CrH-16  1' x 2° | |
16A Brown ‘sandy 10am ‘beneath brick rubble ca. 1850 .

CrH-17 b x 26V

17A  Brown sandy loam with brlck bats and mortar,

- below sandstone

- The drain feature‘identified in CrH-8 was found laterhdurfng>
construction to have passed,undef_the foundation wall into
Space NQ.,Bf3;.'!t‘was brick_jtned and terminated in'the
'projeeting stone leader still visdbie on the east terrace
'nall. No conclusfve hypothesfs was developed as to why such
a drain may have been reqdired in that space. The speculated
date of ca. f842-67 for the fill level above it corresponds

to the probable construction date of the terrace wall, ca.

1850-55.

The hypothesized root cellar .in pit CrH-9 inntact turned out
to be a well shaft (8- k), which is discussed'in'oreater detail
‘below. The sandstone slabs found in CrH- 17 were probably
vplaced during the period that the house was signjficantly
altered, aoain duting the’l850's,r Reused sandstone blocks

-

were found in several locations in the terrace wall.
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It was clear that the eighteenth century grade around the

'

house had been lowered, as had the basement floors, No

~architectural feature, except as noted, was discovered.

The small quantity of artifacts recovered is in the
possession- of the Virginié Historic Landmarks Commission

in Richmond.

- Well Shaft B-7: Based on‘pral tradition concerning.the

alleged existence of an underground ‘tunnel to the river

from Space B-7, portions of which were reported.to have been

visible in the 1920's, incidental probing was carried out in

_the floor of the room in Januaryvdf 1974. A circular

. brick lined shaft was disqovered a few inbhes below the

surface. It was clear that the outer diameter of the shaft

extended beyond the south wall of the space, Inasmuch as

_the date of this wall was known to be ca. 1850, the shaft

evidently predated the wall. (See drawing of the shaft.)
Because this shaft represented the first discovery on the
site of any feature earTier-than/midfnineteenth century in-

origin, it was decided to proceed with systematic excavation.

E The Wm. P. Lipscomb Company was contracted to place a cthrete

beam beneath the wall to support and stabilize it and to

B prcvfde labor and logistic support for thé archaeologist.
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Mr. Richard Muzzrole was contracted to conduct the excavation
ahd to interpret whatever cultural artifacts might -be recovered.
Herewith are extracts from Mr. Muzzrole's notes which were

submitted to accompany the drawing.

GENERAL NOTES

- Excavation of Shaft B-7 began Jan. 22, 1974.....

- Assistant to archaeologist, Col. David C. Schwulst.

- Though scattered remnants of worked stone were
used in the construction of the vaults and passage
way, they were not used in the construction of the
exterior side of the terrace walls.

- It is.my belief that the promary (sic) purpose for
constructing the vaults and passage way was to
provide storage space for large quantities of food"
stuffs for the Hotel, which was removed as need
through the passageway and Mansion basement and
through the Hotel wing abutting the north side of
the Mansion, .

- The interpretation of Strata (1) ‘was largely made
on the basis of a verbal descr;pt:on given by the
person who had disturbed it.

- The examination and interpretation of Strata (A)
was made in the Shaft after it was disturbed
through Strata (1) and after its removal at the
waster pile. : :

BREAKDOWN'OF STRAT | GRAPHY

1. Approx. 6 to 8" of dirty top and clay soil mixed
with a few late 19th cen. porcelain and ironstone
sherds. Bits of brick, electric Iight socket,
general debris usually found in a yard clean- ~up.
One dumping, ca. 13900-1910.

A. Consisted largely of clean sandy brown clay -

"mixed with a few brick bats - bits of field stone -
" bits of mortar - wide range of misc. earthenware
. 19th cen. sherds. Strata slopes north to south.
B-1. . Consisted largely of dirty clay - a few bricks -
brick bats (with and without qprtar) a few
oyster shells - 2 field stones (one with traces
of mortar) Scattering fragments of pane glass -
Few meat bones (butchered and unbutchered).one
cobble stone - large copper penny (no date) Brown

IX-8




and gray globs of clay (brown dominating gray)
A few glazier's glass trimmings - 2 broken dressed
sandstones (one brown the other light gray).
- fair quantity of pearlware and ironstone sherds -
The uppermost part of a stoneware jug with
- impressed mark on shou]der -
B. C. Milburn. ' : :

C-1. Some dirty clay mixed with g]obs of brown clay -
A few glazier's glass trimmings - Brick-=Brick bats
"with mortar-Good quantity of earthenware and glass

sherds - Strong on Gaudy Dutch pearlware = 2 large
globs of unused mortar or plaster - Increasing
amounts of plaster fragments have impression of
hand split laths on one side-portion.of large
“brick, possibly hearth stone - Broken’ worked-

sandstone
C-2. C-2 is an arb:trary one foot level established.
through C-1. It is at this level a heavy concen-

tration of brick bats begin to appear mixed with:
a good quantity of earthenware sherds. Fragments
of at least 3 or 4 flower pots - one with inscribed .
letter S on the bottom, *(Possibly John Swann of

.. Alex. before 1841) The same plaster as above is

P found in increasing amounts down to the brown

' sandy clay bottom of the shaft. Lying on the

bottom=a stoneware milkpan rim sherd attributed
to B. C. Milburn (after 1841) " Also a few scattered
rotted boards were falntly revealed resting on the
bottom. Two bricks revealed chimney soot on
stretcher sides. One broken dressed sandstone,
and one copper boat splke

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND THE PRECEDiNG BREAKDOWN
APPEARS TO SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS

1. Strata 1 is the result of a yard clean up,
possibly dumped in from the outsnde after 1896
hurricane repair.

2. Strata A appears to have been the result of an

" after construction clean up. : :

3. Strata B-1 and C-1 and 2 are clearly two
distinct strata. The architectural debris is
from the same alteration and clean up and it is
apparent that two separate dumpings were made
within a short period of time.

4, The finding of a stoneware jug sherd marked
B. C. Milburn in B-1 and a B. C. Milburn stone-
ware milkpan rim sherd in C-2 .on the bottom
dates all fill after 1841,

X
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5. The architectural debris.found in B=1 through C-2
could be attributed to.alterations made when the
Hotel wing and terrace wall were constructed
1848-~1855 ‘ :

6. The dark brown sandy lime mortar used in the
original remaining 8" of footing laid through the
‘shaft and keyed to the side walls is identical
to the mortar used in the orlglnal vault
construction.

7. The base of the shaft rests several feet above

- water. level.

8. No artifactual evidence’ imbedded or resting on
the bottom of the shaft was found to date the
shaft's construction earlier than the second
quarter of the 19th cen.

9. Since the shaft is several feet above water
level and was not used as a well or privy, in
all probability it was constructed and used as’
a cooling shaft for some perishable food stuffs
and beverages.

10. |If, as it is believed, that the shaft was

'~ standing before grade level was cut down:for
the construction of the terraces walls, (1848~
1855) it is only logical to conclude that the

" dumpings were made before the grade cut during
early alterations of the Mansion's east and

. north walls.’

11. Until further exploratory work is'done'within

’ " the east vault, and particularly the southeast

.corner of the terrace wall, many questions must

remain unanswered concerning the location of the
shaft and -possibly the original depth of the .
~vaults. 3

The conclusion rendered as to the possible use of the vault
spaces 15 unsubstantiated; but, inasmuch as no knowledge

exists as to their precise function,.lt'is probably valid as

a general hypothesis if not in its specifics. The attribution

~ of the origin of the architectural debris to the ca. 1850

" remodeling is well taken. To assume that the probable date

of construction of the shaft is no earlier than the second

i
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STONE /N CONSTIUCT/oN oF Vvl 7:

ARCHALOLICAL  EXCAVATION iﬂ/" SHAFT - B~7
LOCATED AT SOUTH END OF FAST  VAULT

|

CARLYLE HOUSE  ALEXANDA/A  V/BGINIA

JCALE /"=/"

RECOMENDATIONS

OF T#& CAmLYyLE MHOUSE AAND GROUNDS (MAy /973) AND ABCOMENDAT/OA WA4S
MADE THAT FURTHER FXFPLORATION WOULD BE OF LITTLE MHELP IN THE
FESroRATIoN OF THE MANSION. HOWEVEN 1T /IS, My OPINION, THAT, 4S5 F/ME
DID Nor PAERMIT FURTHER LXPLORATION £4357 OF THE FEARNACE wWALL, PLUS
My DISCOVERY OF YNAEE FREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN SHAFTS /N TRAT EREA, IV
ADDITION 7O THE FACT THAT THIS COULD VERY WELL BE THE +tas7r u ®M/t1.o:£p TERFACE WALb - CONTHIN/AG
OFPORTUNITY 70 RECORD AND AECAOVER /ST AAD /9E= CEN. ARCHITES FURAL ‘ o VauLTS AN FAIIACE Way To (é\\ ®
FELTUNS AND ART/FACTUSL MATER/AL RSSOCIATAED WITH THE BUILT - /2rR -/ 2S5 RN
CARLYyL B HOUSE |, /T WOULD THEREFORE BE A CREAT 4055 70 NN
POSTERITY IF THIS EREA /S DISTURBED BEFORE FURTHR/Y
EXPLORATORY WORK /8 DONE INTHIS ENEA.

I
A PRELIMINARY PROFESS/IONAL BRCHAEOCLOGC/ICAL SURVEY HWAS BEEN MADE ]
4

@ THE STONE 7TERRACE WaLL FOOT/NG, LOCATED INTMHE S.E. COTNER 0F THE
TERNOCE WAL BN D PROTRUD/INGC SoUTH UNDER A CONCRETE SURFACE,
SNOVLD BE OPEND AND EXAMIND -

THE TEST PIrr LOoCATAD /N THE N.E COANER OF THE MANS/ION MNHousSE , Mg Larem Ag SV,
AND ABUTS THE THE NoWXTH 7FAMPACE WALL ,
PHOTOC RAMPAZED 4/ND STUD/&8P CAREFULLY -

BREAKDOWN OF STRATIGRAPHY

-r NPT oR OMICINAL FooT

A
£

CoBRurs STONE -

~S-ONM THE PoTlon,

WALL FOOTING CUT rhmOUes SHAEr

ALFOX. /T BELonw SUNFACE .
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INSIDE DI4.S7 BRICKS - #x 2259
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PINCELAIA SxD /IWONSTONE SHNEFDPE B/7S of

Brren — bsE€cTR/c LICKT SOCKkET - CENETAL DEBRIS VUsvart)y
POV D IN A FARD CLEMAN UF, ONE DuMPINCG-CA./Poc ~19/0

CONSISTaED LARCELY oF CLEAN SANDYy [BIPOWAN CLBYy -MIXED W/irk
A EER BAICK BATS - B/7S OF F/E8LD STONE - /7S oK AMotrenr ~
WIDA /PANGE oF M/SC. EANTHEN WARE /(9557 SH&RADE. STTLT4
SLo/rS NoNTH 70 SOUrH. -

CoNSISTED LARGELY OF DIRTY CLAY -A°FEw BRICK S~ BRICK RATS-
{w/re Avp WiThou 7~ MEATAR) A FEW OYSTER SHELLS - R F/ELD STONS
— (ONE WirKn THACES OF MoRrarR) SCATrEARING FRACMENT OF PANE
FEW MEET SoNES (BUredERD AND UNBUTCHARD) ONE
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qﬁaﬁger of the nine;eénth century‘Eé]ies the observation thét
tﬁe'shaft'was-used for the cpéiing of pefishab]es; If'éo,

it undéubted]y would have been'kept'ré1ative1y clean thfough—
dut its functional life. Given this and the fact that the
bricks %n.the walls are more characteristic of eighteéenth
than nineteenth century models, fﬁe bn]y‘possisle assumption
is that the,shaft could have been built at any time between

1750 and- 1850.

The shaft was partially restored and left open to become part

of the interpretive program for the house. All recovered

artifacts were cleaned and numbered and are now in the

possession of the curator.

Well Shaft B-3: The shaft in Space B;3‘Tocated just inside

the exterior door was discovered and excavated by Mr. Muzzrole.
He did not complete a formal report on the shaft but he did

transmit verbally the information which follows.

‘

' The shaft measures 11'=2" deep from the floor of B-3 and

tapers in diameter from 3'-1' at the opening to 2'-9" at the
bottom. Impressions in the clay wall reveal that the shaft
had been lined with dry laid brick stretchers which‘werel

removed prior to its filling. Based upon analysis of the few

sherds recovered, Mr. Muzzrole speculates that the shaft was

filled ca. 1780-85.
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 eVidence bht it obviously would have been a hazard located

for its abandonment cannot be determined from available

‘mortar and brought inside for-the filling, thus accounting

‘for the random assortment of othér materials.

Given the narrow diameter of the shaft and its location near

the basement entfy; its most likely function was' that of

cooling'perishables rather thah as a well as such. Reasons

as it waé. It was apparent that the fflling was done at one
tfme; as no stratigraphic evidenceveXists tovsuggest an
accretive #rocess. The fill consisted of tightly cémpacted'
oyster shells intermfxed withisutchered and unbutchered

animal bones, bits of brick clay and pebbles, as well as a

few sherds of earthenware, glass_and pottery. It is probable .

-

that the shells were kept outside for use as a componenf in

The shaft was excavated in arbitrary oné-fdot levels, numbered
C-1 through C-10." Stratum A COﬁsisted of the modern brick
floor and base (5') and étratum B was composed of_lh“ of mixed
debris on top of the she]l‘fayers.' The following list of
cultural artifacts were described by Mr. Muzzrdle and are

llsted in accordance with the context of their finding.

Stratum B 1. “Delft pltcher handle, possibly French'
2. ""Hand wrought iron object p0551bly
attributed to kitchen"
3. "Oyster shells with traces of tar"
L, "2 Acquia quarry worked stones =

possibly associated with kitchen oven!
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Stratum C-3 1. “Sma]l Westerwald grey stoneware
salt-glazed sherd!

 "'American Indian potsherd"

2.'. '"‘Blue decorated delft rim sherd"

—
.

'Stratdm C-4

—
.

Stratum C-7 "English white salt-glazed stoneware!'

2. “"Plate base and rim sherds, dot,
diaper and basket pattern' '

3. " "English delft ointment pot rim sherd"

4, 'nderglazed polychrome decorated
~small delft pitcher sherds"

5. UBase of glass tumbler"

6. "2 creamware exterior green-glazed

Whieldon type ware sherds'

Stratum C-8 1. "Base of handle from glass pitcher
: ' or mug''
2. "Base of Engllsh whlte salt-glazed
: stoneware pitcher"
3. 'Delft chamberpot rim sherd"
L., "Part of clay pipe bowl"
Stratum C-9 1. ""Molded white salt-glazed stoneware
‘ . bowl sherd"
2. '"Westerwald gray salt-glazed stone-
ware jug body sherd" '
3.  "Applied sprig molded vine on stone-
ware white salt-glazed bowl sherd'
L., "Slip decorated lead-glazed earthen-
ware jar rim sherd"
5. ""UnglaZzed potsherd reSIdue of palnt
inside"
Stratum C-10 . 1. ""Blue. and red underglazed -decoration

on .base of Chinese export cup sherd'

Throughout mixed strata ‘
: i. "Fragments of green bottle glass"
2. C-7 through C~10, '"Sherds from
. 2 English white salt-glazed chamberpots'
3. Throughout - Animal bones:

No strata given
S “"Half of bone pistol grip cutlery
~ handle"
2. '"Part of brass drawer pull"
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Thesgdértifacts bear study because of the faét that they,

aléne 6f théréntire cqllection, were found in a context whfch
‘can Be attrquted QO.Within,or very c]dse to the 1ifetim;
of Cérly]e himself.. Thdughhfew in number, fhey offgr poﬁenv

tial evidence to some of the types of things which must have

been in use at the house at that time, ca. 1780.

The location of the shaft, as well as the extent of work
necessary in the structural restoration, required that it be
filled with sand and sealed. Its perimeter is accurately

marked in the newly installed Eri;k paving. All artifacts

are in the possession of the curator (except the oyster shells).

-

Well Shaft B-4: Mr. Muzzrole excavated this feature in the

spring of 1974. No written record exists as to the nature of

the stratigraphic context of the.shaft nor of the specific

.

types of artifacts recovered. The walls were dry laid

stretchers of what may be eighteenth century brick. The

diameter of the shaft is 3'-6'" inside and the bottom is

13- from the floor of B-&4.

The finding of an early twentieth century tin can at the very

bottom.of thg fill clearly establishes a fii] date, which

probablyvcorrespOnds to the period in which the hoﬁse‘was

either first converted to museum use or the restoration, which

EX-14




occurred a few years later. The buik of the fill consisted

'_of soil, building rubble, ceramics and glass sherds of the late

£n

nineteenth and early twentieth century dates.

" The remnants of a brick-1ined drainage trough, which led into

the shaff from the south exterior wall, indicated that the
feature nay have been.used as a cietenn. I f so;.this would
explain the absence of artifactual naterial from earlier
perfods, as a cistern was undoubted]y kept very clean of
debris and silt. The Bottom’nf the snaft is above the water
table eTevetion for this area, which would preclUde its

poséib]e use as a well,

The extensTVe structural repairjnork in the foundations adjacent

to this feature prevented its being left accessible after the

restoration. It was filled with sand and sealed.
Garden Well: In March. of 1974, Mr. Muzzrole located a

depression in the garden near the northeast corner of the

terrace wall. Test probes revealed a brick-lined shaft 10'-6"

in diameter. The test pits yielded a high coneentrationlof
ashes mixed with large quantities‘ofumid—to-late nineteenth
centur?»shards. TneSe Qere mostly commercial type dinner
and giassware and correspond.to the operational dates of the

Mansion House Hotel and its successors.
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‘No further probing was carried out. It is hoped
‘that time and resources will permit a more detailed

investigation into the function and origin of this shaft.

The Bank Well: Although the existence of this feature had

‘been suspected, no attempt to locate it had been done prior

to the start of construction in 1974. in January of 1975,

while trenching for utility lines between the house and the
bank, the backhoe struck a partially intact brick dome beneath
a concrete slab. The Robert Mills drawing done in 1838

identified a stable and a privy on the southeast corner of the

"bank property. This newly discovered feature was evidently

the receptacle for that privy. Shallowly placed fragmentary

masonry foundatiohs_were later found to the south of the shaft,

which were not specifically identified.

The hotel wing, which abutted the house on the north, passed

directly over the site of the privy. The dome structure

probably dates from this perfod, while the.concrete slab was

most likely an early twentieth century effort.

Despite the adverse weather and the ever prgSsing exigencies
of:theiconstfuction.schedule,\the po£ential information
récovery from this shaft merited a fuli investigation. Due
to the abOve-fac;ors,_as‘weld as the size of the shaft, ft

was decided to utilize mechanical equipment to remove the
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overburden until.a definable historfc_]evei could be
.identffied.‘ This did not occur until approximately two-thirds
6f-;he shaft had been exéavafed; The remaining one-third,
whiéh‘préved to be rich in artifacts, was at'of bélow the
watér tablie, which wasvto prevent all but the most basic of
salvage operations. Ultimately, the pumps could not keep up

with the incoming flow of water, so the'lfquid'medium‘was

brought to the surface in buckets and then screened for retrieval.

The sHaft'measures 8'-6“ fn éiameter and is 22'-6'"' deep from
the surface\elevation. it was built of dry laid:brick
stretchers which rested on a wooden fing.at the bottom. Given
the relationship to the water table, it is reasonable fo

assume that the shaft was initially constfucted as a water
well.._The-larQe aiaméter cannot be accounted for, except to
hypotheSize that it may have had some,re]atiénship to the
warehéuge or stable bqi]dfngs'known to have existed on the

site near it in the eighteenth century.

The_WeIl was evidenf]y kept clean, for there was no indication
of a gradual accretion of debris at the bbttom. The'privy
deposits began and ended within known 1imits (ca. 1807-1855)

and the large quantities of closely dated objects recovered
in the historic levels seem to indicate-a large clean-up at

one time.
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A layer.éf building debris from the ca. l91§_demolition of
the hotel fOrmed fhe top layer of tﬁé shaft. The bulk of the
earigér fi]l consisted of earth organic waste;vsoi]ed straw
from the stables, iarge>quahtities of wooden architeﬁtura]
fragmehts from the_demolition and‘fehodelings, aS.Wel] as
trimming strap§ of decorative pieces for new constfuétion:,
Thére were several Suchvmou]dings in both wood andvplaster

which match exactly extant examples in the bank, which

undoubtedly originate with the rgmodelings done by James Green.

The great majority of the cultural artifacts can be dated as
| originating:in the period between 1830 énd f850 and the

| documented closing of the shaft in 1855.gives a coﬁvenient
terminus post quem. The breéence of seVera] fragments of
hotel china marked ''Newton's Mansion House”‘définitivély
proves of a fill date aftgr.l849, for if is known that .
‘A. G. Newﬁon.had'vacated the Mérshal] House on King Street
to become’the proprietor of James Green's newly obeﬁed

. 5
Mansion House.

The following desériptioﬁs of the main catagories of the’
artifacts represent only the result of the initial analysis
‘made concurrently with the first washing and éprting. No

cataloguing per se was done and, .in reality, the worth of
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‘this collection requires a most careful study in order to

e

exact all that it can offer in terms of illuminating

cultural patterns of the occupants of .these buildings.

A grant given in 1978 by the Northern Virginia Service
League to the Carlyle House will be used to,cétalogue this

fine collection of artifacts.

1. Ceraﬁics‘- All fhé popular patternsiand types of the
firstvhalf of'the'ﬁineteenth century are well repre=
seﬁteal Great quanfities’pf feather edged pear]ware'
and ironstone were.recovered,_aé well as a considerable
part.of a large service of EantOn, one of Willoware
and a lafge service of Riley's-Kings Lodge, Windsor
'Péfk pattern. Many of the ceramics are some
form of Staffqrdshiré type.transfer ware. There afe
;mall samplings of cobper lustre ana‘si]ver resist
wéres, as well as Mocha. The eafliest ifeﬁ recovered
was a Liverpool'trangfer-pitcher of ]785f90 prinfed
with two versionsvofAthé popular Sailor's Farewell.
It appears that many of the_earthenwafe items were

discarded intact and, since many gould have been 20

years'old at that point, it is possible to .infer that

a changé in taste may have dictated the discarding.
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Several‘iteMS survived the trip into the well intact,
including stoneware crocks and a pitcher, a Piercy
flower pot of ca. 1800, and several wine bottles,

including three which kept their seals and conténts.

Metal - A number of horse brasses and furniture brasses

survived. There were about one-half dozen drawer pulls

of , perhaps, Federal style and two bolt hole covers
from Sheraton beds. Several .pieces of folded lead were
found; which may have_bgen intended for flashing.

Also, a badly crushed brass spittoon and numerous brass

and plated buttons were recovered.

Glass - The remains of hundreds of-wine bottles of the

“early nineteenth century were recovered. Besides the

three prévidus]y mentioned, which were sealed and full,

many more were found with corked and sealed mouths,

which indicated that they were full before being broken.

" The majority of these were first quarter of the nineteenth

century and may represent the contents of.a wine cellar

which had spoiled. Also present wefe many ffagments

“from French olive oil bottles, including one with a seal

'Which indicated that it was produced specifically for

the American market.

1X-20 -




Hundreds of fragments of drinking glasses, tumblers,
'décanters and oil lamp baées provi&e a'wide.selectiOﬁ
of»pattern;,and dafes. The wine glass'bases-raﬁge.from
ca. ]800 to 1850 with majority from the 1830”5. There

are a few examples of early Sandwich glass.

4, Clay Pipes - Only a few stem fragmenfésana six bowis
were recovered. The b§wls are early nineteenth century
English and are highly orhamented.‘ One is decorated
with.MaSQnic emblems and tWo others~ha§e the city aFms

. of English pipe making centers.

5. Organic Materials - Several.dozen shoe soles and

severgl complete shoes of leather wére recovered, aé
‘well as a saddle,isevérai harness fragments and the
leather visor from a military\hat. Besides fhe
architectural Wdodvfragments mentioned above, several
furniture fragments were found. thably; these :
included spind]es‘Froh Windsor chairs, a wooden -

commode seat and what may have been the crest rail

of ‘a country-made, Chippendale chair.

Other wooden objects included dozens .of sewing thread
spools, the arms and legs from two jointed dolls and’

the torso and head of an extraordinary doll of possibié -

1X-21




African characteristics, perhaps carved by a slave, and

xﬁomplete with tiny brass hoop earrings.

:SeVeralvBone items were found,'fncludfng a domino,
numerous buttons, a knifé handle and several too£h1
brushes. Textiles were represented by numerous frag-
ments of gold silk, a largé ﬁesh hair net, several
pieces of black silk-from a folding fan, whose lacquered
bamboo'stavesAwére also recovered, andva complete scarf

of gossamer silk in a striking gold ‘and red pattern.

.

Thousands of natural seeds wefe present thrqﬁghout the
£i11 material. Péach pit;; cherry seeds;‘gourd, pumpkin
.and_waterhelon_seedé were the most readily identified.
There Qere also fragments of large calabash gourds,
several coconut shells and numerous eggshells, appérently'
from chickens, Oyster shells, clam shells, fish vérte?‘b'
brae and scales were identified, as well as hundreds of
domestic animéi bones,»both butchered and unbutchefea.
~Many boar tuéks were found, but it is not knowﬁ if théy

were from wild or domestic animals.

The artifacts from this shaft are so numerous and of such a

rich variety that they must represent one of the most impor-

tant local finds ever made for this period. The presence of

the Newton china and several dozen common white chamber pots
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indicate that some of this material came from the‘early hotel,
éifhough.some items seem to have been-méde fdr private use
and others substantially prédate the hotel. This find is
Eoeval with the contents of Shaft B-7 and a few pieces ;ross-
match. This would indicate the possibf]ity'thaf some of the
artifacts came from the house, whch was being used as a-
private:residence at this time. One intact pafr of shoes is:
‘almost certainly ;hifdbquarter of the eighteenth century,

and there is a.wood_and wire jack from an early harpsichord,
These, as well as the 1785 Liverpool pitcher, may plausibly
be survivors f?om the Carlyle/Herbert period of occupancy,
whiﬁh mayﬂhgve been discardgd ig‘one of the genera] house
cleanings effected when the property changed hands, as it so

'

'frequently did between 1827 and 1848.

Due to project limitations at the_time, processing of the
artifacts was restricted to superficial washing.and prelimi;
nary sorting as to types. " Some piécés were reassembled and
others have been taped preparatory to gluing. - As the context
of this find was unitary, it was inténded thét all pieces
receive the same basic cataloguing designation. VThe important
'organfc items weré either treated with Carbbwax or left in water
pending that treatment. All arfifacts are'nbw in the posses-

sion of the CUrétor. The shaft itself was filled with sand
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prior to the installation of the utility lines, which precip-

itated its initial discovery.

Arghitecfural Rémains on Lee Street:- qufng the ;oﬁrse of
final gfadfng for the garden along the Lee Street propérty.
line, the decayed remains of what apﬁearéd to the been plank
flooring were discovered at.é depth of approximately 24"
beiow the surface. No datable artifacts were found nor was
extengfvé probing carried out. From thé-locat?on and elevaj
tion of'this'materiai,vit may be reasonably assumed thaf it
was - a part of the large wooﬂen stéble building e}eéted by
James Green. The building existgd_in 1877 and probably dates
from around 1852, when he acquired this portion of~the_

6 .
Carlyle property. , o

Bank Privy: The Robert Miils drawing of. 1838 showed a privy

located on the southeast corner of the main section of the

_ bank bu?ldihg with access from Fairfax Street only. No

attempt was'made during the current project\;o investigate

this feature. Construction of the hotel in 1855 destroyed

the site and 10 - 12 feet of the shaft and modern backfill

covers what‘may remain of the lower elevations of the shaft.

GTVen the known early date of the privy, it may contain -
information of value, particularly if its location on the

property line between the bank and house is considered.
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The Carlyle office dependency was known to be éxtant td at.
]éé;& 1827 and possibly to. 1847, when J. C. Herbert's. widow
lsold that portion of the inheritance. It is éonceivablé that
thé demol i shed cpmponents:df the office may have found their
way  into the auspiciously located privy. Should the possi-

bility of reconstructing the dependencies ever become viable,

this source of information need not be entirely forgotten.

J. Miscellaneous>Recovery: Due to the extent and frequency of

architectural and landscape modification to the Carlyle
~property, it is vi}tually ‘impossible to scratch the surface
anywhere oﬁ»the site and not diséover some form of ceramic
shard. Many were found with a greaf spread in their presumed
dates of origin. During construction it‘became next to

impossible to monitor the individual finds and, as a result,

few were seriously studied'and fewer yet kept. In no instance,
-except as previously described, did any of this random

recovery lead to the discovery of any archaeological feature.

During theAeXtendéd course of thé controlled.dismantling'of
thé interior of the house, many abjects and artifacts were
discovéred and retained. AlthougH not.precisely archéeological
in nature, this is an.appropriate pjgce'to fdentify those

whicH were cataloghed. The three-digit portion of the number
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refers-to the room in which the find was made,. All objects
herein identified are now in the possession of - the curator.

CH-B2-1 Board trim found above ceiling between
joists with dirt insulation no top. 11-1/2"
wide, double beaded 3-1/2'" unpainted band at
center. (Many other pieces of similar
description were found and are now in the
bank building. This example was confirmed
to have been used in the house and served
as a prototype for the chair rail restoration.)"

CH—B3-1. Bottle found in ceiling

CH-100-1 Bullet mold, above ceiling, two chambers,
octagonal wrench handle

CH-]OI?I Plaster from ceiling

CH-102-1 Board trim under floor, baseboard 10-1/2"
with 1/2'" bead, rose head wrought nail with
flat point in place

_2 -

-3 Unpalnted modillion blocks found above cornice
2-1/L" x 2-1/4" x 3-3/8"

-4  Newspaper fragment of 1867

-5 Plaster fragment from ceiling

CH-200-1 Door hook, cast iron, 3-1/4"

-2 Door key, 3-1/2", hollow shaft, ring loop

-3 Shoe sole, 10" \

-4  Roof shingle, 22-1/2'* long, 3" Wlde, 6!

- weathered, rose head wrought nail in place

-5 Brass button with stem loop, American eagle
motif, military issue

-6 Scissors, b4-7/8" '

CH=202-1 Stirrup above lintel, 4-3/4' x L=1/2"
-2 Stamped spoon over lintel, 6' long
-3 Liberty head penny, 1854
-4 Liberty head penny, 1852, above partition
-5 Brass thimble ' '
-6 Button 3/4'', UNRCO. Goodyear's Pat. 1851"
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CH~206-1

CH-207-1

=2
-3
-4
-5

-6

- CH-303-1

Shoe fragment above fireplace, L4=1/2"
Child's shoe sole and upper, 7"
Shoe fragment, 4''

Shoe, 9'', undifferentiated, worn on.right foot
Shoe, 9-1/2"", undifferentiated, worn on right foot
Shoe, with heel and cloth upper, 9-1/2"

" Furniture key, 2-1/4", hollow cylindrical shaft
" Wooden comb fragment, 5/8'' teeth

Carved cap, 1-3/8" tall, 1" diameter

"Black plastic hairpin

Spoon, above fireplace, 8"

Green tirted bottle, 5-3/4" v

Bottle, 3", basket weave texture, handles
Bottle, 4-1/2", ''Genuine Essences'

Bottle, 4-1/4', "Dr. Munn's Elixir of Opium"
Furniture key, 1-5/8", hollow cylindrical

shaft

Door key, 3-7/8', _decorated shaft, ring loop
Clay pipe fragment = :
Textured pipe bowl with stem base

Glass fragment, 2'', portion of stem and base
Bottle neck' fragment

Bottle base, 1-3/8" diameter

- Cylindrical wooden pill box, 1-1/4" 0.D. x
. 2=1/b high . ‘ '

Cylindrical wooden pill box, 1-1/4" 0.D, x
2-1/4" high .

Cap for pill box

Cap for pill box

Wood thread spool

Wood thread spool

Wood fragment :

Button, 5/8" diameter, five holes

Button, 1/2'' diameter, four holes -
Button, 1/2' diameter, ''NRCO. Goodyear's Pat.'

Men's shoe, leather upper, 9"
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An old Scot legend says that, in order to have continual good

Tuck in yddr house, a cat should be buried in the foundation

wall.of your home.

During the restorafion; Jon Battjsta, the stone méson;‘fognd-the
partial]y'muhmified_body of a cat fn the southeast chimney wall
'thaE_was béing taken down for sfructura] reasons. At firsf it was
aséumed that the cat had crawled into fhe F]ue\and died; but ﬁpon
fur;her investigation,Ait was evident that.the cat had been
interred'in a masonry cavity. . As the body Qas partially muhmified,
‘with the skin and fur intact, it can‘be'assumed.that the cavity

was airtight.

The body of the cat was carefully'removed and photographed and,
‘when the masonry wall was rebuilt a few dayS‘lateE, the cat-was

Carefu]Ty returned to its proper place.
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X

CONCLUS ION

After’a'rea&ing of the'biogrgphicaj»ﬁaterial containea in'fhe
Appendix following; the figure of John Carlyle wili actualiy
biossom into.]ife; The story of his life in the Viréinia Colony
“was one of success with his marriage to Sarah Fairfax, thg

offspring of one of the most ihportant and wealthy families of

Virginia. He became one of the founders and trustees of the

then new town of Alexandria. One.of the earliest purchasefs of
lots in the new town, he chose an elevated site overlooking the
Potomac and completed his house there toward the end of the year

1753, . o . |

About this time, a new styfe of architecture was géining ground
in England and his native Scotland. Because of ‘the King, in whose

reign it developed, it was and still is known as ''Georgian."

It has been_apfly ;éid‘that the architects of.fhis new style
came_to‘Aﬁerica ““in bundles.'" They were béoks frdm London and
Edinburgh inspired by the riches of tBe English Renaissance

and filfed'with éetails carefully draWh, thch quoﬁiél'craftsmen

were quick'fonaddpt and master.




Meﬁ of means and taste beéame aréhitéctura] amateurs and their
Georg{an homes achieved, iﬁ most .cases, English, Scottish and a
certain portion of real American personality. An outstanding‘
example and just such a reflection.of thi§ growing matufityvand
méhners was the home that John Carlyle built, with the help of
prﬁnitivé tools, some of his staff of manservants (without
expértisé in the Eui]diné discipline5 and; doubtless,'with
]imited amount of help from craftsmen who came along Qith the
manuals and handbooks. We know that William Buckland wés‘
éngaged;'as an indentured servant, in the building of Gunston
Hall for George Mason —vjust downriver from Alexandria - and
was later responsib]q\for elegant-and sophisticated Georgian
houses in neighboring Annapolis,- High}y conjectural accredita-
tion‘fof many homes of greét stature at this time is assigned

to John Ariss who was also working extensively in the area,

The restoration of this mansion'has'not only preserved for
posterity a Georgian building of hisforic signfficanée,jgreat
'distin¢tioﬁlaﬁd Scot flavor? buf its rehabilitation from
almost total cbllapse called for innovativeAand imaginative
techn?ques in the planning and buildfﬁg discip]ine;_to restore

its structural integrity and to introduce high]y Complicated'

X=2




and sophisticated mechanical and security installations which
are so neceésary for the safety and operational effectiveness
of the houselmuseum. Long may it live and continue to'intergét
.and inspire’fufure»generatTons by providing and preéérving still
another isolated fragment of our Colonial past and great

heritage. ' : : ' -
[ . . ) .

It is the earnest hope.of the OWnéfs, the many dedicated"
afchitects, engineers, historians, archaeologists and builders

- that our three years of stimulating, innervative and cooperative
work on this important project.will merft pUblic and peer
approVa] as a correct, proper andvschdﬁarfy approach to fhe
restoration and preservation of the John Carlyle House on its.

original‘site in '"0lde Towne'' Alexandria.

The instinct to retain SUCh.hiStOFjCé] reference poin;s suggesfs
a personal need that tends/to go unrecognized until it often can
be no ]onger'fu]filledf This almost happeped to the John Car]yie
House. ''The aWareneSS‘of this need and'tHe cdnsciousness of a
duty to act upoh it-is sure evidence of our nation‘s.cultural

»maturity.”
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1720

1744 /45
1747

1747 12/31
1749 7713
1750 (2)
1750 6/5
175- (2)
1751 Feb.
1753 Aug.
1753 8/1
1755 4/14
1755 7/27
1757 1/4
1759 8/12 .
1761 1721
1761 1/22
1761 Oct.

APPENDIX A

CARLYLE HOUSE CHRONOLOGY

John Carlyle - born-in Dumfrieshire,‘Scotland‘
John Carlyle - arrived Dumfkfes,'Prince William Countyg

John'CarIer - moved to Hunting Creek warehouses at
foot of present day Oronoco Street, Belhaven

John Carlyle. (age 27 yrs.,.10 mo., 25 days) married
Sarah Fairfax (17th blrthday) second daughter of
William Fairfax of Belvoir and brother of famous

.Lord Fairfax -

Purchased two lots in ‘Alexandria, No. 4 for 30 pistole§
and No. 42 for 16 plstoles - deed dated 9/20/h9

Constructlon of house began
Child born; died 8/19/50

Storm damage to house and rebuilding

. Child born; died April 1752

Carlyle and Sarah move into house
William born; died 11/8/55

Council of Governors in Carlyle- House - Braddock -

‘Washington (23 years old)

George Fairfax born; died November 22
Sarah Fairfax born

Hanah born; died January 1760

Ann Fairfax born at mldnlght married Henry Whitfng, Esqg.

in October 1775

Sarah Car]yle died in childbirth at 1:00 a. m..(30 years,
22 days old). Burled in Presbyterlan Church yard

John married Syb|] West




1763 Sept. John (Jackie) born; died February 25, 1766

1765 6/26 “William born; died June 30, 1765
1766 May  George William born; died 1781
1769 3/7 syEil died | |
1772-73 " William Herbert'afrivéd Aiexandria; married Cér1ylé's:

daughter, Sarah

1775 Johh-Carlyle Herbert, son of William énd Safah,,born
1780 ~ John Carlyle died, leaving estate to son, George William
"~ (son by second wife, Sybil West). George William killed
in action-at age 16 at Eutaw Springs. : ' '
1781 v . S. C. The,estéte passed to grandson John Carlyle Herbert
- 1792 . Bank of Alexandria'chartéred - William Herbert, third
. president - funds stored in Carlyle House - Quartered
305 Cameron Street
1794 ' Reference in Maryland_Gazette to commencement address
given at St. John's College by graduate John Carlyle
_ Herbert o - IR
1796 3/18 - *‘MutualvAssuraﬁCé Society indicated kitchen dependency _
N 26' x 18', one-story high and ''covered with wood'" (shingles)
- : . o
1800 ' John Carlyle Herbert received M. A. Degree from St.
- John's College : : :
1803 | 7 John Carlyle, Esq. inhefitance to John Carlyle Herbert
1803  Cholera epidemic and yellow fever.
1803 2/19‘ John Carlyle Herbert sold corner property, Fairfax and
: ' Cameron Streets, to Bank of Alexandria for $3,100.
1804-07 -~ Bank building constructed
1805 : John C. Herbert mpVéd to MarYIand



1807

1819
1827

1829

1830

1834

1843

1843
1848
1848

1848

1848

1848

2/25

7/26

7/27

/15
6/25

2/28

k715

3/21

3/25

L/6

L/10

Bank of Alexandria moved to new building - Cameron and

v‘;Fa|rfax - Tax record shows $50, 000

Carlyle Fairfax Whiting inherited - Struttfle]d Patent -
Alexandria and Leesburg Rd., Episcopal H. S.

~ William Herbert died (74 years old)
" Sarah Herbert died

"Afthur Herbert, son of William |l and Maria Dulaney,

(great grandson of Col. John Carlyle) born in Carlyle
House, reared by John Peyton Dulaney, Welbourne,
Middleburg, Loudon County, also,eMuckrOSs, near’
Episcopal School. ' '

Carlyle House advertised for auctfon - House and lot on
Fairfax Street about 67 feet and extending east 156 feet.

Carlyle House Deed transferred to John Lloyd andlwife,
Ann, trustees, Orlando.S. Morse (Lib. V. No 2 page 76)

Alexandria Gazette, Auction,wBank of Alexandfia building -

- for $3,000; 78'-8" south of Cameron Street, and

three-story tenement, March 10 - (12 rooms, kitchen,

. store rooms, cellars, vaults, smoke house, stable)

(Occupied by Mrs. Minor)

Bank building of Alexandria conveyed by trustees to
U..S. Treasurer for $7,200. :

SO]ICItOr of U. S. Treasurer conveyed three-story brick
tenement to James C. McGuire for $3,600.

James C. McGuire sold to James Green the thfee—story - §
tenement and lot of ground for $3,700.

A 33-foot strip of land between Bank of Alexandria building
and the Carlyle house sold for $800 to James Green. Sold
June 18, 1847, by Mary Herbert (wife of John C. Herbert,
and duly recorded in Orphan's Court in Prince George
County, Maryland, in his last will) to Charles P. Shaw.

Carlyle House conveyed by John Lloyd to James Green o

easterly 150!'-10",

Deed Book | (3) page 460 describes Carlyle House with
extant dependencies.




1849 5/24
1850 6/19
11855 8/11
1861-62
1861 7/23
i )/
1861 11/9
1862 1/27
1865 8/29
1887 NOVV
1914

Mansion House Hotel advertised under proprietor A. G. Newton.

‘Alexandria Gazette - Mansion House is hotel for guest -

- ‘operated by A. G. Newton with Restaurant in Basement.

Mansion House described as '"elegant Hotel" by a traveler.

‘Reprint from !''Trip to Alexandria' in Norfolk Beacon.

Alexandria Gazette news item that James Green'bui]dingia
four-story addition to Mansion House.

Green asked to vacate Hotel for use as Union. Hospltal
headquarters.

Mansion House OCCUpled by Union troops, reported in
Whlttlngton Diary.

Mansion House: strnpped of furnlture, reported in
Whlttlngton Dtary

Damages to house by Federal troops, reported in
Whuttlngton Diary.

Thoroughly repaired and refltted reported in
Alexandria Gazette.

Di]apidated,»reported in Century magaiine,

Rehabilitation of Carlyle House by Wagar as museum.
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APPENDIX B .

DEEDS ASSOCIATED WITH CARLYLE PROPERTY - . o | :

1749, 20 Sept.’ Trustee Deed to John Carlyle _ . Fairfax Cths
s Lot #41, 32 pounds, 5 .shillings Bk B, 501
Lot #L2, ' '
as surveyed by John West, MDCCXs ix

1780, Abri] 5 " John Carlyle's Wll] - Fairfax Courthouse

‘to. Carlyle Fairfax Whiting (grandson)
"a part of my two lotts wheron | live in
’ - Alex. begining on Cameron & Water.at the
corner, continue on Cameron 50', then
P  parallel to Fairfax into my garden 30'."
to Sarah Herbert (daughter) .
''a part of my 2 lotts beg. at intersection
‘w of Cameron & Fairfax and with Fairfax 30!
' so as to include my dryware house, then
parallel to Cameron ]OO' into my garden.'

to Geo. Wm. Carlyle (son)
-"all the rest & residue of my estate real

& personal but if he dies....to grandson é

J. C. Herbert and Carlyle F Whiting & theur i

heirs." §
1803, 9 Feb. | Wm. & Sarah Herbert to John Carlyle Alex Cths
; Herbert, B&S East side of Fairfax St. Bk F, 145

and south side of Cameron St. beginning
at intersection and running south 30',
then east 100'; $1500 ‘ -

1803, 19 Feb. John Carlyle Herbert to Bank of Alex.
Alexandria, B&S property bought from Bk F, 149 B
Wm. & Sarah Herbert, 9 Feb., 1803 plus *
property inherited from John Carlyle;

" total 45' south from intersection and
]23'—5“ east from intersection; $3100

1827, 24 Sept..  John Carlyle Herbert and Robert J. Tay]or Alex .

' ‘ to Geo. & John Hoffman, deed. Bk Q 2, 207
Beg¢nn|ng on Fairfax at the house then

occupied by William Herbert Junior as

an office supposed to be 78'-8" to

south of Cameron, then south on Fairfax

to the house used by Wm. Herbert as a

kitchen 67', then extending from Fairfax

sAaancasaAnns
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1827, 24 Sept.
(continued)

Fs

and parallel to Cameron and King Streets
the same width as on Fairfax St. to Water

Street.  (to settle debt of Thomas F. : N
R " Herbert, proportional to debt) :
1827, 24 Sept.  D.0. to John Ladd - Bk Q 2, 211
1827, 24 Sept.  D.0. to John Lloyd : Bk Q2, 214
: : 4 . .
1831, 25 Feb. John H. Ladd, executor of the will of CAlex
John G. Ladd to Orlando S. Morse, Bé&S Bk S 2, 627
(see entry of Carlyle to Hoffman, ‘
24 Sept., 1803, except only 156'-10"
deep.) $146.49 '
1831, 24 Mar. Geo. Hoffman & Henrietta (wife) and John Alex. _
4 s Hof fman to Orlando S. Morse, ‘B&S Bk S 2 640
: ' '(d.o. Ladd to Morse), $304.50
1831, 8 April John Lloyd and Harriet (wife) to Orlando Alex
S, Morse, B&S Bk S 2, 6Lk
~ (d.o. Ladd to Morse, remaining shares
of the property) $2,300
1831, 8 April Morse's property held in Trust by Ed. Lee Alex
o and Robt. Taylor to cover debt to Lloyd. Bk S$2, 538
1832, 18 Aug. J. C. Herbert to Guy Atkinson, B&S . Alex .
' ' beginning on east side of Fairfax at Bk U 2, 203
the dividing line of the square being
the north line of the lot where the
said Guy Atkinson now lives; north on
- Fairfax 27', then east to Water Street;
$994.30
1834, 25 June Edward Lee and Robert Taylor, trustees for ‘Alex
' Orlando S. Morse to John Lloyd, B&S

Bk-V 2, 76
(sale for payment of debt; Lloyd .
purchased property; see entry for Ladd
to Morse) '

Geo. Brant, Benjamin Waters, Wm. H. Miller Alex
and Wm. C. Gardner to Charles B. Penrose, Bk C 3, 241
Solicitor of the Treasury in behalf of :
the USA, BES 'which siad lot of ground
with all buildings thereon as was sold and
“conveyed by J. C. Herbert unto the said
Bank of Alex., 19 Feb., 1803'"; $7200

1843, 15 April
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184k, 25 April | Neale & Smith to Shaw (public auction)
' beginning of Fairfax 639' N of Ramsay's
1 Alley, east 123'5", north 27'%; $405

1844, 25 April | Neale & Smith (public auction) to Anthony Bk E 3, 122 |
'~ C. Cazenove beginning on Water St 46' : ) ,
N of Ramsay's Alley, N 47' W 123'-5'; §

- .$300
1847, 5 April -Cazenove to James Green | Bk 1,3,5
(entry April 25, 1844) $350
1847, 18 June Mary Herbert (of Ba]tlmore) to Charles’ Alex
o _Shaw BES Bk 13,17
‘ ' Property on east side of Fairfax and

"south of Cameron; beginning on the

east side of Fairfax 45' south of

Cameron and running south 33'-8''+

| to line of John Lloyds ground then

| east 123'-5'; §505

(Mary inherited property from J. C. Herbert)

1847, 18 June 1 Mary Herbert to George H. Smoot
: - beg. on Cameron 123'-5'" east of Fairfax --
E 73'-5" to Whiting's line, then S 30',
) then E 50' to Water St., then S,MS'-8+”
' to Manderv1]le S ]|ne then W 123'-5'"

and close.
1848, 21 Mar. | United States to James C. McGuire, B&S Alex
all that 3 story brick tenement and Bk | 3, L4y

~ lot of ground situate on the south side
-of Cameron east of Fairfax; beginning at
intersection. south 45' and east 120'-5'"};

53, 600
1848, 25 Mar. é - James C. McGuire to James Green, B&S Alex
d _property as entered under US to - Bk | 3, LL8
} McGuire; $3,700
1 o , ‘
1848, 6 April | Charles P. Shaw to James Green; B&S Alex
1 property as entered under Mary Herbert Bk 1 3, 453
: to Shaw, 18 June, 1847; $800
18h8, 10 April . John Lloyd & Ann (wife) to James Green, Alex ,

BES Bk | 3, 460

property as entered under Lee &
Taylor to Lloyd, 25 June, 1834; $3,000

EEE P C Y- V.Y P o

nad e
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1848, 11 April James Green and Jane (wife) to “Alex*
N Charles P. Shaw, B&S : Bk K 3, 6
beginning on the east side of Fanrfax
at the north line of that lot which
Shaw purchased from Christopher Neale
and -Francis L. -Smith 25 April, 184k, and
running north 5', then east_63'; the
same being part of the lot conveyed to
Green from Lloyd April 10; $80
(25 April, 1844k - Neale & Smith, Alex
Commissioners to Shaw by order of Bk E 3, 119
US Circuit Court for Alex., Oct. .
term, 1843; prop. owned by Atkinson,
beginning on Fairfax 69' N of Ramsay's
Alley, then east 123'-5", north 27",
$405) ’

.-

1848, 20 Sept. Geo. G. Smoot & Catharine (w) to James Bk K 3, 136
' Green beginning on Cameron St. at the '
said Green's present east line (believed
to be 123'-5" east of Fairfax; E 33'-5",
S 78'-8", W 33'-5", N to close; $375

1848, 18 Dec. "~ Geo. H. Smoot and Catharine (w) to James . Bk M 3, 108
Green beginning of Cameron 156'-10" E
of Fairfax (Green's east line); E 40'
to Whiting Line, S 30, E to Water St.
.S 481-8", then W 90', N to beglnnlng,
$625 '

1852, 10 Oct.  Joseph Eaches to James Green (public Bk 0°3, 217
L auction of Joseph Manderville's )
property) beginning of west side Water
St 78'-8; S of Cameron, then S 67', W
90', N 67' E to beginning; $425

1866, 8 Aug.. Wm W. Whiting & Lucy E. (w) to James "Bk 3, 153
: Green’ '

Lot on SW corner Cameron and Water,

30' on Water and 50' on Cameron, being

~a part of Wm Whiting's |nher|tance

from C. F. Whiting; $350. '

C. F. Whiting's Will, 1 July, 1831, Alex

Cths, Will Book #h, p. 11.
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1882, 1 Nov. - Green's heirs to Geo. W. Brown Bk 12, 193
" ' " Known as Green's Mansion House S
. beginning at S intersection of Fairfax
o and Cameron, then S 145'-8'"+, E
: 246'-10" to Lee St (formerly Water),

N 145'-8'"+, W to beginning; plus all"
furniture, carpets, crockery, mirrors,
stores, and Billiard tables now used
in conducting the hotel business in the
Mansion House; $60,000
James Green's Will written 28 July, .
1866, executed 6 Oct., 1880; Alex Cths,
Will Book #1, p. 313 : ’

1884, 7 July .Geo. W. Brown to Christopher C. Watson, .~ Bk 15, 588-
Brooklyn, N.Y.' ' ' : '
Known as Braddocik House, formerly
Green's Mansion House, beginning
(see prev. entry); $1.

1885, 6 August  Christopher Watson to John D. Fish, Bk 16, 95
' ' Hempstead, N.Y.
(see entry for 7 July, 1884); $1500

1887, 9 June John D. Fish to Timothy O'Meara, N.Y., Bk 19, 25
| N.Y.
(see entry for 7 July, 188L); $27,500

1888, 12 Jan. Timothy 0'Meara to Robert S. Widdecomb, Bk 19, 4k5
" " Washington, D.C. = .
(see entry for 7 July, 1884); $2000

1888, July 14 Irving Fish (Trustee) to Dean Fish Bk 20, p. 277
(Fish to-0'Meara Trust - Closed) S

1888, Sept. : Robert S. Widdecomb to M.V. Tierney - Bk 20, 406
' Trust in debt to Tierney for $445,

- All household and kitchen furniture,
beds, bedding, sheeting, .crockery,
napkins, table ware, ice box in the
bar and bar room fixtures, Billiard and
poole tables and other -personal property
now being in the Braddock House Hotel,
but shortly to be removed to the Fontine
Hotel on Cameron St. ’

1892, Jan. 15 Dean Fish to W= Hancock (Wilkes Barre, | Bk.27, p. 128
\ Pa.) , .
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1906, May 25 - W2 Hancock to Humphrey R. Wagar (lonia, - Bk. 55,. p. 95

Mich.)
1906, June 14 -~  Humphrey R. Wagar 3 Ophella E. (W) to Bk. 55, p. 343
Wagar Land Co. _— _ B
1916, Feb. 26 Wagar Land Co., Inc. to WagarvRealtY Bk. 65, p.\IEZ
Co., Inc. )

1925, Feb. 9 Wagar Realty to Ernest. Wagar Bk. 82, p. 110
: ' (parcel #1 containing CARLYLE HOUSE - .

first mention as '""HIST. CARLYLE HOUSE') -
on Lee 72' S of Cameron, W 194', S

o 73'-8", E 194', N .73'-8" and all the
-furnishings: personal property of every
description contained in the bldg. located
upon the premises hereinbefore described.

1941, Dec. 15 .  Wagar Apt. Corp. to Schaeffer o o Bk. 182; p. 521 .
' (amendment - Charter Bk. 11, p. 261) :
(except for 5' strip) ' ‘

1941, Nov., 10 Schaeffer:Royster. (owner adj. prop. to S) Bk.182, p. 564
(Boundary agreement - boundary to be
146.47' S of bldg. line on Cameron.
This covers that 5' x 63' conflict
along S side of property.)

1968, Nov. 26 Schaeffer to Carlyle lnvestment Corp. Bk 485,.p. 238
' "including the 01d Carlyle House'

1970, 13 July Carlyle Investment Corp. to NVRPA 712 - 243
1971, 10 July Carlyle |nvestmént Corp. to NVRPA .. 726 - 730

1972, 7 July . Carlyle Investment Corp. to NVRPA | 743 - 209
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APPENDIX C

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JOHN CARLYLE

The éafly l1ife of John CarlYlé is" shrouded in.mystery, It is
kﬁown that he was born info an ancient and gentlevfamily_of
Southerﬁ Scdtland,: iq Dumffieshire, on 6 February 1720,

into the Limekiln's branch of‘the Carlyié (or'Carlisle) family,l
Hﬁs father was Wil]iam{Carlyle} an apothecary'who to&k up resi-
dence across the border in England, Tn.the'town of_Carlisie,

_ 2 e
and styled himself ''Surgeon." His mother was Rachel Murray

3

childrén born to Rachel between’l715 and 1733, but all but two

Caéi?le; of the neighboring familyVAf Murray. There were ten
died in early childhood. ~Two sons survived. 'The'eldest,,George,.
appafently sfudied medicjne and bé@ame a physician and inheritéd
his father's éstatebin l7h4; - John, the second sén,‘becamé_a-
merchant and eventually moyed across thelAtlantic to take up
busfness ianirginia. Nothing.is known for certaip of his child-
hood or edutation; if cannot even bé said for sure where He fived,
but cerfain thiﬁgs may be surmised. Younger sons of gentle
_fémilies were 6fteh proyided for By setﬁfng them up in a trade,
by sending them to an Inn of Court to study the law, or by

.apprénticing them to merchants or tradesmen. John was probabiy'
either set-up in tradé 6r was apprentfced, for by.]7ﬁh (John was
24 yeérs of.age) he was described as.a herchant of Whjtehaven.s

When William'diéd in 1744, he left the entirety of his estate to
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his eldest son George, reserving a generous yearly allowance for.

1 ~

Rachel; és well as some of the furniture, and leaving the sum of
4 300 to John, to be received by Him after his mother's’deéth.6
The wf]l‘was‘proved in the Bishop's court in Carlisle on 7 July

1744, and the signature of John Carlyle is found‘along with that

of his brother on a court document in which they posted bond for

7

tﬁe faithful execution of their father's estate.

It is not known_when'John C?F]yle moved to Virgihia,'buf it is’
clear thaf he was in England in 1744 at the proving of his father's
wfll. Less than a year ]ater; on 17 June 1745, he is found in
Truro Parish in Fairfax County, Virginia; bn that date Ee pur-=
chased from one Mary Awberry 373 acres of land in Fairfax County
'for'7f 45;8 ot éeems likely that he came over to Virginia as

factor (representative or agent) for a trading company and set

himself up in business at the earliest ¢pportunity. From John's
letters to his brother George, it ‘appears that Car]yle was’ the

Virginia agent for a British merchant, a Mr. Hicks (dated

becember 1, 1746). 'His money from hié_father's estate wou]ﬂ‘not
“come to him until his mother died (ca. 1755), sb he must have had
~another soufce to accumulate the capital necessary for'buyihg'up
large tracts of land. The £ 45 paid for the lands fn 1745 was a

large sum in those days, more than an average year's income for a.
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mén of Caflyle‘s sta;ion; Where he got his mohey can. only be {pec-
ulated-dpgn; but in fhg course of ;He next few years he bought up
other tracts of land in the same area, aloﬁg the banks of Holmes
Run, Hﬁnting Creek, Goose Creek and the Tuskarora, éli in the

o -

vicfnity’of.the.tobacto_kgceiving sfation and warehouse at the

mouth of HQntjng Creek.9 It may bé guessed that he was export?ng
‘tobacco, using'phe station at Hunting Cfeek wafehouse as his

center of oberaﬁions. He may have béen trying to set himself up

as a éentleman-plantef of the type thét thrived—in northern Virginfa.
‘Buf fn a deed of l7h6vhe'was described as a merchant of Truro

_Par{sh and Fairfax County, and by 1749 he was important enough to

be appointed a Justice of the Peace for Fairfax County, a position

which carried great pres,tige'and'power.]0

In 1747 John Carlyle joined with-other landowners and merchan;é in
a plan to settle western'lénds.]] They planned to apply for év
>grént from the_kiﬁg to take up and settlé.200,000 acfes in Ohio.
The members d? thé Ohio Company included John_Hanbufy, a London
merchant, and a nqmber of prominent Virgiﬁiéns, inﬁ!uding Lawrence
Washington, Augustiné Washington, George Fairfax, and were joined
]atgr Ey Géorge Mason; John Tayloe, Governor Dfnﬁiddie and

‘seVeral-members of the Lee family. Thus, only two yéars after

_taking up residenceAin northern Virginia he was associated with many

important families in the area. But CarlYIe and George Fairfax both

a



resigned from the company in June 1749. Perhaps théy were busy
with pléns for a new town to be built around the tobacco ware-

house at Hunting Creek.

Meanwhile, in 1747, John Carlyle married Sarah Fairfax; one of the
v'déughters of William Fairfax.lz Thus he became allied with‘one of
the,most important families in Virginia, a family thét held vast
tracts of land in northern and western Vfrginia.' By l748, then,

Carlyle must have been a prominent manrindeed; for the Fairféx>

' Sarah's sisters were married to

girls did not marry'just anybody.'
Lawrence Washington and George Lee. Through this marriage,
Cérlyle undoubtedly received a portion of the vast Fairfax land--

holdings in Virginia and-became alliéd with Fairfax wealth and

prestige.

in 1749 pet?tions were received by the Virginia colonial legisla-:
ture in WilTiamsburg prayfng'a statute ﬁo_authorize the erection
of a town to be called Alexandria on the Potomac River near Hunting

Creek warehouse. Thé ]egislature passed, on 11 May 1749, an act

for the establishment of a town and trustees were appointed for the
survey of the town, the marking off and sale:of lot§ and the general
mahagément Qf‘the_townislbuéfnéss affairs. thn‘Céfly1e, WEliiam
'Fairfax, George Fairfax,and others were éppointed to the_Béard of

I‘3J 'V ’ ~

Trustees. Lots in the new town were sold on 10 July 1749, at
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“which time John Carlyle bought two of the best lots in the town,

re

on the main street and on a bluff overlookihg the Potomac in the

center of.the1town.lh‘ It seems-that there was an agreement among

the trustees so tbat they could buy the choice:lots and divide up
the costs among themselves. In a letter from Augustine Washingtoh

to his brother Lawrence, written just after the sale, Augustine
says:

...the reason the lots sold so high was River side ones

being sett up first which were purchased at a very extrav-
agant price by the prop (illegible) Your two, Mr Carlyles

Mr Dortons Mr Ramseys (illegible) Mr Chapmans sold at - oo
different prices, as you may se by the sale, but we agreed
before the Sale to give any Price for them & to strike them
upon an average so that by adding them up & djyiding them

by five you sill se what .your two lotts Cost.

Carlyle may have begun construction‘on his house on his two

" lots at the corner of\Faiffax and Cameron Streets, for it was stip-
ulated in the deed that the purchaser '...shall and will Erect build
and Finish on the sajd Lot one House of Brick Stone or Wood well
'framed‘of the Dimenéions of twenty feet Square and nine feet pitched
at the least with a Brfck of Stone Chimney proportionablyvthereto

nlé

_within two years after the date hereof...

The house may not even have been begun when Cariyle returned to
England for a visit, traveling with his fatherﬁin;law, William
Fairfax. On 11 April 1750 he signed over to his friend and business

partner, John Dalton, a complete power of attorney to transact -



business in His absence, and by.JuIy was at Wh}tehaven, his old
place of‘bgsiness onetﬂe SolWay Firth inrnorthern Englend.]7_A
Wilfiah Fairfax wrote to Lawrence Washington from'WhiteHaven on
6‘July,‘“We:eet off for Carlisle to morrow to visit Mrs. Carlyle,
and cloeed his ietter with a refefeﬁce‘to his deughtef Serah, |
“Hdping Sally hes get a pretty Boy to danele tilj his Paba returns
‘and relieves the.Sport...“18 After leaving Mrs. Cafly]e, fhey

¥

apparently traveled down to London to transact some business.
. .\ . . . . !

Fairfax again wrote on 12 October:

| had the pleasure to receive your two Letters which
relieved an anxious suspense Mr Carlyle and | were
under on Accot of being told of Sally's dangerous
Symptons in a cancerous Breast. VYou'l do Us Justice

in thinking that your present Narration of her expected

Recovery ?gs oniy made our EnJoyment easy and sometimes
cheerful.

John.CarIyle returned to the colonies on one of Mr. chks' ships
on:ApriI 30, 1751, as recorded in his letter of the next day to
his‘brether. John described his passeée as very long and extremely
unplessant, as the cargo shlp was leaky and short of drlnklng
water. - His return in the spring permitted him fo.resume'hiS»

civic duty eS'Justice of the Peace at Fairfax Court, which}met

again in June of 1751.

The child John and Sarah were expecting while John,was in Eng]and
apparently died, as did a second child who 1ived Only‘five weeks

after her birth on February 24, ]752 (Letter dated May 23, 1752).
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0f the seven born to John and Sarah, only two, Sarah and Ann,

survivéd-to_adu]thood. At the young age of 30, Sarah Fairfax

Carlyle died in childbirth in 1761.%!

The housg-John built %0} himself and~Sarah in Alexandria was
'ready'for occdpancy the night their.third baby, WflTiém, was
born. In hié letter of August 11,V1753, John.announces the birth
to hfs brother and'saYS that his building is almost finished. It
-took almost a year Iongér than eXpetted to finish the building,
due to a seQere rainstorm Which damaged the stone walls of the
house (Letter dated November 12, 1752). The walls had to be,
in.part, taken doﬁn and built back up by Carlyle's own labor
force, a éubjectvOF great complafnf’in,his 1etter$. Tﬁé carved
keystone, dated 1752, reflects Carlyie's originél aspiration of

moving into the house before the end of that year.

~Although there is ho evidence to date to pinpoint,the beginning
of construction or the designer of the house, from John's letter to
George dated May 23,31752; we do know thét the house was_uﬁder
construction and costing more than’anticipated. The date of con-
struction prior to July i8, 1752,'is appropriate, for after thaf
-daté all new constrﬁcfion had to conform to the new Board of |

‘Trustees' ordinance, which required houses to be bujlt on the front

22

property line to maintain a neat street facade. Carlyle's house

was set back to the middle of the property with two flanking pavilions.
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As the threaf from thé-French-supported Indians became more and
more appatent along the frontiers of Virginia and the northeast,
various mi]ftary plans were dréwn up ana executed égaiﬁét_the
'Frendh. From it$ Jocation, Alexandria quickly-became an-impbrtant
_center for supply of the troops. When an expedition under young
George Washingtoh wés‘prebared,in Alexandria to march to Ohio,

John CarlYIe was granted a.commission és a Major in thevmilitié,
Witﬁ the duty of acfing’as Commissary of érovfsions.23, Carlyle
had abparent]y been for several years an-officer inbthe mifitfa,
for he took the oaths reqﬁf;ed for a mi]ifary commission a£
FairfaxvCourt as early as ]750.2h Carfyle served as Cémmissary
through the néxt few years, éfranging'supp]ie; and tranSportation.
for the t;oops to be uséd on tHe frontier. When General Edward
Bréadock_came over ﬁo Virgihia.from Ire]aﬁd with- his veteran troops
to. take comméh& in the colonies, hé méde’A]éxapdria ﬁis héadduarters

during April 1755.

General Braddock stayed at the Carlyle House during his sojourn in
Alexandria énd it was during this time that the five governors of’
the colonies met with him to discuss the financhg and.the'campaigns'
‘against the French and Indians. In a detailed ]ettér to his brother
datéd August 15, 1755, JoHn describes Braddock's stay, his pérsbhf
ality, and his disastrous gampaign over the Alleéheny.Hountains.
Carlyle‘szdéécription of the.CounCi] of Governors<was that "their

(sic) was the Grandest Congress held at my home ever known on this
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Continent.'. As the Council discussed measufes‘of taxing the
colonfst iﬁ 6fderlt6 raise revenue to support the Eritish”troops, 
it has been said by some historians that ''taxation wi thout
'representat}On,“'which led the éolonist to revqlt, had its first
seeds sewn in the council room of the John Carlyle House. Carlyle

i

was appointed storekeepér for Braddock's expedition.

After the disaster of Braddock's-expedition to the‘Monongahela
River Carlyle settled intd the .routine of a wéa]thy merchant and
leading citizen, carrying oﬁ'activities as an importer of

West Indian goods and possibly exporting tobacco. He regu]afly ‘
attended meetings of the Trustees of Alexandria and the mqnthly
sessions of Fairfax County Court. He was involved in a series

of Iawsufts svef his Iandho]dfhgs which he continued to increase
year after year. After thé death of his first wffe'John Carlyle
married again; this time to Sybil W¢st;26 In the 1760's he was in
business with Robert Adam dealing in grain, and at the same time
was §till in partnership with‘John'Dalton, importing from the

IWest Indies,

«

As the colonies were swept up in the revolutionary fervor in the

early 1770's, Carlyle took an active part in the local revolu-
tionary movement. He served from the beginning bn the Fairfax
County Committee of Correspondence after its establishment in

1774 and was one of the signers of the famous Fairfax County. .

Resolutions of 18 July ]774.27 He again acted as a ;torgkeeper
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and provided SuppLieS during the war for independence, but
died in 1780 before the end of the war. His only son, George
William Carlyle, was killed in the Battle of Eutaw Springs in

South Carolina less than a yeak later.28

Thé exact date of

John Carlyle's-death'éannot be determined. He Qrote his wjll in
Aprilll780 and it was proved in Fairfax Cbunty‘Céurt in October
of.the same yéar.by’his exécutdrs.z9 His pr0perty was left
devised tavhis son,lWith certain port}ons set aside for his grand-
.soné by his two married daughters{ Ann'and Sarah. When Gebrge
AWilliam died in South Carolina ;he entire property de;éendéd to

John's grandsons, Carlyle Fairfax Whiting (Ann's son) and John

Carlyle Herbert (Sarah's son).

Perhaps the life and activities of John Carlyle can be more eésily
'appreciated‘thfough a sort of horizontal framework, by considering
hislactivitfes in several-détegories,.that is to say és‘a merchaﬁt,
as a lando@ner, as a local Jeadér; and so forth. He was an
impdrfant.man in the formative years of the seébort village of
.Alexandria, and in many ways' the story of John Carlyle must be also
the story of colonial Alexéndria. “His house was a locaj landmérk
from the beginning, and he can Be'considered aiong with a handful
of othef't%ansferred‘Scottish méfchaht; one of fhe léading citizens

of Alexandria, and indeéd.in all of Northern Virginia.
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Footnotes

AT dates given new style .as though ‘the new year began

on 1 January, but the days of the month have not been
changed to agree with the change in the calendar in 1752.
Carlyle's birth date is taken from a genealogy in the

“files of the Northern Virginia Reglonal Park Authority,

Fairfax, Virginia.

Last Will and Testament of William Carlyle, from files

'of Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority.

A photograph of a portrait of Rachel Murray Carlyle is’
in Gay Montague Moore, Seaport in V|rg|n|a (Charlottesville:

1972), 66.

Last Will and Testament of William Carlyle.

Fairfax: ‘County Deed Book A, No._ ‘Part 2, 40o0.
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Wilber L. Hall (Richmond: 1945), V. 279.
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1954),
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probable that it took place sometime in 1748. See R. H.
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Carlyle, The Merchant

First ehd“foremost, John Carlyle of Alexandria was a merchant.

Trade remalned his prlmary lnterest and occupatlon throughout Y

his ]ife.v He undoubtedly accumulated most of hls.wealth

through'his business dealings. He wes‘a]most Invariably

bdescribed;in'thehdeed books of the time as‘“Johh Carlyle,

Gept., Merchent.” There is, unheppi]y, very scenty material

to‘document this vital phese of Carlyle's éctivities, but

from letters to his brother it.is_evident that John was

assocfated with importing and trading activ{ties. It appears

‘that hebwas.first associated with an Engiish merchaht frrm’

whose prfhcibaTzrepresehtetive was a Mr. Hicks--either as a

juhior partner or as some form;of representetive.‘ In a letter to -

George dated December 1, I7Q6, John writes that he must 'wait my

next orders‘from him [Mr. Hicks]." ;Ih a letter after his marriace

vto.Sarah Fairfex, John egain Writethis brother end hints that he

would ilke to haue some money in order to buy out of Mr. Hucks

business. Apparently after .his return from Eng]and in 1751, John

began trading on his own for he adds'e note to his brother saYing:
When‘you direct to me now must be to Mjr. Jno Carlyle'

Mercht at Alexandria on Standing bank South Potomuck-
Vlrglnla (Letter dated May 1, 1751)




Carfy]e's Business was both from Eﬁg]and and the West indies .
as_séén in’ numerous references in lettersito his brother..
CarlYle's trading in Algxandria wag allied with his eloge.
friend JoHn Dalton who was, along wfth Carlyle, one of the
oriéinél puchaSers of lots in’Aiexahdria.ﬁ In 1775,
Robert'Carter éf Nomiﬁy Hall COmp{led_a diary letter-book
.thaf Jisted “Mercﬁants and facfofs now residing in Alexandria,'
Pétbméc RiQérf“]‘Their trade,-primafi]y from the.west Indies,
fs identffiea iﬁ Carter's diafy when the two merchants were

listed as ''Carlyle & Dalton, sell rum and‘sugar{“

. Carlyle also sold slaves -and in.a letter to his father-in-law,
Thomas, Lord Fairfax, in 1762 he writes:

We have a vessel just arrived & expect her up

with Sugar, Mgllasses & Negroes & the sale is

to be;Monday.z_- :

Carlyle's importing oF_slaves‘was confirmed in George -
‘Washington's ledgers, where there may be found numerous
entries such as:

By cash lodgd. with Colo. Carlyle to pay'for
Negroes...150. : :




1n the eigﬁteenth_gentdry the common medijum of éxchange in
Virgiﬁia‘uas toEaCco; Cash was scarce and tobacco waé‘the"
”chiefvmoney crop.'t Even £axes in Fairfax County Qere,
'collec£ed-in,tobacco, each tfthab]e‘fated_at so many pounds
of tobacco. It may be surmised, }hen; that Cari?le generally
received tobacco in paymenf for the imported géods and slaves
her sold in A]exandria. He ﬁay have expérféd-this3tobaccobto
éngland'or édld it for credit to‘éxportingvmerchants. It is
mére likely that the toba§c0'never really passed througﬁ

Carlyle's hands, but only bills of exchange for so many

pounds or hogsheads of tobac;o.‘

Carlyle had warehquses and outlet stores in Alexandria for
- storage and sale of his goods. _In‘l753 one James Farrow was
tossed in the County Gaol for breaking.into Carlyle's store4

4

house and stealing twenty shillings worth of.rum.‘ In his
will Céﬁlyle mentioned avdryware house located on the
northwest corner of his lots in Alexandria, at the inter-

section of Fairfax and Cameron Streets? He owned several

lots in Alexandria and may have operated warehouses there.

C-15




Carlyle was also, fn fater years, an importer of English
thoroughbféﬁ»racehqrses.'AHorseracingrwas.a popﬁlar'éport
among the northern Virginia gentry, aﬁd freqqenfladvertiée_
menisvfér horses and horseraces appear in the'newspabers

‘of the 17é0}§. Carlyle advertiéed jmpofted Engiish hofses
thrégghout'that deéade, and was_one.of the ﬁanagers of a
horserace in‘AIexandria'(afongbwith George Washington) in
17615 Hé evén travelled as far as New York to carry on his
Vhorse trading activities. Gébrge Washington wrot; a,
letter. of introduction for "Collo. Carlye [sic]‘the beérer
of‘ghig, goiﬁg to New York to disposeléf sdme English
horses;...”7 He owned'a.fé@ous thorouéhbred named Holme'é
Sfarljng which waé imported in 1762.8~

.

Carlylé ownéd several. large ﬁracts of_land”in the
Countryside'around the'tdwn of Alexandria, on some of‘whfcﬁ
were situatea water mills for grinding grain. Towards the
end bf the eighteenth cenfufy whgat began to replace
tobac¢0'éS'the chief crop of the area, as.the soil began
'toAbe too worn oﬁt for tobaccd‘plénting. Carlyle a]so 
wentvintb-the wheat business. He is»fpuhd in the 1760's

in business with Robert Adam, grindihg and.sellfng grain.

lnvGebrge WQSHington‘s papers“may_be found letters to
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' Carlyle ahdvAdam along.with entries in his ledger.books for
éccounts-;ifh_them.9 Frbﬁ Washington's letters it caﬁ bé seen
thét'they kept a‘mill on Four Mile Run Creek énd that wheat
was often.fléated up to the'mfll for grinding on flat boats.

Perhaps Cariyle also grew wheat on'some of his own lands and

ground it at. . his own mill into flour.

¥

The seaport-of Alékandria was situated near tHe"moch of an
important rfvef‘which’dféined'tﬁe fértflé Farm]ahd§ of
Western Vfrginia, 50u;hern.Pennsylvanja, and-Mary]and. I f
the Pofomac cbg]d be opened-Forithe navigat{On.of canal
boats the tradé of Alexaﬁdrié would certainly'bobm.

Carlyle, wi th other»Alexandrié-mérthanté, realized the
’vihportance §F tHis canal project for the future prospgrity
of A]exandri;.. George Washfngton was;also éne of thése‘who
rea]ized'the‘importénce of the pianvand supported such a
'projeqt throughdut his career. As early as 1762 there was a
plan for a company of “aaventurers”.(thgy adventured their
monéy) to subscribe to a project to build:é canal around the

Great Falls above Georéetown. An article appeared in the

Mafy]and Gazette which was pﬁb]ished in Annapolis in

'February 1762:
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. To the PUBLIC. :
The Opening of the River Potowmack, and making
it passable for Small Craft, from Port Cumberland
"at Will's Creek, to the Great Falls, will be of

the greatest Advantage to Virginia and Maryland,

by facilitating Commerce with the Back

Inhabitants, who-will not then have more than

20 miles Land Carriage to a Harbour, where

Ships of great Burthen load annually; whereas

at present many have 150; and what will perhaps

be considered still greater importance, is, the

easy Communication it will afford the Inhabitants.
+ of these Colonies with the Waters of the Ohio.

It was hoped that suéh a channel wou]d‘enticé tradevaWay from
the Pennsylvaﬁian seépokts, énc]uding the lucrative qu3and
skinltrade, “In Alexandria.import/éxport’herchants.couid
purchase goods from the inland farmers and trappers for.
‘exbort-and‘at,the same time sell them_their imported tools,_:
cioth,:etc, The managers appointedfto také_subsériptiohs

for shares in the combanf inélﬁded two promfnent A]exandria‘

merchants;, John Carlyle and William Ramsay.

This wés only the first-of a series of. companies formed for
thét’purpose. in ]774 énother company was SeekihgvSub-
scriptions to a‘”p]én and estimate'foerpening the navigation
of Patowmack river above‘thé fa]ls."IZOnce-again a number of
vAlexandrTans were immediate;;ubsCribers, including Georgé

Wasﬁington; John Carlyle, William Ramsay, Robert Adam,




thh Daltoh, GéoFge MésOn,Aand others. Several meetings
were held'?n Alexén&riavana Georgetown to try to faise funds,
and construction wés.commenced under the direction_of

thn Ballendine using.sléve labof,to cut the canals, but

this company; é}so; eventually failed}3 It was'nof until

well into the next century that tge long dreémed-of canal

to Alexandria was cémpleted. Withjn a few yearsvthe railroad

made it obsolete.

If Car!?]e's chief'}nterest during his.years in A]exéndria
was trade and/{mpq;tihg, other activities also occupied much
of his time. He continued to acquire more and more land,
supervised construction projegts for the town éna county and

t

served in a number of official positions.
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Va. Magazine, XXV (October 1927), 368.

GeorgeIWaShington‘s Ledgers, Ledger A, 180; Writings
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of. the Potomac Route to the West,' Records of the Columbia

Historical Society, XV (1912), 96 322,
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Carlyle, The Landowner

It is éo&etime; difficult for a twéntieth-¢entufy,
abarfmenf-dweliing soCietf tdyappréciate tHe prbfound
importéncé of laﬁdowning in eighteenth-century society.
The ﬁrestige of landowningfcan perhéps be more readi]?
understbod.ifvwe remehber that only land was callgd “reaf“
p;Operty, or Uréal“‘estate; as opposéd‘to‘moveab]es or |
Chétte]s.T Thebroots of this pfestige are‘fo be found in
feudal.landholdiﬁg when there were freehdlderé and non-
freeholders; only the former Qere’ab]e to claim the
privi]éges of freé citizehship, thé riQHt to vote, the
brotéction of their possession undéf thé common law. A
man was no more. than a second=class citizeh(unless he had
landed property. The reasons qu the distinction had
'disappeared by the eightéenth centgry,‘but the shell of
privilege and prestige remained. The ownership of ‘land
was Sti]i an essential brereqUisite‘for entrance into the

‘

ranks of -the gentry. : ) -

Within_a year of his removal to Virngia John. Carlyle begah
purchasing properties in Northern Virgfnia, alohg the rivers

" and streams that drained into the Potomac. By 1749 one
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begins ‘to find his name 1isfed on official documents as-
""John Carlee, Gent;Q 1When Be married Sarah‘Fairfax hee
Eecame'aceepted intofthe.ranks of the\landed gentry and
h}s rise into gentiliﬁy was essentﬁally'complete. Through
thelyearS'he continued to purchase tracts of land whichuhe
‘added fo'his own and his mife's until he had»accumdlated

very scattered and vast ho]djhgs.

.

To the north of Alexandria a]ong the curves_of Fodr Mile Run'
Caf]yle bodght up several large tracts. He seems to have‘
owned aperoximately 1500 acres er so along E?at stream
adjacent to George Washington's Iands there. In 1762

Carl;le betitfoned,the Fairfax County for Court for permission
to:ereet a grist mill on his proeerty on Four Mile Run.
According to an act of theﬂcdlodial ]egislafure,YSUCh
permission was necessary in order to insure that no one

else s lands would be damaged by ‘its .construction or
operation. A Jury was assembled on the property in May 1762
to inspect the,proposed'construction site, and stated under
oath that it appeared to them that the proposed mtll would
cause 20 shlllnngs damage to WII!|am Ramsay s lands

b ;
adjoining, due to the run off from the mill race. Carlyle

probably paid the damages to Ramsay, for the Court ordered,
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four days ]ater, to'grént Carlyle permission to builq’his‘mill.
Anparent1y.Carlyle was already in the mi]ler'e trade, for in
1756.the_Cognty Court ordened that tWO‘orphans be bound over
to JohnvCerlyle:
‘Ordered that the Churchwardens of Truro pérish
bind Philip David and Maria Sovia children of
Michael Dobile to John Carlyle Gent. according
. to Law.who,fs;to learn them to read,andswrite
*  the said Philip the trade of a miller.
To the south of A]exandrfa Carlyle owned tnactsyof fand elong
Great Hunting Creek and Little Hunting Creek. in 1760,he
was opereting a mill on the main run of Great Hunting
Creek." To:the south and west of town he owned several
hundred acres elpng Ho\mes Run Creek7 He,aJSQ had
extensive landholdlngs in the more dls;ant west, 'EOme of
which came from the Fanrfax holdlngs. Above Greet,Falls
there were lends,on Goose Creek, Sugar Land Run, and the.
"Tnskarbna?> There were lands in Fauquner County, and a

large plantatlon in Berkeley County called leekllns after

his ancestral castle in Scotland.

In"addition to his extensive holdings in the countryside
Carlyle was the owrer of a number of Jotsvin the .town of

Alexandria. At the initial sale of lots Carlyle was both
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an agent for the sale of lots and a purchaser of lots.

C#rly]e;»like many others, was able to purchase lots

" as the town expanded at low prices, some of which he resdld

at substantial profits. For instance, he purchased ]Qts

‘number 66 and 67 on Prince Street, between Fairfax and

"Royal Streets, from the Trustees in 1754 for a total of

qb0ut '525, and sold them less than é year and a half later
for more’tﬁén :/107.>]O As thé town expaﬁded té the westward
éway'fromhthg'river aﬁd the Trustees marked off new lots
FOrisale;'mahy of the new lots were covered by the lafgé
marsh fo the north and west. Carly]é bought>s¢me of these
marsh.iots for prices ranging between from =4 to f:20.]]'

At the sams time the town was expanding out into the

river. The criginal survey of 1749 showed the town‘iaid

out on a shallow basin with two points, Point Lumley at the

foot of Duke Street and West Point at the Foot:of'OrOnoko

Street. Between the two points was a curved inlet with the
river front running along Water Street (now Lee Street).
But the only deep water for large ships to approach the tdwn‘

was at the two points, so that the majority of the town's -

waterfront was useless for mercantile purposes. As a

result, the merchants who owned lots along the river began
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to fill and extend their lots out into the'riyef, so that

by the end of the eighteenth century the waterfront was a

straight line with'whafves along the whole,.'Carlyle extended

his lots into the river, and also bought up other river lots -

_ . . 12 .
with a plan to fill and develop them. . He devised part of

his property behind;hié house ''made out of the river' to his
dadghter Sarah;]3CarIer and Daitoh as businéss partners also
' bought up .several lots, both developed_and undeveloped,
which they either fesold or leased out. For instance, they
owned the 'Long Ordinary,' a tavern which was operated by
Nafhan Hughes on‘the south side of Queen Stréet between
Fairfax and Royal Streets, and the lot and taQern at the
corner of Céméron and Royal Streets which later achieved
fame as Gadsby!g favern!h_Acting as‘éxecutdrs.and
adminjstrators:for various estates they also came to

acquire and administer a number . of properties.

As a large landowner, tarlyle was invo]Qéd in the usual
array of lawsuits. Most of the Sgits w0u1d.be in actiohs
of trespass or debt.; Carlyle Ieé;ed';uf most of his lands
iﬁ the countfy'to farmers with rents payable in podnds o%
tobacco; Tenants would deféuit on payﬁent,_or sometiﬁes
éqUattérs wéuld have to bé_evicted; THe Court Ofdér Books

A
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for Fairfax County demonstrate the litigiousvnéture of the

landowners in northern Virginia in the eighteenth century,

and Carlyle appears frequently among the litigants. Of

course, Carlyle was a]so a justice fdr the court, sd'hé
would stepidown from the Benchlfd pléad his lawsuits-and
then resume his place with the IV'Centlemen-J_u.'s.ticesr,.":
Sometimes the suits woﬁld involve ﬁﬁ]tiple_defendants and
plaintiffs,Vincluding'tenanfs, sub-tenaﬁts, original
vpaténtees of the crown, and so fdr;h]s in one éase,vqohn
Carlyle sued one JQHn Kfng for fecovér9 of é debt of 107
pounds of tobaécb plus approximately_zsu _King failed to
'éppear béFOre'Fairfax’Qourt iﬁ Adgust’1755‘to answer to
CarlyleAs complaint, so the sheriff was ordered fo tr?
again to serve notice upén him to appear before'the.next
court. Iln‘September'King again failed to appear, so the
Sheriff was_orderéd to execute an attachment upoﬁ'King's
goods fo,édmpeIAappearance. When‘King again Was.absent.in
November the Court awardgd the judgéhent'to.Car]y1e by -
default. The sheriff, however, reported that he had
exeéuéed an attachment upon '"one spoon,'! which was ordered

v : 16
to be sold to pay off the debt.
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John Carlyle, then, was both merchant and 1andowher. He

- ) T B T . .
made his wealth in trade and invested in landed property. .

He thus became a gentleman. As a member of the landed gentry'f

he would have to perform certain public duties and fill
certain bub]ic offi;és. .He.mﬁst'éerve as a Justice of the
Peace, an qfficér in the militia, overseer of streepsuaﬁd
wha;véé, adjustor of scales at fhe tobécco warehouses, .tax
cé]leétor, ceqsus‘taker, juage, ahd administrator. 1t is

to thé pub}ic fiéuré, John Caf]yle, that we must now turn,
but we have looked first at his bﬁsiness activities jn.order
to keep in ﬁind that JohnICar1y1e was primarily a merchahf

and landed gentleman; the other activities were the chores

that went along with the position.
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Carlyle, The Public Servant

v

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE | _ | .

Perhéps’the most_femarkable feature of Both'Englksh,énd'
co]onial»Virgfnian government was-the'dependence on unpaid,
: vo]unteef édministrators on.the local level. The neighbor-
hood gentry served in a Qariéfy bf posifions and performed
a_multitudeydf tiresome tasks, eépeciaily iﬁ théif duties

as Justices of the Peace. The title pf the position implies

_the dual nature of‘their duties. They were ”justfces“‘who

heard énd adjudged a variefy Qf crimes, misdeméanofs;_and‘\

lawsuits. They were a]go expected to keep tHe peace andv

_serve a number of administrative functions in the absence T .
6f é regular paid bureaucracy. EVen'AOre'remarkable was.’

the wil]ingness, even eégerness,’of the cquntry géntry to

assume these burdens. One may suppose that it was a means

‘ofbflauntihg their posftion énd‘présfige asbweil as

testifyfng to their sincere sense of citizenship associated ,‘ _
with their status. As merchants became-ﬁeaithy, they would

invest their.wéalth in landed property, setting themselves

up as country gentlemén gladly accebtjng the’burdens of -

their'obligations as a-c]éar aemoﬁstration thét_they had

finally arrived among the ranks of the .gentry.
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Johﬁ:Carlyle,-as has been noted, began almost iﬁmédiately

tb purdhééé ]érge tracts of land upon his arrival in Virg?nia.
:B* 1749 he was included as a,“Gentieman Justicé“ :n the
Commissionvdf the Peace issued from WETIiaﬁsburg. After

1757 he was one of the qudrumifor Féirfax Couhty Court.2

From the court recérds which survive one éan Seé>fhe'multitude
of duties 6f tHe Gentlemén‘Justices. First of éllfthey
‘listened to pleas of all sorts at:théif month]y seésions‘bf
the Cbunty Cohrt. They re;eivedvindic;ments}from thebgrand»’
jufy and heard the pleas of those ihdic;ed for varidﬁs
offences.) They committed to gaol; finéd{ flogged; or.
pilloried offenders. vThey heard lawsuits and.summqned.
juries. More difficult and serious cases,rsuch as major
fawsuits.and felonies, were sent to the GeneraI_Court at
Williamsburg. "For instance, James Farrow, who:was accused

of breakiné iﬁto John Carlyle‘é warehouse and stéafing hi;
rum, was committed to»the County gaol ubon the oéths of two
.ofvthe_Jusficeslof the Peéce.v He was preseﬁted at the next
Sessidn.of the County Couft, where the jUsticeS decided tb
transfér him to Willfémsburg fof'the next séssion of the

‘General Court. Carlyle posted bond to ensure his

3

appearance as a witness in Williamsburg.
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Itimustvbe assumed that these volﬁnteer justjcés had séme
sort of rudimentary kﬁowledge 6f'the‘comhbn law and equfty.;
Theyﬂfollowad the outlines ofvcommon law procg&gre. Carlyle
mus t fherefore have acquired a know]edge'of the law atvsome
>‘time, though one may supposé that he never4had any fbrmal
training in the‘iaw. Perhaps a vd]ume‘or two of Bﬁackstpne,
'tHe handbook of American cgloniél léw, graced.Car}yle's

bookshelves.

Even more important and time-consuhingifpf'the Gentleman
Justice ofvthe Peace were theyvaf?ous administrative Chores
which he had to perform. Carlyfe collected taxes, tdok the
listsvdf tithables for the parishes of Truro and Cameron, ‘
adjusted the Weightsiand scales at the‘tobacco’wafehouses
each year, and-superviséd ;onstrgction'ofkvarious pubiic
works for the county.h,They looked after the orphans of the
cou5ty, bunishéd vige,and di§tufbances qf éhe peace, and
generally pried into'tHe business of everyohé under their
4jufisdicfi6n.. From the yearly asééésments'of the cbpnt9 levy
one can learn much of the'écﬁfvifigs of the Gentlemen
Justiceﬁ; Car]?le and others would, each year, presént

their aécognts of expenses for,s;ttlement at thé“County

Court. One finds such entries as 'Dr. To John Carlyle Gent.
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‘fbr Scé]ps received and not credited. .. ]86‘(pounds of
tobaccb);a‘ We thus-]earn that Carlyle was acting'as
receiving agent_for.bqunty hunters who would bring their
prizés to him for payment. Hekajso servedvas‘agent.for
paYing thé bounty on wolves, as we find-from such entries
as ""To John Carlyle Gt. Agsee. of William Thorhtdn_for 1

.wolf's head & 6 young Do. certiFied by'Do..;. 4oo." 6

In 1751, the County CourtAordered “...fhat‘there be

.'Erected in the Town ofAA]exandria in this couhty a.'

whipping post énd Stocks: and ‘also a‘Dqéking'St001 for
punishing Offenders.'_'7 A year later John Carlyle was

reimbursed 1500 pounds of tobacco for_“Pillory and Stocks."

Iﬁ I752 the éessions.o% the Fajirfax tourt were hoyéd to the
town of A]exandria..»lt was ﬁecéssary fifst to petition £he
Governor in»Williameurngor permission to move the tourt.
E_Car]y]e'svexpenses presented to tHe A]ekahdria Trustees
included: | |

To Sundry expenses to remove the Court House, Viz.

To Cash pd Capt. Bowman carrying papers £ 3..11..6
to Williamsbg. .

To do. to Richd Monday flxlng a - 2..0
courthouse in town ‘ ‘

To do. to Thos. Smith 901ng with papers 2.. 3
to Williamsbg. '

To do..for cutting a road o o 2..3

To do. for John Carlyles expenses _ 6..19

to Williamsbg.
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Therelwas.not yet.a permanent courthouse in.A]exaﬁdrié for

" the seséié&s of the Court, and it was not completed qntil thé
>next yearj Carlyle wés appointed‘by‘fhe Board.of Tfugtees to
superviseiifs COnétructionwp fhe new courthouse wfth a géol: 
was built on the square diréctfyAacross thejstreét'from

Cariyle's dwelling house.

When Fairfax County ordered a County Seal it too was supplied
o R | o | o
by John Carlyle, in 1755. When the gaol. needed repairs.or a
S - : : _ 12
bridge needed building John Carlyle would look after it.

The duties of a Gentleman Justice were endless and tiresome,

but they were, after all, a sign of status.

TOWN TRUSTEE

As has been ﬁoted;‘John CarlYIé wasréppointed‘to the Board
of frustees undef the Aét for incorporating the town.in 1749,
Until his death in‘l780 he never hiééed a sing]e‘meeting'of
‘the Board. The duties of trustées'wére’alsp twofold.

First of all they weré reéponsiﬁle.for'fhe ménagemenf'of the
finances of the towﬁ,.buying and gelling ]and,'and.so'forth.
The tfusteés-élso.had,various administrative duties. They
.téok charge of keebing the streets in répair, of public

~buildings such as warehouses and the courthouse; of

¢




regulating building practices in the town, and also of

maintaining public health and order.

An early scheme for raising money was the ]oftery scheme

sponsored by the trustees of Alexandria (somefimeélcalled
. - ) - - . o
Belhaven in early times). The town was only a year old

when the lottery was announced in the Virginia Gazette and

the Maryland Gazetté, since the new town did not yet have

its own newspaper: ”..;the Money arising tHeféfrom to~bé'
- applied ﬁoﬁ%rds buil&ingva Chufch, and MSrkef-House in the
'said Town." John Cérlyle was to be one of the managers.
TheAlottery did‘hot go‘well. The manageré weré unable to
sell>afl fheir tickets, so thé’drawing was‘bostpbned‘five
honths uhtil Novembegf’-FinaTiy in'February 1752 it was
.annOUHced: "The Managers_of‘fhe Belhaven Lottery, finding
it'impossible to dispose of the Tickets in the. said
Loftery,voccasionéd by sgvéra] ma]icfous Ihsﬁations and
Reports, hereby give notice; Thaf those Peréons who have
bought Tiékgts may have theirFMone%E;eturn'd,‘by the‘
Persons of‘whOm they.bought them;” The trustees would
-have to find another means of raising the honey for thé

pubiic improvements. The courthouse was built several

years}iater; and the church was not erected until the 1770's.
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There was a vériety of financial responsibilities'for Car]yle
as a Trustee. He was in chargé of building a public warehouse
and renting it out to a prfvate'manager. The public warehouse

at Point Lumley was:rented out to Andrew Wales, and Carlyle

‘and the Trustees had a'difficult time'each_month when time

o 16
came to collect his rent.

There were also public_wharves
ané‘shipygrds to be built and managed, streets to be
cleafed, and ‘so forth. ~C?rlyle took an active role in all
such activities, keeping meticulous re;ords of his expénses_.

‘and presenting them from time tovtime for‘settlemént. Thé

o . . 7
‘Trustees were always putting off payment, so that his duties

17

undoubtedly cost Carlyle more than juét his time.

.One of the chief administrative duties of the Trustees was
the supervision of building projects in»the.new town. They
ordained the sizé and'types of houses to be built, the
heights of cBimneys, and thé maintenance ofﬁyards._ They were
concerned with thé‘appearancé of their town as well as public
 safety and health. They ordered the'drainfng of marshes

“and forbade the:keeping-of_hogs in the town.

The greatest burden on the Trustees was undoubtedly the
maintenance and repair of the public streets. From time to

time new -overseers were appointed from the ranks of the
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Trustee§ tolkeep'the streets‘in gqod_drder.'vThis task

' Was rotatedﬁamong the frustegs: In 1763,'Carlyle'and others
were appofnted'to varfous,sections of the town;

u.;.fo'make so mdcﬁ of the.said.Main streetvdfy and.fitt

for travelihg for Waggonya foot beop}éé“ls They were to

_perform this task undér'penaity'cf a 20 Shiiling fine.

Carlyle undertook seQekal consfruction projecté fdr the

Board of frustees. "He cléaréq the ffrst‘road down  to
PqintlLumIey ét‘thc foot ofvbuke Street énd built a

.warehouse there.]9 He supervised tHé construction oF_tHé
;oﬁrfhoqse built_fdr the Fairfax'gounty Court. And when

a muster of the local militia was held Carlyle supplied

the réffeshmehts, as is seen from an entry in his accounts

wfth thévTrﬁstees: ”To.Cash rum 8:sugar at a-mustef...l9s ld;“zo
‘So;eone kept an eye on doings at‘Williamsbuké for the toWh:

""To Cash pd to_éoll._West to watch our'Burgés$es...:£iO.”21
The burdens ofvéenfility weighed héavily on‘His shoulders,

faking valuable time and money that coufd bé invested in

trade. There are few complaints; it was also a privilege.
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There werefpthgr'publigldutfesvas wel[.' He was, fof insténce,
6ne of tﬁevffrst members of the Sun Fire.Company, listed oﬁ
their first intact roster anI777?2 He may also;haVe succeeded
his fatﬁér-in;law William Fairfax as His Majesty's collector
of customs'for'the South Potomac; but this_is uncertéfﬁ:
Since Carlyle was one of the merchants who took the lead.in
oppééition to. the kjng's hercantile.poIICies, it Qquld éeem
unlikely that he would occupy such an office. He may have
' held the dffice for a few years after Fairfax's death in
1758,7butrprobably no longer held it by the time qf.thé

v , 23

non-importation agreement of Virginia merchants in 1770.

‘

MILITARY COMMISSION

In May 1750 ft wa$grecorded:at the Fairfax County Court

that ''John Carlyle Gent. tookfthe(Oafhs'and Subscribed thé .
Teﬁt‘in respect to hfs mi]ftary Commission éhd Ordered to

be Certified.“ZAUnder the Enélish statﬁtes’for re1igious

uniformity all office holders were required to take certain

oaths of allegiance and conforﬁity-to the Anglican Church.
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His rank at this time is not known, nor in what capacity he

served. - One may guess that the position was honotary, a

military title to go along with his newly acquifed gentility,.

and that he probably did little more than supply provisions

for musters of the county militia.

By 1753 he he]d the rank of Major.» In May 1753 he
accqmpanied Wi]lfam Fairfax, George'Wflliah'Féiffax, and
George Washingfon on a ttiﬁ to Winchester fqr-a>Conferenéé
withAcertain Indian tribes whose aid wés hoped against the

25

French on the frohtief.

1n 1754 a campaign was planned against the French and

Indiahs which included George.Washfngton's-expedition to ’
tﬁe Ohfq,frontier. ‘The Council bf Virginia fecommended in
January‘l754 to the Goverﬁor'”..;That‘Mr. John,Caf]yle be
appointed Commfssaky of Provisjdnsf” 6A'wgek'later. Major

CarTyle was commiésiqned By,Goverhor Dinwiddie-”Commisséry
6f'Pvaision$ and Stbresvfor an Expedit'n_intended to the

River Ohio.' He was charged "...carefully and diligently
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to providéﬁProyis's bfyall kindslfok.g'd Expedition:(va)
Breéa, Flower, ‘Corn, Pork and 'Beef, and the same torhave.
carried to Wills's Creek, from thence to be carried to the
.Féft now buf]ding on the Waters of the Ohio.'" Carlyle

was given power ''to impress Boéts, S]oops,‘waggons, Carts,
Hor§es, or any.Thing else that ig necéssary-for the safe
Conveyance of Prov?Sidns df.Storés.U 'Enc]dsed with the .
fofmal commission wés a private letter with fﬁller
instructions fbr transferring supplies and arms to the
frontie;. From the correspondence éf Major Washington and
Governor Dinwiddié can be extracted some bits of‘ihfofmation
about Car]y]e's actfvitieé-és COmmisséryf THere‘are letters
from Cariyle to Wasﬁjngton,'frOm Washington to Dinwiddie,

aﬁd from Dinwiddie to both concerning supplies for the

expeditionz.z3 Washington complained bitterly about the delays.

in supplies for his troops, and Dinwiddie wrote reproathful
Ietters_to Major Carlyle accusing him of hoarding supp]ieé

v

"~ and overcharging. -

It was not all Carlyle's fault. He had contracted With”v'

various persons to supply provisions and transportation and
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was frequently disappointef? Also EaYment for hi; gervices
was inFrequént-and usual]y insuffic]gngp rHe was no dogbt;
expected toﬁmaké4wﬁatgvef profit he could in selling
'sﬁppliesvto the army. Washington exp]éined the problém in
a letter to.Dinwidafe in June 1754: .

We have been extreamely i1l used by Major
Carlyle's Deputy's which | am heartily sorry
for, for he is a Gentleman so capable of the
Business himself, and has taken so much pains -
to give .satisfaction. He, | believe has been
deceived, and we have suffer'd by those under
him; and by those who have contracted for pro-
visions. We have been 6 days without Flour,
and none upon the Road to our relief that we
know off (sic) though | have by repeated
expressgs given timely notice to have had
supplies....

In a late letter to Major Carlyle, |

-have complaind of the tardiness of his
Deputys and desird he would acquaint them
therewith as | had also done... 3! '

Washfngton later wrote to William Fairfax, ''The promiges'of.
'thosé traders who dffer to confract fpr large quantities of
flour are not to.be'depended upon; a fla most flagreﬁt‘(sic)
instance of which.we éxﬁerience in'Croghén, who was undér
obligation to Maj. Carlyle for the delivery of this article

S .32 - . ,
in a certain time." Dinwiddie nevertheless blamed Carlyle




for the delays in a seriés of bitter‘letters. Carlyle

;ould haVéltaken advantage of his position to engage

in a bit of profiteering, butrthere is.no evidehce other
£hén Dinwiddie's testimony to proveé any ﬁurposeful delay. or.
hoarding of supplfes, |

The ‘next year Gengral Edward Braddock';ame over to Virginia

to assume personal éomhénd'of military'activities in the
colonies. His fatéfis well knan. On his way to disésfer

he spent several weeks in Alexandrfa, in thé‘home.of

Major Carlyle, méking plans for coordinatfng, financfng,

ahd supplying'hilitary expeditions for the upcoming campaignsr
A meeting was held with five of the colonié] governors at
which pléns were ‘made and proElems oflfﬁnd-rajsing from
uncooperativé_colénial legisliatures were discuséed.  0n

10 April i755.Major Carlyle was appointed by Bradaock to

act as Storekeeper_forbthe expedition which wasvto ;et ouf
from Alexandria against-the French and Indians in Ohio and

was advanced one year's pay at five-shil]ings per.day.33

Carlyle must have been quite busy with his duties, for
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he did not get around to taking the Eequired oaths before
tHe Faifféx“County Court until 17 June?h Various supplies,
sﬁch as uniforms, bedding, unnéces§ary arms, and such, weré
Ieftkin the care of Carlyle when the-tf@éps left Aiexandfia.
Many of these were not reclaimed, sinée many>of the soldiers
never returﬁed. They‘ﬁere, some:of them, disbursed in the
course of the next few years of war fp troops under

Washington .and others. 35

“Carlyle continued fo act as Commissafy for tHe next few

. years, and continued to have problems collecting.péyﬁent
from ;he colonial goyérnment. There are éeveral manus&ript<
Iettéfs;wr}tten by Carlyle in which he discusses his
diffiqujtiés in transporfing.sﬁpplies and collecting for
them. in 1757 ;he arﬁy.desiréd_CarIyle té transfer some
casks left in Eis care to Norfolk. He was osliged to hire
ships at his own expense, and Hobe for reimbursement later.
He wrote to his army connection: '""The Freight of these

Vessels‘will.Stand ﬁe Thirty or fort;‘pounds. Should be

much Obliged for yodr Advice how | am to be repaid. Also

for the Storage due on the Casks, which | am lyable for here."

[
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As late és;}771 Carlyle was still seeking repayment for_;“
hisAserv}cés—during the French and Indjan Wars. In December
of that year thg Executive Council in Wfllﬁameurg reéeﬁved
anpetition from Carlylei |

The Memorial of John Carlyle was read and
-considered, praying to be allowed to such a
part of the 200000 Acres of Land promised by
. Governor Dinwiddie's Proclamation of the Board

might judge him intitled to in Virtue of his
‘Offices of Commissary of Provisions, and Pay-
Master of the forces; but the Board were of
Opinion, that the Nature of those Offices. was
such, as not to entitle him to a Share of the
Lands offered by the said Proclamatxon 37

When the Revolution came along Carlyle again served in the
CapaCIty of a suppller by now with the rank of Colonel.

He purchased prov1510ns such as beef and pork for the use

ofrthe-army, and acted as-receiving agent for various types

39 :

of éupplies.

THE REVOLUTION

\

tn 1770 a meetlng of prominent V|rg|n|a merchants was held

in Williamsburg to protest BrltlSh mercanttle pollcnes.'
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There it was decided to agree not to import any British

. goods, and ;ommittees were established in the major séaports
iﬁ Virgfnia to enforce this boycott. John Carlyle was

~appointed to the committeé for the porf'of A]exandrfa,

along with Robert Adam and Thomas Kirkpatrick.

As timé went on the crisis of a fiha] bréak ioomed nearer

'and nearer. In May 1774 the major‘cities fn the éolbﬁies
formed.committees éf'cgrfespondenée to coordinate and
encoufage resiétange and fo.offer'aid.to blockaded Boston.

On 29 May the committee for Alexandria was established.

John Carlyle and John Dalton were elgcted to the committee),
who immediately wrbte letters to the various other committeeé:

We received yesterday the papers herewith
sent, and conformable to the example set us by
the Gentlemen of Baltimore, called a meeting of -
the principal ‘Inhabitants, who chose a committee
to correspond with that and the neighboring Towns,
for the purpose of communicating to each other in
the most speedy manner, their sentiments on the
present interesting and alarming situation of
America... o

Deeply interested as we are, in the fate
of Boston now suffering the scourge of
oppression in the common cause, we decline
entering into-any resolutions, till the
sentiments of the representatives of -the
people now met at Williamsburg, are known,
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when we make no doubt that spirit which has
distinguished Virginia as the intrepid
Guardian of American Liberty, will again
shine forth in all its former Lustre...

We are with must respect in behalf of
the committee, . ﬁ , 40
Gentlemen, Y'r most humble servants,

- JOHN 'CARLYLE '
JOHN. DALTON

Beneath the revolutionary rhetoric was a very real threat,

the threat of organized resistance and revolution, and it

“‘was a desperate step for these men, for they were daring
treason. They were all of them prosperous men, men who had
prospered like Carlyle in trade, and they risked it all.

Their courage cannot be overemphasized.

'On 18 July 1774 there waé held:in the courthouse in
Afexandria a general meeting_bf the }nhabitants of Fairfak
County, presfded over by George Washington, at which a series
ofﬂresolutions were adopted. -John Car}ylé_was among the
signers} Thevkesolutions>formed an early statement of the-'_ o
rationafe which ﬁroduced the Declaration of Independénce two
years later. At the sahe meeting a Committeé of Safety was

formed for the county, again including John Caflyle, which

~
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was -to provide a sort of revolutionary government for. the
county under wartime conditions. Carlyle took an active
part in the local revolutionary committees until his death

in 1780.

John Carlyle, then, was intimately connected with thes_
format,on, govérnment, and leadership of Alexandria frbm
its beginning aé a colonial seaport village and ﬁéw if
through theAtrying years of revolution; In many ways_tHis'
Scottish merchant, gentleman, and Ieédg? was a symbol . of
Alexandr{a'# history in the entife ﬁolqny; Hfs massive
stone mansion in the center of town stands as a monument

and a symbol as well.

c-L46




20.
21.
22.

23.

Proceedings of Trustees, 101.

FOOTNOTES

Executive Journal of the Council of Colonial Virginia,

v,.279.

Ibid} vl, 51.

Fairfax County Court Order Book, 1749-1754, 296.

Ibid. 1749-1754; 49,200, 443 1754-1756, Part 2;°501;
and 1756-1763; 594. '

Ibid. 1749-1754, 48.
Ibid.. 1749-1754, 471,
Ibid. 1749-1754, 182,

. 1bid. 1749-1754, 253.

Ibid. 24-25.

Fairfax County Court Order Book, 1754-1756, Part 2, 438.

Ibid. 1749-1754, 196, 443,

Maryland Gazette, 24 April 1751.

Ibid. 22 May 1751.

Ibid. 27 February 1752.

’Proceedingé of Trustees, 71, 81, 86;

i

ibid. 71.
lbid. 53.
_uggg. 16, 26.
‘Ibid. 101.
1gi§, oi.

Quoted in Moore, Seaport in Virginia, 151,

The Statement is made by R.H. Spencer in William and Mary
Quarterly, Ist series, XVIll (January 1910), See Virginia

Historical Register and Literary Notebook, It (1850), 13,
79, for his part in the opposition. '

C-47



24. Fairfax County Court Order Book, 1749-1754, 67.

: 25. George Mercer Papers, 78.

26. Executive Journal of the Council of Colonlal Virginia,
V> 460, :

27. Dinwiddie Papers, 53<54,

28. Letters to Washington, edited by S. M, Hamilton (Boston.
-~ 1901) . ertlngs of Washington, I, 32-35. Dinwiddie Papers,
. Manuscripts on microfilm of Washlngton Papers in
Library of Congress Manuscripts Division. See also Va,
Magazine, LXXIX (April 1971), 131~14k4, and Virginia Histori-
, cal Society Manuscript 3V819406194212, Richmond, Virginia.-

29. Writings of Washington, i, 95.

30. Huntington Library Manuscripts LO 3353 and BR Box 257,
31. Va. Magazine LXXIX (April 1901), 137,

32. Writings of Washington, 1, 95.

33. Huntington Library Manuscript LO 563.
34, Fairfax County Court Order Book, 1754-1756, Part 2, 302,

35. Writings of Washington, I, 185.

36, Huntington Library Manuscript LO 3113.

" 37. Executive Journal of the Councilvof Colonial Virginia, VI, 443.

38. The first reference to Carlyle! s rank as Colonel seems to be
December 1756. MWritings of Washington, 519 /

39. Journals of the Council of the State of Virginia, edxted by
" H. R. Mcllwalne,*YRlchmond 1931), I, 308 336; 11, 210.
The Letters of Patrlck Henry, edlted by H. R. Mcllwalne.
(Rlchmond ]926) , 362.

Lo. Calendar of Virginia State Papers, J 51-52.

L4y, vThe resolutlons of 1774 are printed |n full in Va. Magazine
XVITL (April 1310), 153-169, A - ’

.C-48




Carlyle, thé Man

1A

All this information about the merchant, :the landowner,

the Justice of the Peace, the Colonel, and so forth, are

all very nice, but what do they tell us about John Carlyle
the man? What was he really like -- taTi or short, fat

or thin, dour or jo]ly,'genefdus or parsimonious? He
sha;éd_certain characteristics with his class and his time.
He was a wealthy merchant with a good business sense. He
was an educated man and possessed of a.certaih aﬁouht'éf
whaf we would call feulture.'' His activities required a
''gentleman's knowledge'* of such things as law, building
construction, and surveying. He possessed'a:reSpectéb]e
and rather expensive ]ibrary;.reveéled in the~inventory of
his estate which wés,taken after his death ih‘l780;

5 vol. Rapins History of England

1 vol. Chambers Dictionary

3 vol, Salmons History

1 vol. Naval do

1 Heraldry Book

1 Dictionary

16 vol. Magazines

30 vol. large octavoes

5 vol. ditto

90 vol. small octavoes

23 vol. Voltares (sic) Works

a parcel magazines and pamphlets :
16 vols. Sundry books o ]
43 vols. do small L
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‘The variety éf his interests also shdws up in'fhé lis;s.of
his posseséi;ns; which included such diverse items as a
set of tfumpets.with a french horn, -a surveyor's combass
‘with chains, a backgammon table, a pair of freemason
ﬁeda]Iions,_money‘scales'and weights, a picture of Bates
(probably the famous.eighteenth-century boxer), and two |

beeh.ivés.2

Johﬁ Carlyle apparently maintained én interest and'feéfihgi
for fhe old country. Only one visit to his family can be
documented after his'remsval to-VIrginia, the trip with
'Wi]liam Fairfax in ]750.3 He may have brought Béck with -
him, or made arréngements to have_shipped over, Soﬁe of
the family tﬁings, such.as,furﬁitﬁfe andipaintings. In
his estate were a number of Queen Anne and Restofation-
furniture which may,héve come froﬁ the family belongings
in Carlis]é, and-thére-were also a set of fifteen
"Cumbérlaﬁd prospects‘and a large prbspect of Carlisle
which hung in his hohe in A]éxandria along with séveral

4 . ‘ o
family portraits. He named his country estates in
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Virginia after the ancestral homes of the Carlyles --

‘Limekilns, Torthorwald, and Bridekirk.’

It has been noted that Carlyle's primary activity was that -

of a mérchant. In his list§ of possessions one>can see the
utensils and tools that a merchant would use for day-to-day
business -- money scales,‘writing utensils, ink stands,Abees
wax, a set of ivory memorandum booké; a few rehnants of
~nautical supplies such as sailg, and a set of gpectacles.
Carlyle appeared to be a sharp and tight-fisted businessmah.
He made hfs fortune in trade. Dinwwiddie, as has been seen;
~accused him of all sorts of shady dealings in sUpplying the

army, but Carlyle was prokably not entirely respdnsible for

the problems of delay and high prices.

There was a reyealing'exchange'of ]etters'between.George

Washington and the partners John Carlyle aﬁd Robert Adam in
the 1760's. Washington accused them in'g series of bitter
letters of ovefcharging and cheating him in a wheat trans-

action. In 1765 Washington wrote to Carlyle and Adam
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that he wbuld‘send hfs wheat on flat boats to their mill on

‘Four Mile Run, but he was uncertain as to the agreement on

7

weights and measures.

: | once thought | had agreed with Colo.
Carlyle at 58 1bs. to the Bushel but it seems it
‘was otherwise.... ' , '
You were saying the Standard for Wheat at

Philadelphia was 58 Ibs, and at Lancaster 60 1lbs.
- | have taken some pains to inquire likewlise into
this matter and am informed that 58 is a much
more ‘general weight than the other all over
Pensylvania (sic) and Maryland...

The dispute was still hot two years later, in Februa}y of 1767:

Had you Gentlemen been as candid in your
representation of Matters as | endeavored to
be in mine, some things woud (sic) not have
. been advanced for Facts that have so little
corrispondance with truth; you must excuse
the freedom of the expression because | can,
to a jury of sensible honest men, to your-
selves, or to anybody else, evidently proove
the pappable error of some of your assertions,
and the absurdity of others...

. Washington went on to describe the transactibn and noted that
the wheat which Carlyle and Adam had sold for him had never
been enfire]y accounted for, and that the monéy had not

"been paid.
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How then am | to make remittances for Goods to
Cloath-a numerous Family, supply a House in
‘'various necessaries, and support it in all

its various expences? ...do you conceive it.
reasonable that, | shoud deny myself these
conveniences, indeed for the most part
absolute Necessaries because it may be
attended with some difficulty to you to make
the payment according to Contract, or more
beneficial perhaps, to apply the money to some
other purposes?. ...have | not a right to
.call for my own engagd to me by solemn con-
tract without giving offence?

The question of weight to the bushel had not yet been settled

veithér; Carlyle and Dalton had only given him an allowance

of 57 pounds per bushel after their own weighing.
Washington asked: ""You do not imagine that if | was even
to be governd by weight, that two or 3 Bushels of the

lightest is to regulate the whole?”8

But even such a sharp diéputé over business did not
]

interrupt social relations between their families.

Washingtbn's diaries record frequent visits of the

Carlyle family to Mount Vernon and of hfs family to their

house in Alexandria.S On several occasions the Carlyles

were forced to spend several days at Mount Vernon due to

the heavy rains which inevitably washed out the road to




Alexandria. There were other friends and family connections;

o

particula}fy the Fairfaxes of Belvoir to whom frequent visits
must have been made. There were also the othef Qealthy
Scottish merchants of Alexandrla, such as W|II|am Ramsay,
John Dalton, Robert Adam, Thomas Klrkpatrlck and their

families, whom the Carlyles must have seen regularly.

dne humo(eus.pictere of these Scotsmen‘as hos%s has
suryived.iﬁ éeorge Washington}s diaries. He attended ev
function in Alexandria‘oﬁ 15 February 1760, and reeorded his
experience: - | | |

Went to a ball at Alexandria, where Musick
and Dancing was the chief Entertainment. However
in a convenient room detachd for the purpose
abounded a great plenty of Bread and Butter,
some Biscuits with Tea and Coffee which the
drinkers of could not Distinguish from Hot Water
sweetned. Be it rememberd that pockethandker-
chiefs servd the purposes of Table Cloths and
Napkins and that no Apologies were made for
either. _

The proprletors of this Ball were Messrs.
Carlyle, Laurie, and Robt. Wilson...

| shall therefore distinguish this ball by
the stile and title of the Bread and Butter Ball

We lodged at Colo. Carlyle's.

There is other testimony, however, from Mrs. Mary {(Cary)

Ambler, who was visiting her Fairfax relatives in 1770.c
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She found Col. Carlyle very helpful to her indeed. Her

carrfage had broken down on the way_from Alexandrfa to

Baltimore:
‘When | stopd at Mrs. Chiltons was agreeably . : ’ g
surprised to see Co. Carlyle in the street who !
came to tn that day, upon hearing of my loss" ' S
he kindly undertook to get it repaired & also

. to purchase an horse for me to make out the

" sett as | have but 3 since Mr. Fx's Horse dyed’
on the road. ' - ' Y

He returned later in the day to report ”..,that he had
" borrowed one sett of Harns of Mr. Gough & that another was

making Baltimore Tn which he hoped would be done by Wedsy

nighf.“ ‘The harness wasirepaired so the pérty set out for
; Alexandfia_én Thﬁréday, sfopping Friday night at a tavern
on the way. ''We set Off‘from-this Hospitable House on
Sa£urid morg. & were so happy as to get to Colo Cérlyies
that night,” They‘stayed Saturdayvnight_the}e éndvaﬁtended

church with the Carlyles the next morning: "A Cold Day this .

'Morg. went to Church in the Court House, dined with Colo
Carlyle & sett off in the-aftn for Mount Vernon.' ‘They left

Mount Vernon on Monday morning:.




Q..set off for Belvoir where God be thanked»we

arrivedrsafely & found my sister very well but

Miss Carlyle very sick. M. Ambler wrote to’

Colo Carlyle from Mount Vernon begging the favor

of him to send for the chariot to Town & have it

Mended which he did & came down to Belvoir in it

,on Tuesday Eveg. ' '
We have, then, two pfctures of John Carlyle, one showing
a stingy Scotsman, and the other an open and.ggneroué
gent]émgh."There is no reason to‘dbubt either accounf;

Carlyie; like all of us, was cabab]e of both.

' Théfe.is sbmé ques;ion as‘to'Car]y]e's religious affiliation.
As an officé-ho]der, heAwés requ?fed-by Englfshviaw to swear
fh; oaths of uniformity and supremaéy and to subscribe the
Test Act, to'demqnstrétg hi’s dévotfdn‘td the Church of.
Ehglénd.- His'sénfimehts seém té have been Prééb?terian.

He Qas of'Scottiéh'étock,_énd-many of the Alexandria Scots
Qere Presbyterian. ‘Ih his_wi]lvﬁe requested: "And as to my

~ Body | desfre'if may be interéd under.tﬁé Tombstone in the 
enclosed groqhg in the Presbyterian‘YaEd near whéré ﬁy first
wife and children are ihtered...ﬁleg‘algo bédueathedv“...the

interest of Five hundred pounds' to the Poor of the

~ Presbyterian Society'in or near Alexandria_the Interest to
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be paid by_my Executors annually for that use to the ministér

13

for the ﬁjme being til]'my‘sonjcomes of Age.'"“Carlyle
probabjy-attended'the Anglican church in order to satisfy
the’]ettér of the law, but his éttendanée was ﬁrobably merely
perfunctory. He did come to the fescue of the Ang]icahs’
when their contfacfor fai]ed'to complete Christ Church,
»finéshing up construction for them.lhAhd he purchased avpew
in the new church in']773’f0r 30 pOUnag.ISBut'one'may présume
that his sentiménts'wére always étrong]y Presbyterian, and.
after the Revolution freed him from the obligations ofvthe‘

;
S

Test Act he probably became an active Presbyterian.

0f the home 1if§ of the Carlyle family very little is known.
Only . two daughtérs‘by his firSt mérriage(survived. THere
were five children who died in childbirth or-infanéy --
Rachel, Anne,'William,_George Fairfax, aﬁd Hanah.

Sarah Fairfax Carlyle died in chf]dbirth inll76l. ‘The eldest
surviving daughterﬂsafah married an'lrish immiérant-merchant
Wii]iam Herﬁert; Qho achievedvprpminénée in town as

President of the Bank of Alexandria and served as mayor.
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They took up residence in the Carlyle Hoqse after

_thn Caf]y1é}s,death. Thé_sécqnd surviving daugh;er was
named Anne, perhaps after thé child wHo had died in fnfanCy.
Anné was born in 1761, and was. the child born at her

mother's death. She married, in 1777, Henry_Whiting\of
 Gloucester County, joining him in resfdénce.there. Their
vchi]dhood was apparently.gay, filled with fredueht visits’and
excursions to Mount Vernon aﬁd Belvoir with the other girls in
town. Of tarlYIe's sécond marriage almést'nothing is known.
He is said to have married Sybil West after the déathvof
Saréh, and there was certainly a son, Geérge WiTIiam'Caflyle,

who was born around 1765. The lad was killed in South Carolina

in Henry.Lee‘s regiment in 1781.

Once again we must fajl back on inference to attempt to
réconstrdct sohething'bf the Carlyle homelifé chiefly
’re]Ying oﬁ the'evidénce of their possessions listed in the
vinvéntoryvof'l780. It may be suspe;ted,'however, that at
least some of the household items had already been given

to thé two mar;ied daughters as they set up h0usekeepfng
before Carlyle died, so the list may be wpefully incomplete:

There were nine Negro slaves listed among the possessions
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'on“ﬁhe tdwn broperty in Alexandria -- Jerry, Joe, Céok;
vPenny,vCEarlés,~Sibfeia,»Cate, Moses, and Nanny. .The;e;were-
probably—h0use'servants, such as cooks and.butlers,‘and‘may
have occupied qdar;ers iﬁ the‘attic,or in outbuildings. it‘
was a weTl.képt house, one wquld suspect, staffed with nine

servants.

.

The furnisﬁfngs of thé hduse feflect bo£h functional and
ornamental pieces. There‘were fine mahogény tables and
chairs forvanweli-furnished dining room, and méhogéﬁy pieces
which may have beloﬁged in the parlor (“B];e Room“). The
upstairs furniéhings were more simple, apparently painted»
wood and'cottbn»curtéins. Theretwas fine ﬁhina for fqrma{
dining and'an assortment of éheaper items fqrsdaily use.
The ]fsts of glass and siivér show an odd and i1l assorted
-Iot of differeht-t?pes of pieces. fhere was. an ''old tea

chist called the Mistake,' which may have been an old family

joke.

Among’ the 1ists of possessions there are also such items as:

1 silver mounted small sword
1" do do cutlass A

1 old small mourning sword

3 guns-

1 case pistols

2 spontoons

3 tomihaukes’

]

powder horn
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This militgry hérdware may be souveﬁirsvahd leftovgrs from
the days of,the-French'ahd Indian Wars of the 1750fs,

when General_Bra&doqk.marChed out of Alexandria oné sp(iné
déY in ]755'toward the banks of thé Monongahela. ‘In one of
his general Qrderé to his afmy while enéamped fn Alexandria
'he'instrutted'the officers to leave behind’the{r spontboné
and 6fher ﬁseless instruments whfch would bé a hindrance on

the march through the wilderness. ©

Local tradition points to the Carlyle House as Braddock's
headquarters while in Alexandria. It is to that tradition.
that our attention must be directed, asvperhaps the most

significant connection associated with the history of the

Carlyle House.
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APPENDIX D

MQRE ABOUT THE BRADDOCK CONNECTION

.Tradition must,_bf necessity, form a siénificant segment in

"~ the stﬁdy of ‘history.  One of the tésks of the hfstdrian is to
attempt to Yerify:or dfscbunt legends énd traditions! Too
often it is impossible to do either; with fhe foo]; of |
historical research and the limitations‘of documehtation; But
history is above all elsé the .search for truth-aboﬁt the past,
'and;i; is vital to that quest that legend‘be carefully sebérated
from documented faét, identified as such, and traced.as far as
possible back in time to its . origins. ‘Legend and oral -tradition
»sHould not be simply abandoned as a pack of lieé, for that might 
be.as Qreat én-injpstice to the past as dé]iberate falsehood.
.They_serve as important (and often deijghtful) sources . of
knowledge ébout'thevpast. But they must bé used wifh care and a

healthy skepticism.

John Carlyle's house is‘fnseparablé.from the Braddock legend. For

at least a hundred yearé the Stofy has been accepted and repeated

until it has become an integral part of that silent stone structure.

The story goes that General Braddock accepted thé‘hOSpitality“bf
Major Carlyle, stayed in Carlyle's house, and met there with the
five cO]ohfal governors who came to Alexandria to meet with the

General in April 1755. There are-also auxiliary legends, telling
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us, for example, that the meeting took piacé in the ''Blue Room,"
or tﬁét'{hg Generé]vstopped to exchaﬁée a jest with one of
éar]y]e!s Negroes at his départurévfrom the-house. Much'of,th}s‘:
has been noQ'verified.' Now we have‘nO'féason to deny'the '
Carlyle house its legend. The éaché ofllettérs from.John fo
ﬁis.Brothér has .substantiated the lééeﬁ& of the Council of

Governors meeting in Car]y]e's home.

The events of Braddock's unhappy expeditioﬁ to the banks .of the
Monongahela, including the stay in A]exéndria, have been studied
cafefully and minutely by able and metICulous historians.1 A

.

sufvey of the brincfpa] events may.be helpful for us here.

Génera] Edward Braddock arrived in-Hamptdn with three British
men-of-war on 19 February 1755, accompanied by his aide, Robert

2 Two days_latér, on

Orme, and his secretary, William Shirley.
Sunday, 23"Febrdaky, they went up tOVWijliamsburg_to meet
Governor Dinwiddie.3' The transports carrying the troops from
lreland hgd‘hot yet arriVed,'and did‘not begfn arri;ing until thé
25th; itrwas not untii 14 March thaf théy all.came in‘.Li It was
planned to_seﬁd the troops direcf]y up to.A}exandria iﬁmediateiy

_upon ‘their arrival.s- On the 22nd of March Braddock set out with

‘Dinwiddie,and Commodore Keppel by lTand for A]exandria.6 The
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transports were already on their way to the same place.

Braddock, Keppel, and Dinwiddie arrived in Alexandria on the

26th and»f0und the town aTready crowded to bursting with soldiers

and camp'fdlloﬁeré.. A Mrs. Browne,'who accompanfed'her brother
on thg-expeditidn from England, arrived in town the 22nd and
recérded in her diary: “Went_with'Mr, Lake to e;ery House. in the
Place to get a lodging, and at last was dbliged td_take.a_Rdbm

‘ »Eut little 1ar§er thén to hold my Bed.”7.'Bradd§¢k hoped to gé
directly oﬁvté Anhapolis wﬁere Governor Sharpe of Maryland
expected him. THere'he hobedﬂto meet with Governor Shirley of

" Massachusetts, Governor Morris of Penﬁsylvania, and Lieutenanf'
Govefnor‘DeLancey of New York.8, But‘the-roéds to the northward
were bad, and»Shfr]ey and the other governors were delayed.
Bréddock left Alexandria for Annapoiis with Dinwiddie, Keppel,
Sharpe (who hadbcbmeidown on the 29th to éc;ompany thém), and

a number of aides and'servapts,Vbn-Thursday, 3 Apri'l.9 ‘The

- guaravd;ily mountéd:a£ the Generél‘s Headquarters”wés reduced

the same day from 30 to 10 men.lo, They waited fn Annapolis
~until Monday;'7-April,'but the northerﬁ goVe}nofs.stLll dfd an

. come, soO Bfaddock,‘Dinwiddie, Keppel, and. the ggntlemen;ééllowers

11

returned to Alexandria to await them. Captain Orme recorded:
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The General was very anxious to remove the troops from
' Alexandrxa, as the greatest care and severest punish-

ments could not prevent the immoderate use of - S
' spiritous liquors, and as he was likewise informed

the water of that place was unwholesome; Therefore

as the Governors were not arrived, the General

returned the 7th to Alexandrla for the Congress

i Rt s PR

T

On 10 Aprll 1755 Braddock appOInted MaJor John Carlyle store~

E;?

keeper for his planned expedxtlon to Ohio, and whx]e awaxtlng

the arriva] of the governors the unloading of the ships continued
and plans were made for supplying the expedition;]3 Many of the
troops were noved‘out of the town into various camps to the
‘westward.lq fhe governors finally arrfved in AnnapoTis on 12
April, a Saturday, and came down>to Alexandria the next‘davy.]5

on 14 April Braddock,-KeppeI; Orme, and the five governors met

"at the Camp:at Alexandria “Ato discussiplans for.the'coming
.campalgns and the dlfflcultles of flnanc;ng them. 16 ‘Mlnutes ot
the meetlng were kept by Braddock's secretary, Wllllam Shirley,
Jr.,‘the son of’Governor Shirley of Massachusetts. They agreed

on p]ans for expeditions in the northwest asAWell as Braddock's
push'into Ohio. A major‘prob]emAfor the campaign‘had been the
. reiuctance of the coTOnial legislatures to vote funds for the
FWar. ‘At the A]exandrla Council the governors therefore‘conSIdered

the problem
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The Governors present acquainted his Excellency that
they had several ly made application to their respec=-
tive Assemblies for the establishment of the common
- fund proposed, but had not been able to prevail upon
[ . ‘'em to agree to it, and gave it as their unanimous
opinion that such a Fund can never be established
in the Colonies without the aid of Parliament.
They likewise declared that having found it impracti-
cable to obtain in their respective governments
their proportions expected. by his Majesty towards
-defraying the expense of his service in North
L America, that they were unanimously of opinion that
P ] it should be proposed to his Majesty's Ministers to
find out some method of compelling them to do it,
and of Assessing the several Governments in proportlon
v to their respective abilities, their shares of the
- whole money already furnished and which it shall be
thought proper for them to furnlsh towards the General
expence of his servnce, :

. This was a sore subject, Parliament, doubting its authority to
. , ’ legislate for the colonies, was reluctant to enact legislation
- to ‘force the colonies to pay for their own defence, but it

seemed only equitable that they should contribute. Colonial

]egislétures had been lethargic ofvdownrighf uncooperative in
granting funds to support the common défense. The southern
colonies, who were not pérticularly threatened by the French and
lnqians,'were especially reluctant to contribgte, but even
Pennsylvania's legislature was troublesome, The question
remained open and was not solved until a new ministry in London

decided to force the colonies to bear their fair share with a
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tax on stamps.r The Stamp Act, of course, waé_odious to the
célonists;fénd provided impetus-to a hovement of reSistance,
which led fo éventual revdlution. The Aﬁerican revolutiona-
riesvformulated a rationale for—their actfons which denied

the right df the mother country to levyAtaxes on thé.colonies.
But all of this was in the future on.ghat afternoon in April.
in 1755, when five colon?al goverhbfs Qathéred énd'rgquested
the m;ther country fovforceitheir cdlénies to help pay for

the war.

Braddock.1ef£vAlexandria'to joinvhis trodps at Wills Créek
on 20 Apri], the governors havfng left on the l7th.]7 A small
detachment was left behind in‘A]exandria along Qith the sick.
The remainder éf the tragic story of Braddock's expedition

need not be told here.
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